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MAKE PLANS FOR THE 1990 VVVFA REUNION 
The 1990 reunion will herald the 13th annual VVVFA reunion which will be held 

in Richmond, Virginia, August 3, 4 and 5 in the Holiday Inn Downtown. Once again we 
will be meeting near the site of the '"Vauter" church. See the president's letter for a list of 
the points of interest. The rooms will be $45.00 plus tax for any number. Come Thursday 
afternoon to visit with your "early bird" cousins. Officers breakfast will be early Friday 
morning. Come one come all VVV's.   

  

Th e a bove s ketch of th e Va u ter" ch u rch wa s m a de by Vern on Va wter . If 
in teres ted , n ote pa per with th e a bove p ictu re m a y be pu rch a s ed from h im a s well a s 
h a vin g th e p r in t fra m ed with m a tte a lon e or with a dd it ion a l fra m in g. Write: Vern on 
Vawter, 1822 7th St. Hot Springs AK 71913-5150. 
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VAUTER CHURCH 

From: "Set t lers , Sou th ern ers , Am erica n s : Th e His tory of Es s ex Cou n ty Virgin ia 1608-
1984 by James S. Slaughter - Sent in by Bobbie Vawter Meeks of Arizona.  

Vauters Church in upper Essex, one of the county's oldest structures, illustrates 
the rise of refined craftsmanship among Virginia builders. St. Anne's Parish in upper 
Essex built Vauters in 1719, relocating the church there from a site near the river at 
present-day Mount Pleasant. By this time, roads and trails made riding to church easier 
than sailing or rowing to service. John Vauter led the building of the church as a 
memorial to his father Bartholomew Vauter, on whose land the church was erected.  

Va u ter ch u rch is th e eleven th oldes t of for ty-eigh t colon ia l ch u rch es s t ill s ta n d in g 
in Virgin ia . Th e m a s on ry is a m on g th e fin es t of a n y colon ia l ch u rch . Th e bu ilders 
probably fired the bricks on the site and manufactured the mortar from oyster shells. 

A VVV DESCENDANT IS NAMED RHODES SCHOLAR 
From: The Courier-Journal, Louisville, KY  

Burt L. Monroe from Louisville is among 32 Americans named Rhodes Scholars 
for two years of study at Oxford University in England. Burt is presently enrolled in the 
Policy and Technology Masters Program at MIT (MA Institute of Technology). 

This years list contains 18 men and 14 women. Those receiving the scholarship 
have college and university fees paid and receive a stipend to cover living expenses. The 
Rhodes scholarships were established in 1902 by the estate of Cecil Rhodes, a British 
philanthropist and colonialist. Among the qualities sought in Rhodes scholars are proven 
intellectual and academic excellence, integrity, respect for others, and the ability to lead 
and to use talents fully. 
A story on Burt Monroe, AAAS Fellow, can be read in the Winter 1988 Newsletter.  

I am happy to present the "Cousin" chart of Bishop Billy Mack Vawter from Oklahoma. 
See chart below and the next page.           

          FRANCIS MARION          
              VAWTER______

          

        | b. 3 Dec. 1842          
        | w. McDonough Co., IL       

         JAMES VAWTER               | d. 31 Aug. 1906       
     |b. 17 July 1872                      w. Southmayde,        
     |w. Leonard,                                  Grayson, TX       
     |      Fannin, TX                       m. 20 Feb. 1868   

                 OSCAR LEE VAWTER           |d. 19 April, 1959                     w. Grayson Co., Tx    
 |b. 13 Jan. 1898                      w. Gunter, Grayson TX            To: Martha Jane    
 |w. Sherman, Grayson             m. 24 April 1892                               DANIELS  

BILLY MACK VAWTER         |             Texas         w. Leonard, Fannin TX            b. 1 Feb. 1845 
b. 30 July 1927       d. 6 Aug. 1975                       To Fannie Warren             w. Jackson Co., MO 
w. Gilliland, Knox, TX             w. Oklahoma City, OK            GRISSOM             d. 14 Aug. 1937 
m. 30 June 1949                                       b. 13 Dec. 1871                     w. Elgin, OK   
w. Oklahoma City,  OK           m. 18 Jan. 1923         w. Union City, Obion     CHILDREN 
                                              To:  Roxie Ann                                  Tennessee              1. Cora 
To Dorothy Marie SMITH       WILLIAMS         d. 18 July 1936  2. JAMES 
b. 4 Nov. 1928              b. 10 May 1908         w. Tioga, Grayson, TX  3. William M. 
w. Chandler, Lincoln, OK.      w. Azle, Tarrant, TX                   CHILDREN  4. Frank  

CHILDREN:                  d. 21 Nov. 1942          1. Effie Jane 5. Lilly 
1.   Diana Lyn                         w. Gilliland, Knox,          2. Tyre   6. Arthur 
2.   William Dwight         Texas          3. OSCAR  LEE 
3.   Kenneth Mack                    CHILDREN                  4 . Lillie Ma y Ma ry

     

      1. Oscar Lee, Jr.          5. Ruby Belle     
      2. BILLY MACK          6. Claude     
      3. James Earl             7. Maggie     
      4. Joe Don                   8. Roy  
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Ancestors of: 
Bishop Billy Mack Vawter  
3618 S. W. 39th 
Oklahoma City, OK 73119-2918   

           BARTHOLOMEW 
Cou s in ch a r t

       
                                    VAWTER

          
                         | b. ca 1665          
                         |  w. of Plymouth,           
                   |    Devonshire, Eng.        

             JOHN VAWTER            |  d.         
                         | b.   1691                         w.        
                         | w. of Middlesex Co.        m.      To:     

                                                     |        Virginia        Winifred HODGSON                              
                    RICHARD B. VAWTER  | d.          1752         b.  ca. 1669      
                  | b. CA.    1725        w. Essex Co. VA         w               

                  | w. Middlesex Co.,VA     m.  To:          d.         
                           | d.                                    Margaret NOEL             w.       
                           | w.                                   b.  ca 1695               f. William HODGSON            

                                          RUSSELL  VAWTER         | m.                                   w.  Essex Co.,  VA          m.  ______  PAGE    
                       | b. 22 June 1755           To. Frances                  d.                   CHILDREN                                
                       | w. Middlesex Co. VA          b. 8  March 1730           w.             1. John    
                       | d.                               w.  Middlesex Co. VA     f. Daniel Noel          2. William                                 
                       | w.              d.             m. Elizabeth ELLIOTT    3. David                                

                     BEVERLY  VAWTER       | m.                                     w.                        CHILDREN          4. Margaret  
                     | b. 22 Sept. 178                   To: Mary SPARKS          f. Stokeley TOWLES       1. Winifred                  5. Benjamin  
                     | w. of Culpeper Co. VA      b. 17 Sept. 1757          m. Ann VALLOTT           2. Bartholomew           6. Edward   

  | d. 20 April 1846                 w. of Culpeper Co.               CHILDREN           3. Margaret    
  | w. McDonough Co. IL                  Virginia          1. Nancy                     4. Angus 

JOHN  C.  VAWTER        | m. 13 Jan. 1807  NC         d.              2. Margaret           5. David 
b. 28 July 1819   To: Elizabeth HUTCHING    w.                     3. Lucy           6. RICHARD BEVERLY 
w. Cumberland Co.  KY      b. ca.  1785                       f. Thomas SPARKS         4. Tabitha 
d. 14 Oct.  1881     w. of Culpeper Co. VA      m. Mary TOWLES             5. Ann 
w. Lincoln       d.                CHILDREN           6. Alpha 
    Washington,  AR            w.          1. John           7. John 
m. 12 Nov. 1840                  CHILDREN         2. Elizabeth           8. RUSSELL 
w. McDonough Co. IL        1. Polly H.         3. BEVERLY  
To: Lucinda JEANS            2. Frederick H.                  4.  
b. 14 Feb. 1817/18             3. Sraah S.         5. Nancy 
w. Cumberland Co. KY       4. Elizabeth Aman         6. Bradford 
f.  Walter JEANS      5. JOHN C.         7. Chadwell 
m. Andra  CROOK              6. Allen T.         8. Joseph Early 
    CHILDREN      7. Fevely Perlina         9. Polly 
1. Elizabeth       8. William       10. Peachy 
2. FRANCIS MARION         9. Nancy Jane       11. stillborn 
3. Nancy A. 
4. Christopher C. 
5. Mary Jane 
6. Winifred Scott 
7. Jesse T. 
8. Sarah Ellen 
9. Emma E. 
10. William Allen 
11. Susan C.        
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EXCERPTS FROM WILLIAM SNYDER VAWTER GENEAIOGY  

Historical Society of Montana  

David Hilger, Librarian 
Room 106, Capitol 
Helrna, Montana 
July 13, 1931  

William Snyder Vawter 
83-10 35th Avenue 
Jackson Heights, New York  

Dear Sir:  

An s werin g you r let ter of J u ly 8 th ere h a s been bu t on e fa m ily of th e n a m e 
VAWTER in Montana or Helena of much prominence.  

Col. J. Vawter for whom Vawter Street of Helena was named came to Montana 
in 1864 and to Helena in 1865. He had large business interests in the city until his death 
on Ma y 9 , 1877 wh ich took p la ce on th e s tea m er, Fa r Wes t", on th e u pper Mis s ou r i 
River. Col. Vawter went to Marengo, Illinois to California in the Gold 
Ru s h of 1849 , th en retu rn ed to Win ters et t , Iowa , from th ere to Den ver a n d from Den ver 
to Montana in 1864.  

He left two sons, Cornelius L. and John G., and one daughter. Cornelius died 
in Los Angeles, Dec. 29, 1926, age 76 years. He came to Montana with his father in 1869, 
lost his fortune in the panic of 1893. In 1898 he was appointed federal marshall for 
Nome, Alaska and from that time until 1922 was connected with the federal courts of 
that territory.  

In 1926, John G. Vawter was living in Cooke City, Montana. At the time of his 
death in 1877 was 58 years old and while prominent in the territory of Montana had not 
held any public office.  

Very truly yours,  

David Hilger, Librarian 
                        *     *     *     *     *     *     *    *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
GEORGE W. VAWTER    GEORGE TAYLOR VAWTER 

b. 23 Nov. 1840, Culpeper Co., VA  b. 10 Sept. 1817 Culpeper Co., VA 
d. 18 Sept. 1887     d. 2 April 1894 Tipton, IN 
m. 24 Dec. 1861     m.  
To: Mary SIMPSON     To:  Charlotte VOGLER 
b. 14 Nov.  1839      b. 
d. 13 April 1885     d. 16 Aug. 1893 Tipton, IN 

CHILDREN:      CHILDREN: 
1. Emma O.      1. GEORGE W. 
2. Samuel T.      2. John M. 
3. William M.      3. Samuel M. 
4. Ada A.       4. Rosalie A. 
5. Ida Bell       5. Emma S. 
6. Smith      6. Ada  (Ady-Elly) 
7. Cora Ellen (Cory)    7. William (Bill)  
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MEM0RIAL  

Virgil M. Clarkson, Indianapolis, died Friday, 20 October 1898 (1989?). He was 
born in Butlerville, Indiana, on 27 March 1911 to Thomas O. and Lena Miles Clarkson. 
He was an Army veteran of World War II and retired on 1970 from Central Motor Parts in 
Indianapolis. His wife and two infant children preceded him in death. Surviving are two 
nephews and four nieces, including Bonita Welch.  

* * * * * * * * * * *  
Thomas M. Clarkson, Butlerville, Indiana, died 16 November 1989 of injuries 

received about four hours earlier in a traffic accident. His wife was seriously injured. He 
was born in Butlerville on 18 March 1909 to Thomas O. and Lena Miles Clarkson. He 
was a retired poultry and egg dealer and had also owned and operated a cattle trucking 
business. An avid sports fan, he and his wife attended most of the Jennings County High 
School sports activities. He had a portion of his barn loft fixed so young people could use 
it as an indoor basketball court. Surviving are his wife, Ada Klayer Clarkson; two 
daughters, Marilyn Detraz of Milan, and Majorie Roseberry of Columbus; three 
grandchildren; two nephews, and two nieces, including Bonita Welch.  

* * * * * * * * * * * 
M. Duane Vawter, 54 of Indianapolis, died 28 November 1989. He was a self-

employed electronics technician, and an Army veteran. Survivors: wife Carol Derbin 
Vawter; sister, Diane Lawrence; brothers, Nelson G. & Raymond G. Vawter Jr.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Beth Sabel would like to locate two books she has loaned out: The Family of Albert 
& J os ie Va wter by Sh ir ley Byler a n d h er book on Ca s t les . If you h a ve eith er of th es e two 
books, please let her know.  

Don t forget to b r in g you r "door p r ize" don a t ion s of h obby or cra ft work . We a ll look 
forward to the fun of these door prizes.  

From your Editor Esther Vawter - The DEADLINE for sending me stories and genealogy 
material for the Newsletter is by the 20th of the months of: Feb., May, Aug. & Nov. We 
should have a variety of items in our newsletters, which we can have if you will send me 
stories. I can only print what you send to me.  

Our VVVF Association voted to give up the idea of up-dating the book, The Vawter Family 
in America by Bicknell. It was felt the job would be too big and we would end up with too 
many volumes costing too much. In its place it was decided to include genealogy in each 
issue of the newsletter. This is especially important when Bicknell left out of her book all 
the VVV's with the Vaughter(s) spelling. This is also important because copies of our 
n ewsletter is mailed to libraries, historical and genealogy societies.  

I challenge each of you to be a newsletter reporter for your own family and branch.  

____________________________________________________________________________________  

MEMBERSHIP DUES $7 .00 PER YEAR - DUE AND PAYABLE IN AUGUST TO: VVVF 
ASSOCIATION Mail to: Sue Vawter, Rt. 6, Box 370, Nacogdoches, TX 75961  
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A FAMILY MEETING  

The Vernon Banner - Vernon, IN., 16 April 1863   

From: Bonita Welch, Exchange Editor, R. R. #1, Box 227, Scipio, IN 47273  

The remaining members of the family of Elder Jesse Vawter, who died March 20 
1838, in the 83rd year of his age, met many of their relatives and friends, seventy four in 
number, at the residence of James Vawter, Sen., near North Madison, the 2nd day of 
April, in honor of the 80th birthday of Elder William and James Vawter, twin brothers. 
The united ages of the only survivors, two brothers and two sisters, amounted to 299 
years. Seldom have we ever witnessed a gathering of so many very aged persons, among 
whom we will mention the names of our esteemed christian friends, Elder Wm. T. Stott, 
age 75, Elias Stapp 77, Mathew Wise 74, and A. Moncrief 66 years. There were also 
present many friends and relatives from Vernon, among whom was the widows of Achilas 
Vawter and Elder John Vawter.  

It was indeed good to be there and look upon the faces of those aged ones, who, 
like the sturdy forest oaks, have weathered the storms of many winters. Truly the scenes 
witnessed upon that occasion will not soon be erased from memory. We were forcibly 
impressed with the words of the prophet, "Behold !  this day I am going the way of all the 
earth."  

One remarkable circumstance was the meeting of all the children (nine in 
number) of James Vawter and their wives (one excepted) and children, numbering in all 
twenty-six, another thing which gave us great pleasure to witness, was the union and 
good will existing among the family and friends, and we were led to exclaim, "Behold, how 
good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity !"  

On e th in g a lon e ca s t a s h a dow o er th e flit t in g m in d , wa s on e wh os e cou n s els we 
often had, and whose voice mingled with ours, since last we met one year ago in Vernon, 
was not with us. His voice (Elder John Vawter's) was hushed in death, and another had 
shortly previous (Achilas Vawter) gone to the spirit land. Two brothers and two sisters of 
that once large family stood alone, like aged forest trees, reminding us that even the age 
of an octogenarian is but short, and their words seemed almost like those from the dead. 
Oh how our hearts beat in love as we remember that perhaps in a few months they too 
would be slumbering with the silent dead.  

Friend after friend departs, 
Who hath not lost a friend? 

There is no Union here of hearts, 
That finds not here an end.  

And again as we thought of the future our hearts beat with joy when lifes toils are 
over, we all may meet and have a glorious reunion "where the wicked cease from 
troubling and the weary are at rest." 



 
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR VVV PRESIDENT  

Dear VVV Cousins:  

You r p res iden t s pen t la s t Novem ber 8 th ru 13 in Rich m on d , Virgin ia m a k in g 
p la n s for you r 1990 VVV REUNION, to be h eld Au gu s t 3 ,4 & 5 . Robert M.(Bobby) a n d 
Don n a Va wter , from Dela wa re, join ed m e on Fr ida y, Novem ber 10 , a n d we  were a b le to 
m a ke m os t of th e a rra n gem en ts n eces s a ry for a grea t fa m ily ga th er in g. We decided on a 
h otel wh ich is clos e to down town Rich m on d . It is 12 b locks from Ca p itol Squ a re, s ite of 
th e Virgin ia Sta te, Ca p itol, th e Govern or 's Ma n s ion , a n d th e Old Bell Tower , a tou r is t 
in form a tion cen ter , a h a lf b lock a wa y is th e Virgin ia Sta te Lib ra ry a n d Arch ives , with it 's 
excellen t gen ea logica l a n d h is tor ica l records , a n d th e Old City Ha ll. Two b locks a wa y is 
th e J oh n Ma rs h a ll Hou s e, a n d ju s t a cros s th e s t reet is th e p res en t City Ha ll wh ere, from 
th e s ky wa lk a t th e top , you get a n excellen t b ird 's eye view of Rich m on d . An oth er th ree 
b locks a n d you a re a t th e Wh ite Hou s e of th e Con federa cy a n d th e Con federa te Mu s eu m . 
With in 5 m iles of th e h otel is St . J oh n 's Ch u rch , wh ere Pa tr ick Hen ry ga ve h is ,"...give m e 
liberty or give me death," speech. There are also 8 more museums within this radius. You 
a re with in a 60 m ile ra d iu s of Va u ter 's Ch u rch , Freder icks bu rg, Ta pa h a n n ock , 
Willia m s bu rg, York town a n d Peters bu rg. Wh ee !  I m u s t s ou n d like th e Rich m on d 
Chamber of Commerce.  

Th e h otel, Holida y In n Down town , is ch a rgin g u s $45 .00 , p lu s ta x, per da y for a 
room with on e to fou r occu pa n ts . Th ey h a ve n ice, la rge room s , la rge con ven ien t m eet in g 
room s a n d free va let pa rk in g. Brea k fa s t will be on you r own , bu t th ey will h a ve a 
breakfast bar buffet to speed up our morning routine.  

Fr ida y, Au gu s t 3 , a fter ou r open in g s es s ion , we will h ea r Mr. Ch a r les Ka lbe, of th e 
Virgin ia Sta te Lib ra ry a n d Arch ives , wh o will exp la in to u s wh a t m a ter ia l is a va ila b le a n d 
h ow to fin d it . After lu n ch , we will go to Ca p itol Squ a re wh ere we will h a ve a gu ided tou r 
of the Capitol Building, then you are free to tour whatever you desire on your own. Friday 
n igh t is ou r in form a l d in n er , wh ich will be s erved bu ffet s tyle. After d in n er we will h a ve a 
speaker, an open discussion and door prizes.  

On Sa tu rda y, Au gu s t 4 , we will t ra vel by ch a r tered bu s to Va u ter 's Ch u rch a n d th en 
3 m iles a wa y to th e Wh ea t la n d Pla n ta t ion , wh ere th e la d ies of th e ch u rch will s erve u s a 
p icn ic lu n ch in th e ga rden . Nea rby, is Wh ea t la n d 's dock a n d wh a rf, it is th e on ly or igin a l 
s tea m boa t wh a rf rem a in in g on th e Ra ppa h a n n ock River . Wh ea t la n d is own ed by Mr. 
Field in g Lewis Dick in s on , wh os e grea t , grea t gra n d fa th er , Field in g Lewis , wa s th e 
h u s ba n d of Bet ty Wa s h in gton , a s is ter of George Wa s h in gton . Th os e of you wh o a t ten ded 
th e reu n ion in 1985 a t Freder icks bu rg m a y h a ve tou red Ken m ore, Th e Field in g Lewis 
h om e with th e orn a tely decora ted ceilin gs . If you tou r th e Virgin ia Ca p itol Bu ild in g, be 
s u re to pa y clos e a t ten t ion to th e m a gn ificen t Hou don s ta tu e of Wa s h in gton , th e on ly 
s ta tu e of Wa s h in gton ever s cu lp tu red from life. Wh en you m eet Mr. Dick in s on , n ote th e 
fa cia l fea tu res . Th e Wa s h in gton gen es a ppa ren t ly go fa r , fa r ba ck . Th e Sa tu rda y n igh t 
dinner will be a sit-down meal. After dinner we will have our election of officers, memorial 
s ervice for th os e wh o h a ve depa r ted , th e you n ges t a n d oldes t pers on s p res en t , wh o 
traveled furthest, door prizes, etc.. 



 
Sunday August 5, you will be on your own. If enough interest is shown, we will try 

to arrange for a special 11:30 morning church service at Vauter's Church. Transportation 
to this service would have to be by private auto. Please let me know as soon as possible if 
you a re in teres ted in goin g to s u ch a s ervice, s in ce it will ta ke s om e t im e to m a ke th ese 
arrangements.  

As you know, in the past, we have always given a love fund to the church. We will do 
the same again this year. I hope you will be generous and open your hearts and purses 
wide. Also, will you begin to think of something you can donate for a door prize. Any item 
of craft or hobby will be appreciated.  

I a m look in g forwa rd to s eein g ea ch of you in Au gu s t . Bobby, Don n a a n d I h a ve 
t r ied to m a ke th is reu n ion edu ca t ion a l, in teres t in g a n d th orou gh ly en joya b le. We rea lize 
th a t it will be m ore expen s ive th a n s om e of th e oth ers beca u s e of th e d is ta n ce t ra veled , 
th e n eces s ity of ch a r ter in g bu s s es a n d th e fa ct th a t it is in a la rger city. Bu t , rem em ber 
that th is is th e region from wh ich we a ll des cen ded a n d is th e fou n ta in -h ea d wh ich 
p rodu ced ou r glor iou s n a t ion . More of ou r h is tory, both fa m ily a n d n a t ion a l, or igin a ted 
from th is a rea th a n from a n y oth er p la ce. Let u s s t r ive to h a ve a record a t ten da n ce th is 
year.    

Long live VVV,  

Marvin D. Vawter 
11205 Wornall Road 
Kansas City, MO, 64114-5342         
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VAWTER - SONG WRITER  

From the book Sacred Solos & Duets No. 1, compiled by J.E. Sturgis, published in 
1925 by The Standard Publishing Co., of Cincinnati, OH  you will find the song: 
"Sometimes", copyrighted in 1913 by C. R. L. Vawter. His line descends from Philemon & 
Ann Vawter (See Bicknell p. 329).  

BIG REVIVAL IS BEING HELD AT CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

From: North Vernon Sun, North Vernon, IN 24 June 1910 (C.R.L. Vawter)  

The revival meetings in progress at the Christian church are now engrossing the 
attention of the christian people of N. Vernon. These meetings which began Sunday are 
being led by VAWTER, Tuttle and VAWTER of Kansas City, MO., who are among the 
leading evangelists working among the Christian churches. They have just closed a very 
successful campaign at Middlesborough, KY., and their time is now taken until the first 
of February.  

C. R. L. VAWTER, the evangelists, is the head of the party and a native of 
Kentucky having been born near Maysville in that state. He is a graduate of Transylvania 
University, which is the oldest college west of the Alleghenies. He has held meetings from 
the great lakes to the gulf and from coast to coast. In several states he has broken the 
record for accessions in a single church meeting.  

Mr. Vawter has his work well in hand. He never lags nor do his helpers. 
There are no dry moments in his sermons; no going to sleep before him. He preaches the 
gospel in love and constantly appeals and asks men to appeal to the bible. He has no 
quarrel with those who differ from him, but believes that the thing to do is to remember 
that the other may be honest and may love God sincerely and is therefore entitled to 
respect and consideration. He uses no notes and has no stand in front of him. 

The meetings as conducted by Mr. Vawter are very spiritual and while doctrinal 
d ifferen ces a re d is cu s s ed it is n ot don e in a pa rt is a n wa y. Th e eva n gelis t s a ys :  I will tell 
you what I believe and why I believe it. Let's talk the matter over."  

Wallace Tuttle, the director of music, .......... Mrs. Vawter, the accompanist of the 
party, is a daughter of the south and possesses a very charming personality. She received 
her musical education under the best instructors in Louisville, and is a master of her 
work. She has a rich, mellow contralto voice which she uses very effectively in solo and 
duet work. A large share of her husband's success in his work is due to her assistance. 

Th e clos in g m eet in g wa s h eld a t th e Ph ilba rg th ea tre wh ich wa s pa cked both a t 
the afternoon and night meeting.  

The evangelists left this city for Bennington Gap, VA. 
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This story has been written up by Sally Brown of OK - Associate Editor  

VELMA READ TIDWELL of Yukon, Oklahoma, who is 91 years young, wrote to 
Esther Vawter to tell her about a happy time in her life. This letter was in response to 
Es th er s requ es t for fa m ily s tor ies in th e la s t n ews let ter . 

In the 1930's Velma and her husband Robert, and their son, Don, lived in a 
number of places in California. They particularly enjoyed living in Danville because it was 
the place where a number of movies were filmed. A movie company had many filming 
stages there with all the props and equipment needed for picture making. Robert Tidwell 
was hired by the movie company to be the caretaker. Velma, Robert, and Don were often 
hired by the movie company to be extras in films. Velma especially enjoyed being in films 
about the frontier days. She treasurers a picture of herself dressed in her costumes for 
one of those films.  

Velma's parents, Margaret Elizabeth Vawter Read and John Robert Read, had 
moved by covered wagon to Lindsay in Indian Territory when Velma was a very small 
child. Then when she was about fifteen years old they moved to Bethany, OK. where she 
and Robert met. Much later after living in California for a number of years, the family 
moved back to Oklahoma in 194l. Velma hopes to come to the VVV Reunion in Virginia.  

(Note: Sally phoned Velma to ask her the name of her grandparents, but she didn't 
remember. However, she did know that she is a double cousin with Ora Wicker. Can 
someone come up with her line?)  

QUERY 
From: Jennifer J. Taylor, 2322 - 169th Place S.E., Bothell, WA 98012  

My 5th g-grandmother, Mary Ann Vawter, b. in Essex Co., VA in Aug. 1761 d. in 
Clermont, OH on 4 June 1841. She married Christopher Chaffin in Powhatan Co., VA on 
22 Aug. 1778. Who are the parents of Mary Ann Vawter?  

NOTICE  

It h a s been th e policy of th e VVVFA th a t a ll VVV's a ge 80 or over a re eligib le for 
free membership and newsletter.  

Beth Sabel, 931 S.E. 33rd Ave., Portland, OR 97214-4279 (who is our circulation 
Editor) wants ALL members who receive this newsletter to reply by letter or postcard with 
your TYPED return address or a return address sticker. If you are 80 or over also state 
that. Many people are receiving the newsletter at no charge. We, your officers council, will 
meet in August to go over the roll. We want those who are eligible to receive their 
newsletter. So, please answer.  

NEW MEMBER 
Joyce Carter, 5810 Par Four Drive, Houston, TX 77088 Line: Bartholomew & 

Winifred (Hodgson/Hodges) Vawter,  Benjamin, Richard, Edward, Hirum & Mary 
(Polly)(Good)Vawter.  

VVV TRIVIA  

Accordin g to a recen t ly pu b lis h ed book , Th e Ra t in g Gu ide to Life in Am erica s 
Small Cities, our annual VVV reunions have been held in three of the top 30 cities. 
Fredericksburg, VA. (1985 reunion) is listed as #3; Gainsville, GA (1988) is 15th and 
Columbus, IN., (1987) is 27th. Hmmmm......Which came first, the VVV's or the quality? 
From: Bonita Welch of IN. 
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Rose S. Monroe 
P O Box 23447 
Anchorage,  KY  40223              
Cou s in ch a r t

       
                     SAMUEL   VAWTER  *

          
                         | b. ca 1738          
                         |  w. Essex Co., VA          
                   |   d.    1788        

              DRUCILLA VAWTER    |  w. Cumberland Co.         
                         | b.  15 July 1778                            VA        
                         | w. Cumberland Co. VA     m.    1763                                                      

      |  d. 5 Nov. 1856                To: (2)  Agnes                                    
                    CAROLINE MARTIN     |  w. Weakley Co., TN               Richardson         
                  | b. 1  May  1808             m.       1796                     b.             ?               

                                       | w.  ? Halifax., Co., VA   To: Thomas Martin          d.   ca  1818      
                           |  d. 20 Apr 1885              b.  10 May 1776              w. Charlotte Co.VA     

      WADE HAMPTON           | w. Weakley Co.,  TN     w. Buckingham Co. VA       CHILDREN   
                                                NOWLIN                     | m.  5. June 1872              d. 24 Nov  1854                1. John     

                       | b.  Sep 1842 / Oct             To: David K.                    w. Weakley, Co., TN         2. Clement    
                       |               1844                              Nowlin                    CHILDREN                      3. Elliott                
                       | w. AL  or TN           b. Apr 1808 / 9             1. Elizabeth E.                   4. Mary (Polly)                

                         JOHN DAVID               | d. 1 / 2 Mch 1910              w. Pittsylvania                 2. Mary C.                          5. Elizabeth   
                            NOWLIN , SR            |  w. Carroll Co. TN                       Co.  VA                  3. William                          6. Jesse  
                     | b. 26 June 1886               m. 8 Oct 1879                   d. 20 Nov  1873               4. CAROLINE                    7. DRUCILLA  
                     | w.  Carroll Co., TN            To: (2) Maggie Erin          w. Weakley Co.,  TN        5. Susan            8. Beverly   

  | d.  11 Oct. 1958                      Henderson  **          CHILDREN          6. Martha            9. Peggy 
CHARLOTTE ERIN    | w.  Memphis, TN             b. 13  May 1862                  1. Thomas Martin           7. Malinda         
     NOWLIN                     | m . 10 Aug  1910             w. Carroll, Co. TN               2. Mary Ann 
b.  6 Dec 1911   To:  Jessie Marian             d. 28 Nov. 1918                  3. Martha Francis 
w. Hulbert, OK                             Gardner                 w. Carroll Co., TN               4. William David 
d. 1 Oct.  1970   b. 12 March 1889                CHILDREN                        5. George W. 
w. Memphis, TN              w. Obion Co. TN                1. Fred Henderson               6. Bryan Ward 
m. 7 June 1937               d. 30 May 1972                   2. Wade Hampton               7. John A.J. 
To: Reuben Sawyer        w. Memphis, TN                  3. JOHN DAVID                  8. WADE HAMPTON 
b. 31 Dec 1901                  CHILDREN                       4. Julia                                9. James M. 
w. Memphis, TN  1. CHARLOTTE ERIN        5. Robert Donnell              10. Susannah A. 
d. 25  Nov 1976               2. Louise G.      6. Mary Kathleen               11. Robert E. 
w. Oldham Co. KY          3. John David, Jr.                7. Caroline M.                     12. Benjamin F. 
Children:                     4. George Gardner 
1. ROSE LOUISE  5. Wade Hampton    

*   Samuel was a son of Edward (the builder): see VVVFANL, 
     Vol. 9, #1, p. 4, for further information. 
**  Firs t wife, Em m a Hen ders on , wa s MEH s s is ter .  Emma 
     had one child who died in infancy.    
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From: William Snyder Vawter Material  

I    Russell VAWTER     I     Russell VAWTER 
II   Beverly VAWTER  
III  Allan Taylor VAWTER     II    Chadwell VAWTER 

b. Nov. 1830 Cumberland Co., KY         b. 14 Sept. 1790 
      d. 4 Nov. 1904 Macomb, IL          m. Susan Taylor 

m. 4 March 1854 Macomb, IL 
To: Florinda Elizabeth Kellogg    CHILDREN. 
 b. 8 June 1836 Ohio      
d. 1925 Macomb, IL     1. George T.         

2. Pauline 
CHILDREN:        3. Beverly S. 
1. Lemuel Ervin b. 11 July 1855    4. William 

d. 19 May 1925    5. Matilda 
2. Ada b. 1856, d. 1857     6. Sophronia 
3. George Allan b. 4 Jan. 1858     7. Josiah 
4. John N. b. 1859, d. 1887  
5. Annie b. 1861, d. 1861     (All born about the 1830's) 
6 . Thomas b. 1862, d. 1862  
7. Harry Milton b. 1864  

_     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _  

William Henry Black, son of Henry Black and Mary Allison b. 28 Nov. 1846, IL., d. 15 
Jan. 1920 Macomb, IL m. 11 Jan. 1874 Macomb, IL 
To: Eliza beth J a n e VAWTER, da u gh ter of Willia m Bra d ford VAWTER a n d Em m a 

Stevnson b. 9 March 1854 Macomb, IL  

CHILDREN: 1. Charles LeRoy b. 1 March 1880 Macomb, IL 
2. Bertha Ellen b. 12 Feb. 1882 Macomb, IL 
3. Jessie Blanch b. 21 March 1884 Macomb, IL 
4. Ruth Jane b. 31 Jan. 1886 Macomb, IL 

_     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _  

Anderson Tinsley Blanton, son of David Blanton and Lucy Johns  
b. 1794      d. 26 March 1832, Cumberland Co., VA 
m. Elizabeth Pitt VAWTER, daughter of Edward VAWTER and Sarah Lee  
b. 1774 Buckingham Co., VA  
d . TN 

CHILDREN: 1. Sarah b. 1812, m. John M. Hammeltree 
  2. Mary Frances b. 1813, m. Seymour Reynolds 
  3. George Wyatt b. 1 April 1814, d. 1870 
  4. Edward Anderson b. Jan. 1815 Cumberland Co., VA 

d. 10 Jan. 1900 Richmond, VA  
  5. Alexander Monroe b. 1816, d. 1859 

_      _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _     _ 
Emily Kyle VAWTER, daughter of John Elliott VAWTER and Emily Kyle Rudisill   

b. 1 Aug. 1888 Powellton, W. VA       m. 29 Oct. 1916 Ansted, W. VA 
To: Dr, L. O. Fox, son of Dr. G. W. Fox and Ada Hess Fox 
b. 1888 Fayette Co., W. VA 

CHILDREN: 1. Lorah Otho b. 7 April 1919  
      2. George b. 27 April 1923 
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MEMORIAL 

B. (Bessie) E. Van Osdol-Schneider, born 19 August 1911 near Epworth, MO died 
25 March 1990 in Wichita, KS at age 78. She was a school teacher for 42 years, 39 of 
them in KS. She retired in 1976 having taught the last 13 years as an instructor of 
Journalism and English. Survivors include her sisters, Mrs. A. L. Keck, Mrs. Marvin W. 
Brigman and Mrs. Rex Bowman as well as her brothers, Perry H. Van Osdol and Elton 
and a half-brother George.  

B. Van Osdol-Schneider designed flyers for two of our reunions which were mailed 
out to History and Genealogical Societies as well as newspapers to announce our 
reunion. She also illustrated Volume I and II of our VVV  Vital Vittles cook books.   

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Hubert B. Vawter, 79 of Hot Springs died 13 October 1989. He was a member of 

Westminster Presbyterian Church. Survivors include two daughters, Patsy Poole and 
Charlotte Tillman, one brother, Lester Vawter and one sister, Alma (Vawter) Allen, all of 
Hot Springs. 

* * * * * * * * * * *  

Dr. Gordon Fuller Vawter, a pediatric pathologist and medical school professor of 
MA died at age 67. Dr. Vawter was Associate Pathologist In-Ch ief a t Ch ild ren s h os p ita l, 
at which he worked for more than three decades, also was a professor of pathology at 
Harvard Medical School.  

Dr. Vawter was born in Benton Harbor, MI. He is survived by his wife, the former 
Gabriele Meyer, a daughter, Dorothy Vawter of Minneapolis; two sons, Wm Vawter of Salt 
Lake City and Thomas Vawter of Natick, MA.; and two sisters, Dorothy Robb of Captiva, 
FL., and Virginia Storr of Toronto.  

(Sent to me by Paul E. Vawter of N.J. who says he saw the obituary in many 
papers including The New York Times. Paul believes he is related to the Vawter family 
who owned and operated the firm of Baker-Vawter who mfg. bookkeeping forms etc. since 
they were located in Benton Harbor, MI)   

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Vivian Elizabeth Thompson, 88 died 12 Jan 1990 in Annapolis, MD. She was a 

former resident of North Vernon, IN where she and her husband, Albert B. Thompson, 
owned and operated the Park and Ritz theaters.  

Mrs. Thompson was born in Madison, IN., the daughter of William D. & Daisy 
Wooden. Survivors are two children, Judith Thorpe and Richard Thompson; a brother, 
Paul Wooden. She was preceded in death by her husband. Her line: Jesse & Elizabeth 
(Watts) Vawter, Sarah (Vawter) & Thomas Stribling, Artemecia (Stribling) & Michael Wolf, 
Elizabeth Wolf & Milton H. Wooden, William D. Wooden & Daisy. (See Bicknell p. 219 & 
236)  

______________________________________________________________________________________  

MEMBERSH!P DUES $7.00 PER YEAR - DUE AND PAYABLE TO: VVVF ASSOCIATION 
Mail to:     Sue Vawter, Rt. 6, Box 370, Nacogdoches, TX 75961    
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FINAL REUNION NOTES  

Remember to bring your craft items for our drawing.  

Come prepared to take part in all the activities.  

If you want to do research, the Holiday Inn Downtown is located ½ block from the 
Virginia State Library and Archives.  

Saturday you will en joy vis it in g Va u ter s Ch u rch a n d th en on to Wh ea tla n d 
Pla n ta t ion for a p icn ic lu n ch .  Nea rby is Wh ea t la n d s dock & wh a rf, th e on ly s tea m boa t 
wharf remaining on the Rappahannock River.  

Hope to see you there !!! 
FLASH 

I, Esther Vawter, your news editor would like to share room and expense with a 
single lady coming to the reunion, to take in Thursday night thru Saturday night.  Please 
write or phone me: 1713 Merkley Avenue, West Sacramento, CA 95691  (916) 371-9156.  

SHIRLEY BYLER S VAWTER BOOK  

Her book Th e Fa m ily of Alber t & J os ie Va wter is d ivided in to two s ect ion s . 
Section I  provides information on the descendants of Albert Vawter, son of John Taylor 
Vawter. 

Section II begins on page 234 and goes thru 522 providing information on the 
early Virginia families connected with the Vawters, such as: Noel, Page, Gibs, Stokley, 
Vallott, Towles, Tucker, Hodgson, etc.  Also, in this section you will find the Vawter line 
down to Jesse Vawter & Elizabeth Watts and Philemon Vawter & Anna Vawter.  Many 
VVVFA members descend from these two couples.  

If they are still available, the cost was $40.00 plus $2.50 for postage and 
handling.  Contact Shirley Byler, Rt. 1, Box 319, Sweene, TX  77480  

E.B. VAWTER S GENEALOGY NOTES  

For a long time now, I have been researching the family of William & Mary 
(Rucker) Vawter 

 

th e broth er of Bickn ell s J es s e & Ph ilem on  who had settled in 
Woodford Co. KY.  I recently found the marriage bonds, signed by William Vawter and 
Elliott Rucker and witnessed by an unknown son of William, John R. Vawter.  They name 
Willia m s da u gh ter , Ma ria Va wter m a rr ied George W. Ru cker a n d h is s on Da vid J a m es on 
Vawter married to Harriot Rucker, children of Elliott Rucker.  

I also found Winifred Hodgson (Hodges) grandparents to be Thomas & Elizabeth 
(Allen) Page.  This makes two more generations to her ancestors.     



A MESSAGE FROM YOUR VVV PRESIDENT  

Dear VVV Cousins:  

With th e a pp roa ch of s u m m er, m y excitem en t over th e for th com in g VVV Fa m ily 
Reu n ion in crea s es , a n d I h ope th a t you rs does too. I ju s t received a let ter from Mrs . 
Mu s coe Ga rn et t , a n d s h e tells m e that th e la d ies of Va u ter 's Ch u rch m et on Ma y 14 to 
p la n for th eir role in ou r reu n ion . Th e m en u on Sa tu rda y, Au gu s t 4 , is to be a n old 
fa s h ion ed "Cou n try-Style Virgin ia Picn ic." It will fea tu re ba rbecu ed m ea t , h om e grown -
vegeta b les from th e la d ies ga rden s , ca n ta lou pe a n d wa term elon , pa s tr ies a n d s oft d r in ks . 
On Su n da y, Au gu s t 5 , th e la d ies look forwa rd to ou r a t ten d in g th e 10 :30 A.M. s ervices a t 
Va u ter 's Ch u rch . After s ervices , Th ey a re p la n n in g a s pecia l coffee pa r ty in th e pa r is h 
house in our honor.  

In m y la s t "Pres iden t 's Mes s a ge," I n eglected to m en tion that th ere is a r iverboa t 
tou r th a t goes from Ta ppa h a n n ock , u p th e Ra ppa h a n n ock River for 20 m iles to 
Leeds town . From th ere, bu s s es ta ke you to In gles ide Pla n ta t ion Win ery, wh ich is a 
Na t ion a l His tor ic Regis tered p la ce. An op t ion a l lu n ch , a t extra cos t , is s erved th ere. On 
th e retu rn t r ip , th e boa t s tops a t th e wh a rf a t Wh ea t la n d Pla n ta t ion , wh ere ou r p icn ic is 
bein g h eld on Au g. 4 . Th is is n ot a pa r t of ou r p la n n ed a ct ivit ies beca u s e it ta kes from 
10 :00 A.M. u n t il 5 :00 P.M.. An y of you wh o m a y be in teres ted in ta k in g th is t r ip on you r 
own , ca n ob ta in m ore in form a tion from th e a dd res s lis ted below. It is a dvis a b le to m a ke 
reservations early since this is a very popular cruise.  

Rappahannock River Cruise 
Warsaw, VA, 22572 
Telephone: (804) 333-4656  

Beca u s e th is is th e en d of m y s econ d term a s p res iden t , a n d p roba b ly th e la s t 
oppor tu n ity I will h a ve to a dd res s m a n y of you d irect ly, I wa n t to ta ke th is occa s ion to 
th a n k a ll of you for a llowin g m e to h a ve th e h on or of bein g you r p res iden t . If I h a ve been 
derelict in m y du t ies , or h a ve s ligh ted a n yon e, I a s s u re you th a t it wa s u n in ten t ion a l a n d 
on ly th e res u lt of m y ign ora n ce. My s in cere wis h is th a t ea ch a n d every on e of you cou ld 
come to the 1990 reunion so that I could tell each of you personally how I feel.  

Long Live VVV  

Marvin D. Vawter 
11205 Wornall Road 
Kansas City, MO, 64114-5342b     

(Summer 1990)   
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FAMILY ASSOCIATION  Fall 1990   Volume 15 #1  

FAMILY ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT: John H. Vawter, Rt. 6, Box 370, Nacogdoches, TX 75961 
V.P.: Bishop Billy Mack Vawter, 3618 S.W. 39th, Oklahoma City, OK 73119 
SECRETARY: Beth Melton, 1211 Casa Vale, Dallas, TX 75218-3141 
TREASURER: Sue Vawter, Rt. 6, Box 370, Nacogdoches, TX 75961 
ASSIST.  TRES.: John H. Vawter 
HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST: Norma Vawter, 509 Oaklawn, Milan, TN 38358-9655 
NEWS EDITOR: Esther M. Vawter, 1713 Merkley Ave. W. Sacramento, CA 95691-3201 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR: Sally Brown, 3016 S. Madison, Tulsa, OK 74114 
CIRCULATION EDITOR: Beth Sabel, 931 S. E. 33rd Ave., Portland, OR 97214-4279 
EXCHANGE EDITOR: Bonita Welch, R. R. #1, Box 227, Scipio, IN 47273 
MEMBERSHIP: Bobbie Meek, 20025 106th Dr., Sun City, AZ 85373-1010  

REUNION MEMORIES 
Th u rs da y th e Ea r ly Birds m et in th e h os p ita lity room a n d were h os ted by Bobbee & 

Donna Vawter of DE.  

Friday 9:00 a.m. Officers meeting - It was decided that dues were to be from 
January to January for the sake of keeping the books. Those who pay at the 
reunion will be paying five months in advance, or getting five months free however 
you want to look at it. 

It was decided to appoint a Membership person who would take charge of the address 
labels and keep track of those who are not paid up. A one year grace period will 
be given after you receive a statement that your membership dues are due. The 
treasurer, Sue Vawter, will go through the membership list and drop all those 
who have not paid their dues for more than one year.  

There will be another printing of the Volume 1 & 2 of the VVV Vital Vittles (cookbook). 
You may order from Bonita Welch and the cost is $7.00 each, which includes 
packaging and mailing. Bonita's address is above.  

The VVVFA is working on Incorporation papers and looking into liability insurance.  

10:00 a.m. Official opening of the 13th annual VVVFA by Vice President, John H. Vawter 
in the absence of President, Marvin Vawter. We were sorry to hear he was having 
eye surgery. We all wish him well.  

After the ringing of the "cow bell" by John Vawter, Bobbee Vawter of DE led us in 
the pledge to the U.S. flag and Bishop Billy Mack Vawter gave the invocation. 

A let ter from ou r Pres iden t , Ma rvin Va wter wa s rea d by J oh n Va wter . Th e m in u tes of th e 
last reunion were read by secretary, Beth Melton of TX.  

The speaker for the morning was Mr. Charles Kolbe of the Virginia State Archives and 
library. The various things we could check were: 

Personal Property Taxes Patents & Grants 
Real Estate Taxes Vital Statistics 1853-1898 
Military Church records - Registars 
Public Service Claims Northern Neck Surveys etc. 
Civil War Material Tithable (Tax) list - white males 16 or older 
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Bruce Vawter of MO volunteered to host next years VVVFA Reunion to be held in St. 
Louis, MO. (Marvin had to drop his invitation to Kansas City, MO. because of 
health. )  

Future reunions are tentatively --Hot Springs, AR and Oklahoma City, OK  

Friday Afternoon  

On your own with suggested tours within 18 blocks of the hotel:  

1. Virginia State Archives and Library 
2. Virginia Capitol Building 
3. John Marshall Home 
4. White House of the Confederacy 
5. Confederate Museum  

Friday Night - Buffet  

Following dinner Jean Vawter Robinson of NC gave a talk about her trip to England and 
her visit to Trematon Castle and about a surprise Valletort. Jean's talk elsewhere 
in the newsletter.  

La ter a "s or t of" s tory of th e Sou th ern Migra t ion of VVV s by Wordn a & Fred Wicker with 
Fred telling a number of his famous tales.  

The evening meeting closed with the giving out of the door prizes. Glen, as usual brought 
one of his famous home-made clocks; there were several perpetual calendars, one 
of wood and one needlepoint and many other gifts.  

Th e gen ea logy ch a r t wa s pu t u p on th e con feren ce room wa ll, with a ll VVV's s ign in g in . 

Saturday Morning  

Two buses were loaded to visit the Vauter Church and grounds, where a lovely picnic was 
served to everyone.  

This was followed by a visit to the Wheatland Plantation, Mrs. Garnet proving a  beautiful 
hostess in a tour of her home.  

From there we walked down to the wharf which is still in use by a tour stop on the 
Rappahannock River. It is the only original steamboat wharf remaining on the 
Rappahannock River. 

Saturday Night 
Banquet - Recognition of: 

Youngest attender -Philip Scott Russell, son of Mike & Cindy Vawter Russell of 
Canton, IL 
Oldest attender: John Taylor of Memphis, TN 
Traveling the Farthest: Larry & Jacque Vaughters from Woodland, CA 
 According to the registration, Texas had top attendance with 18. 
Other top states:  IL with 15, MS with 13 and TN, OK tied with 12.  

In all there were 138 present with 25 first timers.  Twenty three states represented.  

Fall 1990 p. 3     Election of Officers 



 
Report from the Nominating Committee composed of: 
Bill Vawter of TX   Bobbi Meek of AZ   Norma Jean Vawter of TN 
Billy Mack Vawter of OK  Sally Brown of OK 
Election: 
John H. Vawter - President 
Bishop Billy Mack Vawter - Vice President  
Secretary - Beth Melton 
Treasurer - Sue Vawter  
Historian/Archivist - Norma Jean Vawter  
Newsletter Editor - Esther M. Vawter  
Circulating Editor - Beth Sabel 
Exchange Editor - Bonita Welch 
Membership - Bobbi Meeks  

From 6:00 p.m. through the evening everyone had their individual & family pictures 
taken to be put into a Memory Album. Taking of the pictures were free and if you wanted 
an album you could sign up for it. Those not attending may send  a picture to be 
included to: (Cost of Album $10.O0)   

1990 VVV Reunion   
Peach State Enterprises   
506 South 7th Street   
Cordele, GA 31015 

At th e la s t reu n ion , Bill Va wter of Hou s ton , TX wa s n a m ed "Ou ts ta n d in g Va wter" of th e 
year. At this reunion a plaque was presented to Bill Vawter.  

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
A Memorial Service was conducted by Wordna Wicker with her two granddaughters 
assisting by putting red and white carnations in vases as names were called. If when a 
name was read and you were related, you were requested to stand as remarks were given. 
Ellen Cummings, daughter of Wordna, sang a beautiful medley.  

1 - DEBRA KAY MARTIN - Birmingham, AL, formerly of Martin, TN. Descendant of 
Thomas & Drucilla (Vawter) Martin. Kinswoman of Jimmy Corbitt. 

2 - WALTER SPINK - Boring, OR. His wife is the former Eleanor Marie Vawter, sister of 
Beth Vawter Sabel, our Circulation Editor. 

3  MALCOL GORDON VAUGHTERS, JR., Byhalia, MS.  He was the nephew of Jimmy & 
Norma Vaughters of Memphis, TN 

4 -  PAUL E. VAWTER, Indianapolis, IN. He was a tool and die maker; a Navy veteran and 
a member of the Catholic Church. He leaves his wife, Rosalie; two sons Mark & 
Michael Vawter; and a daughter, Cheryl Sears. 

5 - VIRGIL M. CLARKSON, Indianapolis, IN. He was a retired employee of Central Motor 
Parts and a WW II Army veteran. His wife and two infant children preceded him in 
death. He is survived by two nephews and four nieces, one of who is Bonita Welch, 
our Exchange Editor. 

6 - THOMAS CLARKSON, Butlerville, IN. He was a retired poultry & egg dealer; avid 
sports fan. He is survived by his wife Ada; two daughters and three grandchildren, 
Uncle of Bonita Welch. 

7 - M. DUANE VAWTER, Indianapolis, IN.; self-employed electronics tech.; and Army vet. 
Survived by his wife, Carol; sister, Diane Lawrence and two brothers, Nelson & 
Raymond Vawter. 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE (cont.)  

8 - B. VAN OSDOL-SCHNEIDER, Wichita, KS. She was a retired school teacher with 
majors in Journalism & English. She is survived by three sisters; two brothers; and 
one half-brother. She attended a number of our reunions, designed two mail out 
flyers about our reunions and did the art work for our two VVV Cookbooks.  

9 - HUBERT B. VAWTER, Hot Sp r in gs , AR. He a t ten ded s evera l of ou r reu n ion s a n d h is 
family helped to host our first reunion in AR. 

10 - LAVADA VAWTER, Hot Sp r in gs , AR. Wife of Hu ber t B. Va wter d ied s ix m on th s a fter 
death of her husband. 

11 - PATSY VAWTER POOLE, Hot Sp r in gs , AR. Sh e d ied on e m on th a go a n d wa s th e 
daughter of Hubert B. & Lavada Vawter.  

12 - DR. GORDON FULLER VAWTER, MA. He was a pediatric pathologist and professor 
at Harvard Medical School. He and his wife attended the 1987 reunion in Columbus, 
IN. He is survived by his wife, a daughter Dorothy, two sons William & Thomas.  

13 - VIVIAN ELIZABETH THOMPSON, Annapolis, MD. She was a former resident of North 
Vernon, IN and related to the Vawters of that area. Her line is found in Bicknell pp 
219 & 236. 

14 - WILLIAM MURRAY WICKER, Memphis, TN. He was a retired teacher and guidance 
counselor. He is survived by his wife May; mother, Ora Wicker of Tupelo, MB; bros. 
Ken & Fred and uncle Reece.  

15 - HENRY ALEXANDER VAWTER, Winchester, VA. James Henry & Lillian Vawter 
attended reunion 10 years ago. His sister, Clara Vawter James was present at the 
1990 reunion. 

16 - LEWIS BEARDEN, Dawson Co, GA. He and his wife, the former Helen Vaughters  
attended the Georgia reunion. They will be remembered by those present as being the 
one who won the hand-made quilt.  

17 - ROBERT BURROW VAWTER, Jackson, TN. He was a retired carpenter and leaves his 
wife Lillian:  three daughters and two sons. 

18 - NELL STITT WARREN, Denver, TN. Died 3 July 1990 at age 97. She was married to 
the late David L. Warren and was the daughter of the late Andrew C. & Nelle Corbitt 
Stitt, first cousin of Jim Corbitt. Line p 224 in Bicknell.  

19 - WILLIS MAC VAWTER, Sa s k toon , Sa s ka ta wa n , Ca n a da . He wa s th e s on of Ch a r les 
Ralph & Elizabeth Goodwin Vawter. He is of the line of Glen Vawter of IL. 

20 - PAUL EUGENE VAWTER, Indianapolis, IN. died 13 Oct. 1989. He is of the Scyler 
Beverly Vawter line. He was the brother of Maxine Vawter Joling in attendance at the 
reunion.  

21 - PATRICIA ANN VAWTER, In d ia n a polis , IN. Sh e wa s a s is ter of Pa u l Eu gen e Va wter 
and also of Maxine Vawter Joline.  

22 - THEODORE ROOSEVELT VAWTER, Denver, CO. died 1 Aug. 1990 at age 86. He was 
an electrician by trade; son of Calvin & Josie Vawter. He is survived by his wife Lydia; 
two sons and one daughter; one sister, Shirley Vawter Byler. He was known officially to 
those of us in the VVVFA as Ted. He and his wife attended the first reunion in AR. and 
had his own reunion with his sister, Shirley for the first time in 25 years. Thereafter they 
both attended the VVVFA reunions until health prevented them in recent years. He was 
the uncle to Beth Melton and Beth Sabel.   
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The evening closed out with the drawing of the rest of the gifts. Total was 61 items.  

SUNDAY 
Ca ra va n to s ervice a t th e Va u ter 's Ch u rch 10 :30 a .m . Th e Love" offer in g to th e ch u rch 
amounted to $1,400. Communion was served using the original Silver chalice and plate.  

Lunch was served by the church members, a delightful ending to the 1990 VVVFA 
reunion. 

A TRIP TO TREMATON CASTLE, CORNWALL, ENGLAND  
By Jean Vawter Robinson - May 1990  

Six of us traveled for a week around Cornwall, England. It is the most Western 
county of England jutting out into the Atlantic. Our first two stops are  the ones which 
may be of interest to you. In a rented mini-van we crossed on a ferry from Plymouth to 
Cornwall and the peninsula location of Mount Edgcombe Country House and Park. 
Touring the house I found paintings of WILLIAM HENRY VALLETORT (1832-1917), 4th 
Earl of Mount Edgcombe, father of Viscount Valletort; and Viscount Valletort (1865-1944) 
on his 21st birthday, later the 5th Earl of Mount Edgcombe. (I do not know when the 
prefix "de" was dropped from the name). These two Earls are part of our on-going 
relatives in England.  

Our next stop was Trematon Castle, west from Plymouth across the River Tamar 
to Saltash and southwest of the little town of St. Stephens. We had help from three 
different people through narrow lanes and hedgerows and saw our first view of the castle 
across a pasture opening.  

Your Vawter (Vauter, Vaughter(s)) ancestry in America stems from the early 
deValletorts who came from Normandy (northern France) with William, Duke of 
Normandy and conquered England at the Battle of Hastings in 1066; now known as the 
Norman Conquest. The Duke became William the Conqueror or William I of England.  

William claimed the Monarchy of England as promised by Edward the Confessor 
years earlier. But on his death bed, January 5, 1066, Edward chose Harold Godwinson, 
2nd son of Godwin, his powerful advisor. Harold was crowned the following day.  

The Duke of Normandy in France sent several messages to Harold saying that he 
was coming within the year to take England for himself. He did so ten months later at the 
Battle of Hastings and Harold was killed. William promised land to all who fought with 
him. The largest grant was given to his half-brother, Robert of Mortain. In turn Robert 
assigned Trematon Castle and 33 other holdings to Reginald deValletort as chief tenant 
in 1068. This area included much of the counties  of Cornwall and Devon and east across 
to Kent, much of southern England. England at that time was made up of small 
agricultural towns with London being the center of government. Reginald deValletort was 
responsible for protecting and developing this area all the rivers and harbors in between. 

Trematon Castle was really a hill site location surrounded by a bailey wall 
of stone and wood. It was a Roman site of earlier centuries. Reginald deValletort built a 
high stone circular keep (a typical Norman Castle) to house the defenders, their armor, 
spears and all other defense weapons of the period. A stronger bailey wall was built. It is 
thought that the gatehouse with two iron gates to be raised and lowered (portcullises) 
was built in the mid-thirteenth century. An apartment on the 2nd and 3rd floors has 
been occupied in the past. The 3rd floor now serves as a dovecote.  

A man living in a small cottage at the entrance of the castle driveway secured 
permission for the six of us to see the castle. The people who lease the manor house 
(built in 1807) were very gracious to let us walk around the property.   Four 
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of us climbed to the keep and went inside. There are no interior walls or roof remaining, 
only natural grasses. My husband climbed a ladder up the interior wall of the keep and 
took pictures of the view. It was a thrill for me to have the privilege of seeing it all.  

Background history of Trematon Castle: 
1. Roman lookout fortification until 462 AD 
2. Norman Conquest, 1066 
3. Robert of Mortain gave tenancy to Reginald deValletort, 1068 
4. Edward III of England awarded Trematon Castle to his son Edward, the Black Prince 

in 1336 and established the Duchy of Cornwall.  

This is the beginning of granting properties for the personal income of the crown 
prince. Today the same property holdings are the income of Charles, Prince of Wales who 
is also the Duke of Cornwall.  

References; 
1. Ordnance Survey- Pathfinder 1356 (map) Plymouth 45/55 Crown copyright 1988  

2.  1066 The Year of the Conquest, David Howarth, The Viking Press, New York 1977  

3.  The Monarchs of England, Jean Morris. Charterhouse, New York 1975  

4. Ancient Trematon, Its Ties to the Present, visited by Dorothy I. Vawter, Text by B. Van 
Osdol-Schneider, Jan. 1982, copy available from files of VVVFA.  

N0MINATING COMMITTEE 1990-91 
Betty Bert of GA  Duncan Brown of OK   Bill Vawter of TX 
Bruce Vawter of MO  Wordna Wicker of  MS  

QUERY 
From: Nancy Foley Johnson, 1097 Chinoe Road, Lexington, KY 40502-3009  

Who was Margaret Vawter who married Robert Hill Sr.?  Robert was b. 3-10-1750 
Culpepper Co., VA., moved to KY 1789 and d. 7-28-1833 Bourbon Co. KY. He lived in 
later years in Bourbon Co., KY and evidently did not leave a will. He is a Revolutionary 
War soldier 1778 - discharged Aug. 1780 - pension application 1 April 1833. 
If anyone can help her, please fill me in also.  

From Karen Bowman, 3900 W. 126th Street, Leawood, KS. 66209  

I have the first three pages of "I Descend From Some Of the Planters of Old 
Rappahannock, Virginia" by W.T. Vawter which appeared in the Northeast Texas 
Genealogical Society Quarterly, Volume V, June 1974, Number 2.  

I would like to have the remaining pages as I would like to have the references for the 
information included in this article. I would like to know the documentation of the 
marriage of Thomas Page & Elizabeth Allen. If anyone has this documentation I would 
appreciate hearing from them.  

I in clu ded excerp ts of th is a r t icle in is s u e #18 for Sp r in g 1983 of th e VVVFA n ews let ter . I 
had only the first three pages also. (Esther Vawter)  

QUOTE - Every man is a bundle of his ancestors - Emerson 
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These are the names of those on the register attending some or all of the 1990 
VVVFA Reunion at Richmond, Virginia. There was a total of 138 present from 23 states.   

  ARIZONA      INDIANA 
Bobbi Meek      Bonita Welch  

CALIFORNIA     KENTUCKY 
Glenn & Marjorie Vawter     Mike & Michelle Alexander 
Garry & Glenda Vawter 
Larry & Jacque Vaughters     MARYLAND 
Esther M. Vawter     Mary G. Winningham  

DELAWARE      MICHIGAN 
Robert & Donna Vawter     Robert & Margaret Vawter  
Raymond & Marlyn Holder     Robert & Ila Vawter 
Robert & Mary Vawter     Gary Vawter 
Their children, Robert,  
Amanda & Jessie      MISSISSIPPI        

Martha Hudson 
WASHINGTON, D.C.    Emery & Clarice Mayer  

James G. & Elinor Vaughter    Fred & Wordna Wicker         
Roger & Gayle Wicker  

FLORIDA     Karen Vaughters Tatum  
David C. & Marie Vaughter     Mary Reese 
Becky Guinagh     Ken & Norma Wicker        

Randall E. & Blanche Murff 
GEORGIA       

Charles & Betty Burt       MISSOURI 
Cheryl Glasgow     Bruce & Linda Vawter 
Bud & Vivian Stephens  
Flora Vaughters Waters      NEW YORK 
Lula V. Thampson      A. Thomas & Cathryn Vauter 
John Carlson  
Margie Provine      NORTH CAROLINA       

Jean Vawter Robinson 
ILLINOIS 

Paul A. & Connie Bugos, Tad Bugos    OHIO 
Edith & Harry L. Vawter     Harold & Venie Vawters 
Donald & Alice Vawter  
Candy Vawter Russell  
Glen & May Vawter  
Roger Vawter       (over) 
Shirley Beasley, Mark 
Wilma Schapmise  

_______________________________________________________________________________________   

MEMBERSHIP DUE5 $7 .00 PER YEAR - DUE AND PAYABLE IN J ANUARY TO: VVVF 
ASSOCIATION Ma il to: Su e Va wter , Rt . 6 , Box 370 , Na cogdoch es , TX,   
75961-9687  



 
0KLAHOMA      VIRGINIA 

Oscar & Erma Vawter, Jr.     Ned & Ellen Cummings 
Edna & Woodrow W. Bowers    Harry C. &  Emily Dunlap  
Bill & Dorothy Vawter      James H. Vawter, Jean, Ralph & Lisa 
Bill & Diane Loch 
William D. & Diana Vawter      WISCONSIN 
Duncan & Sally Brown    Wayne Vawter 

Maxine Joling, Bill Cook, Larry Aue  
PENNSYLVANIA     & Dale Aue. 

Ann Raack Dome  
Clara V. James  

TENNESSEE 
Norma Vaughters 
James & Alliene Corbitt  
Betty Callis 
Lynn & Paul Weekley 
John & Hazel Taylor 
Robert M. & Norma Jean Vawter  
Jim & Barbara V. De Fur  

TEXAS 
John H. & Sue Vawter  
James E. & Mary Vawter  
Juanita M. Baker  
Bill & Sally Vawter  
Bess Shoemaker  
Beth & Joe Melton 
Bill & Thelma Shattuck  
Mildred Childers  
Jo & Larry Lacy 
Mace & Noel Moreland  
Phil Vaughter  

UTAH 
Kenneth & Anna Marie Vawter      
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PRESIDENT: John H. Vawter, Rt. 6, Box 370, Nacogdoches, TX 75961 
V.P.: Bishop Billy Mack Vawter, 3618 S.W. 39th, Oklahoma City, OK 73119 
SECRETARY: Beth Melton, 1211 Casa Vale, Dallas, TX 75218-3141 
TREASURER: Sue Vawter, Rt. 6, Box 370, Nacogdoches, TX 75961 
ASSIST.  TRES.: John H. Vawter 
HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST: Norma Vawter, 509 Oaklawn, Milan, TN 38358-9655 
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ASSOCIATE EDITOR: Sally Brown, 3016 S. Madison, Tulsa, OK 74114 
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TV  

In a recent TV docudrama "Insanity on Trial", based on the 1881 case of Charles 
Guiteau, RON VAWTER played the part of Charles Guiteau. Guiteau claimed he had been 
instructed by God to assassinate President James A. Garfield. Guiteau participated in his 
own defense during the 72 day trial. There were also comments from historians.  

Mount Edgcumbe - Valletort  

(Editor/Esther Vawter - After hearing about the travels of Jean Robinson and 
seeing the Valletort at Mount Edgcumbe in England I wrote to my valuable Valletort 
source of family history, James L. Vawter of El Campo, TX 77437 for an explanation. 
Below is what he believes to be essentially the information I requested.)  

Devonshire Pedigrees by John Tuckett display various genealogical charts, among 
which is that of Champernons.  

Temp. Edward I, Richard Champernon married Joan, daughter of Joan Valletort. 
Joan brought the manor of Modbury to this marriage, and the Champernons became 
known, as of Modbury.  

Two generations later another Richard Champernon married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Hugh Valletort, of North Tawton. Some generations later Richard and Elizabeth's 
descendant Jane Dernford, daughter of Stephen Dernford of Rome, married Piers Edg-
cumbe, the father of Sir Richard Edgcumbe, Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, and Viscount  
Valletort. Jane brought Mount Edgcumbe to their marriage before it was known as 
Mount Edgcumbe. Its Ante-Mount Edgcumbe name was Vaultershome.  

The Crown probably extended the Viscount Valletort title on the basis of part 
descendancy, and part landholdings. Vaultershome was in the Manor of Maker which 
was given to the ancient Valletorts by King Henry I. The gift also included the ancient 
Royal manors of Sutton, and Kings Tamerton. Sutton later became known in part as 
Sutton Vawter. These manors along with the Island of St. Nicholas, (now known as 
Drakes Island) which they also held just about took in all the land area around what is 
now known as Plymouth Harbor. 
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Mount Edgcumbe- Valletort cont. 

However, the Edgcumbes; even though related to the Valletorts by blood are not 
Valletorts. They only hold the Viscount Valletort title. A modern parallel to this situation 
would be the Duke of Norfolk. The Queen might call him Norfolk when speaking to him 
and he would respond, but his true name is Howard. Norfolk is only his titleur name,  

QUERY 
From James H. Vawter, Route #1, Box 293, Kinsale, VA 22488 - Ph. (804) 472-

2599 My father was James Samuel Vawter. I have very little information on his brothers 
and sisters. 

One brother, *William Alfred Vawter, lived in Roanoke, VA. He, his wife, Mable, 
and his two children are buried there. 

Uncle Alfred's one daughter, Agnes, married a Pat Patterson. I understand Agnes 
has a married daughter living in Virginia. I would like to locate her. Should anyone know 
of her, please let me know.  

Genealogy of James H. Vawter 
I   Bartholomew Vawter, II  Edward Vawter, III  William Vawter,  IV William Vawter, 
V John Henderson Vawter, VI John William Vawter  b. 30 Sept. 1834, d. 5-22-1914  

m. 25 Sept. 1866 To: Elizabeth Dew Kean 
CHILDREN 

1. John Alexander 8-29-1867,  4-30-1868 
2. Nelson Carlyle 12-23-1868, 12-10-1935 
3. Clara McDonald 1-23-1870, 4-24-1894 

   * 4.   William Alfred  5-7 -1872,  6-16-1955 
5.   Charles Kean  9-14-1873 
6.   Andrew Elliott 2-1-1876, 6-9 -1898 
7.   JAMES SAMUEL 
8.   Henry Alexander 10-21-1880, 6- -1948 

VII JAMES SAMUEL VAWTER b. 23 Feb. 1878, d. 22 July 1957, m. 28 Nov. 1900 
To: Sophie Pile at Green Spring, Abingdon, VA 

CHILDREN 
1. Ray Alexander b. 6 March 1902, d. 9 Sept. 1945 

m. 28 Aug. 1930 Methodist Episcopal Church, South Savage, MD 
To:  Francis Lillian Felton b. 24 June 1908, d. 18 Feb. 1989  
CHILDREN 
1. Robert Henry  5-11-32  
2. John William 2-15-36  

      2. Margaret Elizabeth b. 27 May 1904, d. 18 June 1909 
3. Virginia Dare b. 13 July 1906, m. 6 Aug. 1935 Mt. Zion Church, Highland, MD 

To: Paul Hicks Groseclose b. 11 June 1906, d. 8 April 1975  
CHILDREN  

1. William Taylor 1-21-37  
2. Keith Thomas 10-1 -40  
3. Paul Douglas 10-8 -45 

      4.  Mary Elinor b. 14 April 1912, m. 13 Jan. 1938 Laurel, MD  
To: James Wilson Shipley b. 1 Sept. 1914 

CHLDREN   
1. Thomas Alan Shipley   8-29-41   
2. Patricia Lynn  5-4 -45 

      5. James Henry  b. 28 July 1913, m. 19 June 1938 at bride's home Fairview Farm, 
                       To: Mary Evelyn Cissel b. 10 Aug. 1912                            Howard Co., MD   

CHILDREN   
1. Shirley Jean 11-28-45  
2. Ralph Courtney 11-13-47 
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NEW MEMBERS  

Becky Edwards Dinkins, Route #1, Box 51, Freeburg, IL 62243 (cousin of Fred Wicker) 

Jerry Edwards, 262 Suburban Avenue, Concord, N. C. 28027 (cousin of Fred Wicker) 

BIRTH  

The grand-parents, Larry William & Jacqueline May Reimer Vaughters,  of 
Woodland, CA. wish to announce that their son Lance William Vaughters and daughter-
in-law, Sigrid Elizabeth Kohler Vaughters are the proud parents of Lucia Jacqueline 
Reimer Vaughters was born 18 September 1990 at 10:25 p.m.  

MEMORIAL 
Patsy Vawter Poole died Tuesday, July 31 1990 at age 52. Patsy is the youngest daughter 

of Hubert B. Vawter and a niece of Alma V. Allen. She leaves her husband Orville 
Poole, five sons, five grand-children, sister, Charlotte Tillman, and an uncle, 
Lester D. Vawter.  

Scott Vawter age 82 died Thursday, 27 October 1990 in Indianapolis, IN.  He had 
been a machine repairman at Allison Transmission Division of General Motors 
Corp. for 25 years, retiring in 1969. He was the widower of Josephine Bowers 
Vawter, survivors: sons, Steven L. and Donald Scott Vawter; sisters, Catherine 
Rasdall and Martha Fishel; brother, George Vawter, eight grand-children and 
five g-grand-children.  

BRIDGEPORT CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
This church was established in the late Autumn of 1846 in the village of 

Bridgeport. For many years they had been members of the South Benson Baptist 
Church. On the beginning pages of the original record of this church appears the 
following: '"We whose names are hereunto subscribed, being Disciples of Jesus Christ, do 
this day form and constitute ourselves into a church of Christ to be known by the name 
of The Church of God at Bridgeport. Given under our hands this 7th day of November, 
1846". Twenty five names are listed.  

Land was given to this church by Mary Bailey Jenkins, a charter member, a tract 
between the Farmdale Road and South Benson Creek, and on this the first Christian 
Church of Bridgeport was erected at a point about 450 yards south of the Frankfort-
Shelbyville road. (Hopkins Co., KY)  

Forty pastors have served the Bridgeport Christian Church through the 109 years 
(1846-1955) of its existence one of whom was J. M. VAWTER. (Editor - Does anyone know 
where this Vawter fits in?)  

JAMES VAWTER HOME 
From: The Early Architecture of Madison, IN by John T. Windle & Robert M. Taylor, Jr. p. 

73 #31 - Vawter - Coleman House 
The land occupied by this house at 1534 Crozier Avenue was given to the city of 

North Madison by James Vawter for a school and meetinghouse. Probably built shortly 
after 1843, it shows many of the characteristics of Georgian architecture, such as the 
dormer windows, the slope of the roof, and the short windows on the first floor. In the 
interior there is a baseboard but no cornice, a chair rail, and a twisting staircase rising in 
one corner of the living room. The fireplace at the east end of the building has 
disappeared. The entire building is crude in its construction, giving credence to the idea 
that it was built by volunteers. The present owners are Perry and Virginia Coleman. 
(Published 1986) 
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Ancestors of:                    

Sally Brown                                    BARTHOLEMEW        

3016 Madison                VAWTER                  

Tulsa, OK  74114                                                 | b.            
       EDWARD VAWTER      |  d. 17 Sept. 1717 

               Cou s in Ch a r t            | b. ca. 1700                    m. 1698       
                                 | d. 6 Aug. 1779               w. St. Annes Parish 
         WILLIAM VAWTER      | w. Essex Co., VA          Essex Co. VA                          
       | b. 6  May 1735           m.             To: Winifred Hodgson                                             

                   Wm. BOULWARE VAWTER |  w. Essex Co. VA          To:Elizabeth Boulware     b.                              
| b. 26 May 1765                  d. 6 March 1815.          b.            d.     
| w. Orange Co. VA                w. Monroe Co. VA          d.               CHILDREN                     

                      MARY ELIZABETH    | d. 15 Nov. 1822                    m.                                        CHILDREN          1. John       
       VAWTER | w. Monroe Co. VA               To: Anne Ballard              1. Samuel                        2. William     
  | b. 1 Sept. 1808            m.  12 Feb 1795                     b. 23 Oct . 1733             2. WILLIAM                      3. David     
  | d. 23 Nov 1887            To:  Margaret Henderson       w. Spottsylvania, VA      3. Thomas                       4. Margaret         

JAMES VAWTER KERR  |  m. 4 Aug. 1840           b. 12 Feb. 1771                     d. 24 May 1814               4. Margaret                       5. Benjamin 
b. 19 June 1843   To: Moses Elliott Kerr     w. Greenbrier Co. VA             w. Greenbrier Co. VA    5. Elliott                            6. EDWARD 
d. 7 Jan 1917                    b. 1792 ?                      d. 15 Sept.  1853                   CHILDREN                      6. James 
m. (1) 26 Nov. 1874          d. 1872 ?                      w. Madison Co., VA              1.  WILLIAM                      7. Banjamin 
To: Sarah Baker                    CHILDREN                  CHILDREN 
b.     1. Margaret Anne          1. Elizabeth  1798-1850 
d. 8 May 1876                   2. JAMES VAWTER     2. John Henderson 1800-1877 
m. (2) 31 Dec. 1876          3. Elizabeth Jane          3. Anne 1802 
To: Rosa Belle Powell       4. William Elliott            4. Jane (Jennie) 1805 
b.  26 April 1852    5. Clara Isabell             5. MARY ELIZABETH 1808-1887 
d. 25 July 1901                                                       6. Elliot  1812 
   CHILDREN    7. James  1814 
1.Vida Ann 1879-1963 
2.Clara Margaret 1883-1925 
3.Marritt Vawter  1886 
4. RAYMOND POWELL 1891-1943             

RAYMOND POWELL KERR

          

| b. 6  July 1891          
| d. 16 Aug. 1943       

SARA JANE (SALLY) KERR | m. 29 Dec. 1920       
b. 11 Oct.  1921   to: Mary Jane Palmer       
m. 2 Feb. 1944  b. 27 March 1892       
To: Duncan C. Brown  d. 20 Jan. 1976       
b. 31 Dec. 1919      CHILDREN       
CHILDREN   1. SARA JANE (SALLY) 
1. Susan Elizabeth 
2. Stephen Ernest 
3. James Duncan 
4. Mary Catharine      
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From: David M. McDonald, 405 Bernard Dr. Buffalo Grove, IL 60089-3409  

HISTORY OF SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS  

P. 454 under the title, Eighth Annual Meeting 
Cantrall's Grove, in the north part of the county, was the place selected for the 

eighth annual meeting, and the Menard county old settlers had been invited to meet with 
the old settlers of Sangamon. The meeting was late in being called to order. Rev. Mr. 
Vawter of Cantrall delivered the address of welcome and prayer.  

p. 992 under the title, Second Rochester Christian Church: 
In September 1877 our new meeting house, thirty-six by fifty-six feet was ready 

for use, and the dedication sermon was preached by Elder W. W. Everest, President of 
Eureka College. In December 1877, Elder P. Vawter held a protracted meeting, which 
resulted in sixteen to twenty additions to the church.  

p. 1049 under the title, Religious: 
Th e Ch ris t ia n Ch u rch of Willia m s ville h a d a s pa s tors , .......Ph ilem on Va wter , J u ly 

1873-1874.  

p. 1050 under the title of Barclay: 
Th e Ba rcla y Ch ris t ia n Ch u rch wa s orga n ized in 1837 a n d wa s kn own a s th e Wolf 

Creek Christian Church. The name of Elder Vawter is on  the list of  ministers.  

GLEANINGS 
In The Virginia Genealogist Vol. 20, #1 Jan. - Mar. 1976, p. 34, Heading: Cumberland 
Co. 

A lis t of In s olven ts & Rem ova ls Retu rn ed by J oh n Lee, Depu ty Sh er iff for Hen ry 
Skipwith of Cumberland for the year 1788. 

At the bottom of the list appears, Elliott Vawter, insolvent.  

In The Virginia Genealogist Vol. 27, #3 July- Sept. 1983  

David Vauter, Orange. Died at the Albemarle Barracks during the war, worth 
nothing at all. He lived near to William Lucas of Orange and his widow lived near him 
several years after the death of her husband in great distress.  

In The Virginia Genealogist Vol. 27, #2 April - June 1983  

Peter Rucker, Culpeper. Removed to New Orleans about the commencement of the 
American Revolution.  

In the Journal of the Greenbrier Historical Society, Vol. III, #5 1979 (W. VA.)  

Marriage Licenses in the MARRIAGE RECORD 1 A 
William Vaters and Peggy Henderson 12 Feb. 1795 by J. Kobber  

______________________________________________________________________________________  

MEMBERSHIP DUES $7.00 PER YEAR - DUE AND PAYABLE IN JANUARY TO: VVVF   

ASSOCIATION Mail to: Sue Vawter, Rt. 6, Box 370, Nacogdoches, TX 75961   
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WILLIAM VAWTER - MARY RUCKER   

Th e or igin a l Ma rr ia ge Bon d of WILLIAM VAWTER & MARY RUCKER, with J a m es 
Stapp, surety, of date, 19 June 1784, with the following note to the clerk - - - - -  

Sir. 
Be pleased to grant a license for wedlock between Wm Vawter and Mary Rucker 

and this shall oblige me to keep you harmless and indemnify you for so long.  

MARY RUCKER 
June 18th, 1784  

To the Clk. Orange Ct. 
Test: Achilles Stapp  

James Stapp  

The following license is with said papers  

Orange County Ct. 
Whereas there is a marriage suddenly intended to be solemnized between William 
Vawter and Mary Rucker, spinster, both of the aforesaid County, I do hereby 
certify that the said Mary Rucker is of lawful age (unreadable)and at the time the 
said William Vawter with James Stamp his surety entered into bond in my office 
in the sum of fifty pounds current money payable to the Commonwealth, with 
condition that there is no lawful cause to obstruct the said marriage. Given under 
my hand this 19th day of June 1784  

Test: 
James Taylor C.O.C.   

To JAMES MADISON Gent. First Justice  
Com. of the peace for said County.  

(This would indicate William Vawter & Mary Rucker were married by James Madison 
later the 4th President of the U. S.)  

All of the above From: E. B. Vaughters of Seattle. WA  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1991 VVVFA Reunion - St. Louis Aug. 2, 3, & 4 - Bruce Vawter Host.  

VVVFA cook books, Vol. 1 & 2 VVV Vital Vittles available for $7.00 each which includes 
postage and handling. Order from: Bonita Welch, R. R. #1, Box 227, Scipio, IN 47273-
9761.       
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From: George F. Perkins - What Genealogy means to me.  

SHARED TRADITIONS  

We are all a product of our own experiences, times, character and traditions that 
have been past down to us from our ancestors through our parents.  

No matter how great or small, or how long or short a man may live; he has made 
his contribution to the character of mankind through his relationships and actions with 
the people he has come in contact with. A child may only live a very few seconds and yet 
his life has left its imprint on his parents. Every ancestor therefore has played a role in 
shaping the world in which they lived, passing their personalities, character and 
traditions down through the generations. We choose from among these traits, add to 
them our own personal experiences to create the individual we are.  

Our family consists of a conglomeration of different blends of cultural, sociological  
religious, economic, and ethnic backgrounds. Through the study of our family genealogy 
we bring to life the hidden legacy that is our own ancestral identity. An ancestry that 
lives deep within us. The deeper we get into our genealogy, the more compassion, 
appreciation, and understanding we have for our ancestors as well as 
ourselves.  

We represent a proud heritage; yet our vanity must never cloud our eyes. As with 
any family, ours has had its triumphs as well as its failures. Ours is not to judge. The 
influence on our lives differ greatly from the influences that effected our forefathers. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
ORA WILEY WICKER died December 15, 1990 at her home in Tupelo, Mississippi 

a t age 91. A native of Union County, MS., she had lived in Oklahoma when it was Indian 
Territory, and in West Texas when it was frontier. She was the oldest child of Thomas 
Street Wiley and Emma Ellen VAWTER.  

She was married to Thomas Murry Wicker, who predeceased her in 1946. They 
were the parents of five children: Thomas Frederick, William Murry, James Kenneth, 
Charles Gibson and Mary Reese; four of whom survive her.  

Denied a formal education in her youth, she insisted upon it for her children. At 
the age of 29 she realized her lifelong ambition for herself by entering nurses training at 
Baptist Hospital, Memphis, TN. Twenty-five years of hospital and private duty gave zest 
to her life at the stage when many women are settling back into the rocking chair. A 
second dream was realized when she was able to take art lessons at this time of her life.  

Forced by arthritis to sell her Memphis home in 1984, Ora moved to Tupelo, MS. 
to be near her family. She was able to maintain semi-independence in  her own home 
until the time of her death.  

When the forerunner of the present VVV Family Association was attended in 1977 
by Bill Vawter, Hazel McCandless, Paul H. Vaughter, Sr., the Wickers, and others, Ora 
wrote 25 post cards to her Oklahoma cousins who she has known and loved since her 
childhood. The result of that first encounter with the Vawter/Vaughters has resulted in a 
phenomenon which has lasted 14 years and shows no sign of stopping.  

Th e 1986 VVVFA Reu n ion in Tu pelo, MS. wa s ded ica ted join t ly to Ora Wiley 
Wicker and Paul H. Vaughter, Sr.  

Obituary From Days Gone By 
James Mavity Vawter, Christian gentleman, minister, friend, was born of a family 

of preachers, in Jefferson Co., IN over three score and ten years ago, and for more than 
40 years preached the unsearchable riches of Christ.  

Brother Vawter began his education for the ministry at the college of the Bible, 
Lexington, KY. His first pastorate began at Miami, MO. in 1882. Then followed many 
fruitful ministries in Marion, IA.; Winfield and Salina, KS.;  Poplar Bluff, Monroe City. 
Slater, Liberty, Lawson and Windsor, MO.;  Charleston, IL., Omaha, NB.; and Sullivan, 
Jeffersonville and Corydon, IN.  While at Charleston and Sullivan he led in building 
enterprises and left them with fine church homes. Time was often found in a busy life to 
do much evangelistic work.  

In Corydon, his last work, he fell on sleep after a few days waiting for the end 
causes by a stroke of apoplexy. His body was laid away December 11, 1926 in the 
Jeffersonville cemetery were he served the congregation three different times for a total of 
20 years.  

His Christian courtesy, scholarly ability, unfailing humor, were finely shown last 
year at Bloomington, IN where he was the president of the Indiana State Convention of 
our churches.  

To Mrs. Vawter and three children; Fred and Mary of Louisville, KY; and Richard 
of Des Moines, IA., we know that the words of hope and encouragement given to others in 
like bereavement by Brother Vawter, will return as doves to their windows. 

By Fred R. Davies 
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GLEANINGS 

From a publication giving Bible records contributed by Mrs. J.T. Wilson of GA  
Names and ages of HENRY VAUGHTER'S children:  
Dealy   -  -  -  - -  - -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 12-8-1885  
Deely      11-?-1887 (d. 1964, invalid)  
Mary      6 -22-1888  
Lovey      2 -22-1892  
Awthar      11-18-1893 

Linzey Vaughters was married 5-14-1857 to Kesiah Marinda Hicks in Lumpkin Co., GA  

Jane Vaughters, the wife of James Vaughters was born 3-9 -1794 
Children: 

William (J) - - - -- -   - - - - - -  -  -  -  -  9-24-1812 
Hiram (s)     11-?-1814 
Lucinda     5 -13-1816 
Elizabeth     2 -21-1818 
Linzy      6 -28-1820 
Viny      8 -13-1823 
Delia      2 -26-1825 
Lydia      4 -27-1827 
Jane      4 -27-1829 
Eliza (A)     4 -13-1831  

Jackson Bennett was born 3-24-1848 (son of Jane Vaughters)  
Kisiah Marinda Hix was born 10-24-1835 
Henry Vaughters  b. 5-13-1864 
Hiram Bennett Singleton Vaughter b. 4-20-1866  

In form a tion ta ken from m a rr ia ge records of Lu m pk in & Da ws on Co. tom bs ton es 
and application for 12 months support of widows.  

Elizabeth m. 12-28-1846 Robert Stone and William C. Anderson who d. 4-5 -1868  

ANDERSON issue: Tabbitha  m. 7-4-1870 Rev. Wm J. Hyde 
Ireny d. 1922, m. 1-27-1866 James Lewis Green, s/o a Union soldier 
Mary Jane d. 1-5 -1929, m. 10-19-1867 William Andrews 
Sealy Caroline m. 12-23-1869 James Kelly 
Jordan L. b. 8-12-1864, d. 9-17-1942, m. Elizabeth Kate Kelly 
James Robert b. 3-16-1860, d. 9-28-1931, m. 12-6 -1877 
Sarah Frances Burt  m. 2nd Mamie Nelms 
George (Bud) m. 11-26-1882 Emily Jane Cohlins (Collins) 

Names and ages of George and Epsey Vaughters children: 
George R.   -  -  -  - - - -  5 -29-1860 
Epsey Catherine  8 -7 -1861, m. 9-1 -1880 
William Asker (Oscar) 7 -6 -1881 
Linzey   10-12-1883 
Homer C.   4 -4 -1885 
Anis Docia   11-1-1887 
Hiram Solomon  6 -28-1891 
Erva M.C.   9 -25-1892 
Pearlie Jane  11-25-1894, d. 9-18-1895 
Lela   11-28-1895 
Coa   3 -2 -1898 

Lydia m. Thomas Nix 
Jane m, 1-5-1847 Robert Bennett, she d. 7-25-1912  
Eliza  m. 2-7 -1857 Elijah Blackburn,  who d. 9-2 -1862 
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From John Carlson Jr. , Colbert, GA  

  

Staff Photo By Kay Shiver  

A Christmas keepsake  

Herber t Hoover wa s Pres iden t of th e Un ited Sta tes a n d Ch a r les Lin dbergh h a d m a de h is 
h is tor ic t ra n s a t la n t ic fligh t th ree yea rs before J oh n Ca r ls on , J r . received th is a ll-metal 
replica of th e S pirit of S t. Lou is a s a Ch r is tm a s gift from Sa n ta Cla u s . Mr. Ca r ls on keeps 
the 60-year-old plane as a keepsake and has had it repainted once in its lifetime.  

NEW MEMBERS 
Joyce Carter, 5810 Par Four Drive, Houston, TX 77088  

Cecil M. Cupp, 1213 Luhe Street, Orangebury, S.C. 29115    

REUNION  

I hope many of you out there are working on craft items for door prizes, if you are 
not gifted along craft lines you are permitted to purchase, something and bring it along. 
We had many beautiful items last year.  

Which state will have the most attending the reunion; Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, 
Tennessee or Texas? Last year it was Illinois (maybe because it was held there). Will 
Missouri have the most this year? I am anxious to see. 
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PROFILE  

CHARLES ERASTUS VAWTER, Born 9 June 1841 in Monroe County, VA (now W. VA.), d. 
27 October 1905; son of John Henderson and Clara (Peck) Vawter.  

His father, a farmer and civil engineer, at the age of sixty joined the Confederate 
army with his four sons, and all five in time became captains.  

Charles, who entered Emory and Henry College in 1858, left upon the outbreak of 
the war to enlist in the Monroe County Guards, a part of the "Stonewall Brigade." He 
soon proved himself a leader; he was appointed a captain of sharpshooters in 1862 and 
served in the field until March 1865, when he was captured and imprisoned in Fort 
Delaware. Released in June, he returned to Emory and Henry, where he graduated in 
1866 and in July of that year married Virginia Longley, daughter of Prof. Edmund 
Longley. Seven children were born of this union, all survived their father.  

After teaching for a year, he entered the University of Virginia, graduated in 
mathematics with distinction, was elected professor of mathematics and teacher of 
Hebrew at Emory and Henry. Taking office in 1868, he served this institution for ten 
years.  

In 1878 Vawter was selected to build and organize the Miller Manual Labor 
School of Albemarle County, VA. This school was founded by a bequest of Samuel 
Miller of $1,250,000 in Virginia state certificates; Vawter persuaded the legislature to 
pass an act which preserved its endowment to the school and aided other schools in 
Virginia holding similar certificates.  

Vawter came to his task with enthusiasm, rich experience, and clear views on 
education. The Miller school, an institution for orphan boys and girls, established on a 
farm, with buildings and shops especially erected and equipped, offered his a rare 
opportunity to realize his ideal of a school that would train the mind and hand together. 
He made it his life work to build here an industrial school which became a model for all 
the South and caused him to be recognized as a leader in the new education. He had 
great influence in promoting the development of industrial education in the public 
schools throughout the country.  

He was a member of the state board of education and rendered valuable service in 
organizing the public schools of Virginia; he served as chairman of the board of trustees 
of the Normal and Industrial School for girls at Farmville, VA., which became a State 
Teachers' College; he was also chairman of the board of the Normal and Industrial 
Institute for Negros at Petersburg and of the state board of charities and corrections. For 
a number of years he was rector of the board of trustees of the Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute, and aided President J. M. McBryde in shaping the policies of that institution. 
He took great interest in the work of the Conference for Education in the South, which he 
helped to organize in 1898, taking a part in all of their meetings and speaking wherever 
he could help. He had also a large part in the educational work of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church (South); he was a trustee for Emory and Henry College, and president 
for many years of the Virginia Sunday School Association. 
___________________________________________________________________________________  

MEMBERSHIP DUES $7.00 PER YEAR - DUE AND PAYABLE IN JANUARY TO: VVVF 
ASSOCIATION Mail to: Sue Vawter, Rt. 6, Box 370, Nacogdoches, TX 75961  



Spring 1991  p. 18 

DESCENT OF COUNTIES 
IN THE

 
DIOCESE OF SOUTHWESTERN VIRGINIA 

FROM   

CHARLES RIVER - YORK COUNTY    

        GLOUCESTER

  

-    MATTHEWS

      

  AUGUSTA____

  

       |     1651           1791      |    1738  |  
            |          | ORGANIZED 1745     |  
            |   KING & QUEEN     -        KING WILLIAM

   

 |  | 
CHARLES           |   |      1691                                    1702     |  | 
  RIVER        ___ |   |         |     |     |  FREDERICK

 

| 
1634-1643           | NEW KENT |         |                    |  SPOTSYLVANIA    -        ORANGE     |       1738   | 
   YORK             |     1654        |                                   1721                      1734  | ORGANIZED 1743     |         

1643             |   |                      |   |  |  
            |                   | HANOVER  -      LOUISA

 

                   |    |  | 
            |        1721               1742                         | ESSEX       -  CAROLINE

 

 |  CULPEPER

 

|  
            |                          |       1692                   1728  |      1749  | 

                             |                          |     |  | 
                             |                  RAPPAHANNOCK               |     |  | 
                             |           |    1656-1692                     |     |  | 
                             | LANCASTER      |                     |     |  |  

 1651          |                       | RICHMOND     KING GEORGE       |     GREENE

 

|   
         |      1692                1721  |      1838  |   
         | MIDDLESEX

        

|    
1669           

NOTE: LANCASTER COUNTY, SOUTH OF THE RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER, WAS TAKEN FROM 
YORK COUNTY;  AREA NORTH OF THE RIVER WAS TAKEN FROM NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY.    

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1991 VVVFA Reunion - St. Louis Aug. 2, 3, & 4 - Host, Bruce Vawter  

Bobbee Va wter of DE s a ys th e reu n ion Mem ory Albu m will be m a iled ou t th e 
latter part of March. The company are late because of equipment problems.  

Birthday - Mary Carlson will be 91 on June 15. Her address is: Herdmont Health 
Care Center, Elberton, GA 30635.  

Birth - Esther & Virgil Vawter of W. Sacramento, CA wish to announce the birth 
of a grandson born 15 January. The proud parents are Brian L. & Tammie Vawter of 
Fresno, CA.  

Repor t a ll ch a n ge of a dd res s to: Bobb ie Meek , 20025 106 th Drive, Su n City, AZ 
85373-1010  

We no longer have someone to prepare an index of peoples names in our 
newsletters. If anyone who has a computer feels like taking on this job notify president, 
John H. Vawter of Nacogdoches, TX. 
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