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Years ago while reading The Vawter Family in America, I had noticed quite a few 
references to family members who had lived in both Oregon and Washington.  From 
time to time I had glanced at telephone directories to find the one, two or three listings 
under the Vawter name.  However I had never found the right moment to contact any 
of these people and ask “How are we related”. 
 
Now that I have been in this state a while, I decided to explore the pioneer roots (and 
routes) of the Vawters in these far flung provinces of Oregon.  I found myself wandering 
through beautiful countryside, snooping through records in dusty little museums, 
tromping around cemeteries on gray, drizzly days and writing letters to total strangers. 
 
I have found some fascinating information, some of it apparently too “scandalous”  for 
Grace Vawter Bicknell to put in her history.  I have discovered a few errors in Mrs. 
Bicknell’s book and some factual inconsistencies which I haven’t been able to resolve, 
yet. 
 
I got quite a bit of help from Mary Jean Crawford of Crawfordsville.  More on her later. 
 
Here are the tidbits I have found so far. 
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