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A PERSONAL WORD

My father had some old records in his possession which came to him from his father. These were yellow
with age and falling to pieces. In another generation they would probably have been lost. Inlooking these
records over the thought came to me: "How can these be saved?' It was then that the present history was
begun, with no hope or prospect of pecuniary reward, but with the desire of preserving to our children the
records of their fathers.

In awork of this character must necessarily occur many omissions and inaccuracies, for which indulgence
isasked. It will be observed that more space and fuller details are given in regard to certain persons than to
others. Thisis due chiefly to adesire to bring into prominence some of those strong men whose
characteristics have given direction and distinctiveness to succeeding generations of the family. Itisduein
part also to the fact that some of the pioneers took pleasure in writing their experiencesin diariesor in
publishing reminiscences in the local newspapers of their day, and these records have been in part
preserved and freely drawn upon in this history. These diaries and recollections are doubly valuable
because they not only reveal the character of the men who wrote them, but they also convey avivid picture
of the manner of life and customs and hardships of the people among whom they lived.

Of those now living, some wrote freely in answer to inquiries, taking great interest in the progress of the
history; others sent the briefest facts. Where lines have not been followed out it is because knowledge
concerning them could not be obtained, but all branches have been given as fully asthe available
information made possible. Five years have been spent in correspondence with the representatives of the
various branches wherever atrace of them could be obtained. Visits have been made to the older members
of the family, national and state archives have been searched, and information has been gathered from
every possible source.

The first impetus to thiswork, aside from the papers left by my father, was given me by Edwin J. Vawter,
of Ocean Park, California, who had been carefully gathering and preserving information for years. The
discovery of the coat of armsin that branch of the Valletort family from which we are directly descended is
due to Miss Emma Vawter, of Santa Monica, California. Thefirst trace of the family of Richard Vawter,
son of Philemon, was found after great effort by Charles P. Vawter, of Lexington, Kentucky. Milton
Vawter, of North Madison, Indiana, who is an authority on the family history, has given much valuable
information.

So many others have been actively helpful in the collection of this great body of material from every part of
the country that | despair of expressing to them individually my gratitude and appreciation. But | am
consoled in this omission by the certainty that every one of them will feel amply repaid by the knowledge
that he or she has contributed to the compl eteness and accuracy of this record.

The Vawter family of the early days was of a deeply religious nature. The membersin Virginiawere
Episcopalians. Jesse and Philemon united with the Baptist Church. Jesse himself and a number of his
descendants have been Baptist ministers. Philemon was also a Baptist minister. Beverly, a son of
Philemon, became a Christian minister and in his line are many ministers of the same denomination.

David, the father of Jesse and Philemon, was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. Jesse also enlisted and
served afew months. Some reports, not fully authenticated, state that Philemon enlisted, but his extreme
youth at that time lends color to doubt upon this point. Many of the descendants of Jesse and Philemon
served in the Civil War, the descendants of Jesse being entirely on the Union side, and of those of
Philemon some were in the Union and some members of the Confederate Army. The family was generally
strongly opposed to davery, but a few were slaveholders.

The Vawters have not, as arule, been prominent in public life, though several of them have been influential
members of the Indiana legislature.

The descendants of Jesse Vawter number one thousand five hundred and twenty-seven direct and five
hundred and thirty-five related by marriage into the direct line. The descendants of Philemon number one
thousand sixty-six direct and three hundred and fifty related by marriage into the direct line. The number
of children of Jesse and Philemon were eighteen; grandchildren, one hundred and forty-three; great-
grandchildren, five hundred and sixty-nine; great-great-grandchildren, one thousand one hundred and sixty-
three; great-great-great-grandchilddren to this date, six hundred and ninety-three. The total number named
in this record, including the families of Edward and Russell Vawter, which are not at all complete, are two
thousand seven hundred and eight-two direct and nine hundred and forty by marriage into the direct line,
making three thousand seven hundred and twenty two in all.

Fresh from a close and extended study of the history of this family, the conviction is strong within me that



it tells the simple story of sturdy courage, honest living, citizenship unpretentious, yet shrinking not from
the citizen's responsibilites; the story of very human endurance, not without faults, but measuring up fully
to the hope expressed by one of the living members of the family, who, with the wisdom of almost four-
Score years, Wrote:

"Y ou are putting great labor on that tree. 1t must be large, with many branches heavy with fruitage. But
how about the fruit? Would all pass inspection asfirst or second, or even third class? In so large atree, so
old and of such wide-spreading branches, there must be some knotty, some bad at core, some worm-eaten.
Let usbeglad if inthemain it is marketable."

Grace Vawter Bicknell
Chicago, May 1, 1905

ABBREVIATIONS

b. = born

d.= dead
d.s=died single
m. = married

Name in parenthesis indicates maiden name, except in index, where it indicates name of father.
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NAME

In the seventeenth century, about the year 1685, three brothers came from England, probably from near
Plymouth, to Virginia. These men were John, Bartholomew, and Angus Vawter. Some members of the
family think that the name has come from the French name Vautier or Vautie. While this name sounds or
rather looks more like VVawter, it is probable that our name has come from the French name Valletort,
which is pronounced Vaye-tor.

Inthe"Virginia Cousins", by C. Brown Goode, p.460, we find the following:

"The barony of Harberton, granted to the family of de Valletort in the time of King Henry |, became
extinct about 1307. The name has since become known as Vaulter." (It is also given in English records as
Vawter.)

From 1100-1300, the line of descent in the Valletort family, as given in the "Virginia Cousins', isas
follows:

1. Reginald de Valletort, Lord of Harberton.

2. Roger de Valletort, living in 1108.

3. Ralphe de Valletort, living in 1168.

4. Joel de Valletort, of Tawton, married Emma, daughter of Sir William Botreaux.

5. Sir Philip de Valletort, living in 1230.

6. Sir John de Valletort, living in 1250.
Lord Harberton, the first Valletort of whom we have arecord, lived in England in the time of Henry I. The
name began to change in spelling about 1300 and, in 1637, we have arecord in Plymouth, England, which
gives the name as Vawter and shows that the name had been Valletort. It ssemsthat at that time the name
was sometimes written Vawter and sometimes Vaulter.
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When the Vawter brothers first came to Virginia, the name was usually written Vawlter or Vaulter
(see reminiscences of Col. John Vawter, p. 24) Thel was afterwards dropped and the name was variously
written as Vauter, Vauters (see revolutionary war record of David Vauters, p 8), Vaughter (see marriage
license granted Jesse Vawter, foot note, p.11) and Vawter. The descendants of John, Bartholomew and
Angus Vawter now, we believe, uniformly spell the name V-aw-t-e-r.
In abook, entitled "The Plymouth Armada Heroes', by Mary W. S. Hawkins, is this account:

"In 1544, William Hawkins purchased the Manor of Sutton Valletort or Vawter of Sir Hugh Pollard for
(1000) one thousand marks."

In the geneal ogical table of the Hawkins family, same book, the above William Hawkins is designated as
the Lord of the Manor of Valletort. It appears, p. 162 , that the manor was sold in the year 1637-8 by the
grandson of Sir John to the city of Plymouth. In the records (Received Accounts), there appears this:
"Item: for apresent given Mr. Risdon to procure out of his hands such writings as concerned Vauter's Fee,
lately bought by the town of Mr. John Hawkyns, and a man and two horses two journeys to fetch said
writings."

"It is easy to see,"said General Hawkins of Indianapolis, Indiana, "how Valletort could be corrupted into
Vauter or Vawter. The doublel being mouille and the final t not pronounced. Asit required two horses
two journeys to carry the load of records pertaining to the property, it is probable that they go back very far
and contain valuable Valletort (Vawter) history."

The coat of arms which belonged to this branch of the Valletort or Vawter family is described in the
"Virginia Cousins' asfollows:

"Arms: Gules three bends, argent, on a border sable, ten plates, or : or three bends gules within a border
sable, bezanty."

In an article in the Encyclopedia Britannica on "Plymouth” we find the following paragraph: "In
Domesday, Sutton Manor occurs as Sutone and afterwards, it was divided into the town of Sutton Prior, the
hamlet of Sutton Valletort and the tithing of Sutton Ralphe - a part of it having been granted to the
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Norman family of Valletort, while the greater part belonged to the priory of Plymouth."
Judging from the evidence before us, our ancestors were of Norman orgin and came to this country from
near Plymouth, England about the year 1685.
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EARLY VAWTERSIN AMERICA

(1665) 1. John, Bartholomew, Angus.

(1691) 2. John, son of John (1) , married aBeverly (probably).
Children: Bartholomew, Angus, Richard, Beverly, David, Margaret, Winfred.

(1718) 3. Beverly, son of John, (2), married .
Children: Beverly, a daughter, Alpha, Nancy , Anne.

(1720) 3. David, son of John, (2), married Mary Rucker.
Children: Jesse, Philemon, William, Winifred, Margaret, Mary.

(1755) 4. Jesse, son of David (3), married Ellizabeth Watts, daughter of John and Sarah (Barnett) Watts
Children: John, William, James, Frances, Mary, Sarah, Julia, Achilles, Ann.

(1762) 4. Philemon, son of David (3), married Anne Vawter, daughter of Beverly.
Children: Richard, Elliott, Frances, Nancy, Jesse, Beverly, Lucy, Elizabeth, David.

2. Edward, son of John, Bartholomew, or Angus (it is not certain which).
Children: William and others.

3. William, son of Edward (2) married Anne Ballard.
Children: William and others.

(1765) 4. William, son of William (3) married Margaret Henderson.
Children: Elizabeth, John Henderson, Anne, Jean, Mary, Elliott, James.
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(1800) 5. John Henderson, son of William (4), married Clara S. Peck:
Children: John William, Elizabeth Mary, Margaret Anne, Louis Addison, James Elliott,

CharlesE. , Allen Henderson, Matilda Ellen, Sarah Josephine, Joseph Snyder,
ClaraVirginia, Henry Alexander, George W.

* The dates of birth of John (1), John (2) and Beverly (3) Vawter, given above, are approximate dates only.
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THE EARLY VAWTERS

This record begins with John, * Bartholomew and Angus Vawter, who cameto Virginiafrom England
(probably from near Plymouth) about the year 1685. We are descended from John.

Nothing is known of the first John, except that he had children and one of them was named John. Of this
second John, we find in an old Virginiarecord (a copy of which isin the William and Mary Quarterly, vol.
5, p-90) that, in 1737, John Vawter was appointed administrator of the estate of James Jamieson of Essex
county, Virginia. Therewas also an Edward in the second generation, but isit not certain whether he was
the son of John, Bartholomew or Angus.

John, the second, was married, probably to a Beverly. The Beverlys were famousin the early timesin
Virginia. Robert Beverly wrote ahistory of Virginiain 1705, which was published in England in 1722. It
isavery rare and valuable work now, one of the original copiesin the Newberry Library at Chicago being
valued at many hundreds of dollars. Robert Beverly lived in Essex county, Virginia. There are also other
noted Beverlys who are mentioned in histories of Virginia. There are sketches of the Beverly family in the
book "Lee of Virginia', by Edmund Jennings Lee, and in the bound volumes of the William and Mary
Quarterly of Virginia.

The probability of the wife of the second John having been a Beverly comes from the fact that one of her
sons was named Beverly, and it was then as now, a common thing for a son to be given the family name of
his mother. The name Beverly runsthrough all branches of the family and this seemsto have been its first
appearance.

* Inthe Virginia Historical Magazine, vol. 7, p 300, isacopy of an old Virginia record which gives the date of inventory or probate of
will of Bartholomew Vawter in Essex county, in 1717, which shows that Bartholomew, thefirst died in 1717. Inalist of things
appraised isa"parcel of old books at 15s"
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The children of John, the second, were: Bartholomew, Angus, Richard, Beverly, David (born in 1720),
Margaret and Winifred.
Beverly, son of John second, married

Children:
1. Beverly, killed in the Revolutionary War.
2. , who married Mr Hill.

*3 Alpha, who married Robert Shelton. Their children were: Smedley, who married his cousin,

Melinda White.

4. Nancy, who married aWilhite. Children were: Nancy, Melinda, Ely, Elliott, Anne. Nancy
married, second, a Mr Hawkins.

5. Anne, who married her cousin Philemon Vawter.
David, son of John, the second, was married to Mary Rucker in Culpeper county, Virginia. 1tisbelieved
by some of the family that the wife of David Vawter was Mary Beverly and not Mary Rucker. Our
authority for believing the name to be Rucker is that John Vawter, a grandson of David and Mary, in an
account of hislife, said that the maiden name of his grandmother was Mary Rucker and that, after the death
of David Vawter, she married a Rentfrow (see p. 25). The name of Beverly seems to have come into the
family back of David, as one of David's brothers was named Beverly.
Little is known of David Vawter, except that he was born in 1720; was an Episcopalian served in the
Revolutionary War; lived in Culpeper county, Virginia, and had six children. That David Vawter wasin
the Revolutionary War is shown by the following, which was copied from the Virginia M agazine of
History and Biography (1893 - 1894).
"A Muster Roll of Captain Ambrose Madison's Company of Foot in the Regiment of Volunteer Guards at
the Barracksin Albemarle county, where Francis Taylor, Esg., is Commander to June 1, 1779.

* In Culpeper county records the date of this marriage is given as 1790.
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"Privates"
"David Vawter, enlisted January 17, 1779. Discharged June 1, 1779."

David Vawter lived in Culpeper county and enlisted in Albemarle county, which is the adjoining county.
Culpeper county at that time included what is now known as Madison and Orange counties. It wasin the
part now called Orange county that David Vawter lived.
A communication received from the Military Secretary of the War Department at Washington says. "The
name David Vawter, nor the name Jesse Vawter has been found on therolls in this office. It is shown by
the records, however, that one David Vauters served as a private in Captain John Camp's Company in the
First Virginia State Regiment, commanded by Colonel George Gibson. He enlisted March 1, 1777, to
serve three years, and his name last appears on the company muster roll for February, 1778. The date of his
separation from the service is not stated.”
Thereis no doubt but thisisthe same David Vawter, as many of the Vawters at that time spelled the name
Vauter. Even if the name had been given as V-a-w-t-e-r, it might have easily been written down as
V-au-t-er-s. The nameis often called Vautersto this day, by those who do not know the spelling.
The time of the second enlistment (which was mentioned first) does not at all overlap the time of the first,
and both together do not quite fill out the time for which the first enlistment was made.
The children of David and Mary (Rucker) Vawter were: Jesse, Philemon, William, Winifred, Margaret and
Mary.
The descendants of Jesse and Philemon will be given later.
William Vawter, son of David, was married and had a son, Lewiswho lived in North Carolina. It is not
known where William Vawter lived. It may have been that he came to Kentucky later than Jesse and
Philemon. In the records of Fayette county are found these items:

"1st. William Vawter and Mary, hiswife, sold atract (169 acres) of land in Jessamine county,
Kentucky, in 1803.

"2d. William Vawter and hiswife, Mary, sold five hundred acresin Campbell county, Kentucky, in
1805.

* W. G. Stanard, the Corresponding Secretary and Librarian of the Virginia Historical Society of Richmond, Virginia, will, for a
consideration, give a certified statement of the record of David Vawter.
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"3d. William Vawter and hiswife, Mary, sold 1000 acres in Gallatin county, Kentucky, in 1809. They
lived at that time in Woodford county, Kentucky."
Philemon Vawter lived in Woodford county, Kentucky, and Elliott VVawter, son of Philemon, lived at one
timein Gallatin county, Kentucky. This William Vawter, if not a brother of Jesse and Philemon, must have
been closely related.
A daughter of David Vawter married Achilles Stapp. Their children were Ely, Milton, Nancy and Mary, all
of who married Branhams. Achilles Stapp and family lived near Lexington, Kentucky.
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JESSE VAWTER
children and grandchildren
I. John m.

Polly Smith
Jane Smith
Ruth Minton
Martha Pearce

Il William m.

Frances Vawter

Il James m.
Sarah Watts

IV. Frances m.
John Branham

{V.May m

Lot Yot N et ¥ane —~—

Linsfield Branham

{ Smith
{ Emily
{ Marion
{ Mary
{ Allan
{ Emma

{ Maria

{ Elizabeth

{ John Taylor

{ Williamson D.
{ Jesse

{ James

{ Frances

{ Achilles

{ Mary L

{ Philemon

{ John Watts
{ Jesse Holman
{ Frances

{ Johnson

{ William C.
{ Milton S.

{ James

{ NewtonW.
{ Fanny S

{ Susan E.

{ Thomas S.

{ Jesse V.

{ Uriah

{ Polly

{ Danville
{ Elizabeth
{ George W.
{ James
{JohnT.

{ JaneV.

{ Granville
{ dulia Ann

{ Benjamin

{ David C.

{ Wm. Hickman
{ Elizabeth

{ McClure

{ Mary Louisa

{ Nancy

{ Joseph Warren
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Jesse Vawter, continued

{ VI. Sarah m. { Frances

{ Thomas Stribling { Elizabeth
{ { Pleasant

{ { William

{ { Ann

{ { Newton W.
{ { Amanda
{ { Milton S,
{ { Silas S.

{ { Uriah B.

{ { Sarah

{ { infant

{ { Artemecia

{ VII. dulia m. { Copeland
{ Matthew Wise { Elizabeth
{ { Mary
{ { Prudence
{ { Patsy

{ VIII. Achilles m. { dulia

{ Martha Smith { Jennings
{ { Polly

{ { David

{ { Henry L.

{ { James

{ { Catherine
{ { Jane

{IX.Ann m. { Elizabeth

{ Abner Moncrief { Jesse V.

{ { dulia

{ { William

{ { Nancy Richie
{ { Serah

{ { Agnes Wilbur
{ { Mary Frances
{ {Ann Maria
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JESSE VAWTER

Jesse Vawter was born in Culpeper county, Virginia, December 1, 1755. His parents were Episcopalians
and he was sprinkled in infancy and his name enrolled on the church record. He was married to Elizabeth
Watts, the daughter of John and Sallie (Barnett) Watts, on March 29, 1781. Elizabeth Watts was born
December 30, 1762. Nine children were born to them: John, William, James, Frances, Mary, Sarah, Julia,
Achillesand Ann.

Jesse Vawter was, in his early manhood, apprenticed by his father to a mechanic; was a soldier in the
Revolutionary War for a short period; was baptized in a Baptist Church (Rapidan) in Culpeper county,
Virginia, October , 1774.

About the year 1782 Jesse Vawter, with hiswife and infant son John, moved from Virginiato the Holston
river country, which is near where the three states, Virginia, North Carolina and Tennessee, now join.
Their twin sons, William and James, were born there. In 1785 Jesse, with hiswife and four children,
returned to Virginiafor avisit. They left William, one of the twins, there with his maternal grandparents.
In 1787 Jesse visited Kentucky and decided to move there. He and his wife, with the infant Sarah, went for
afarewell visit to Virginiain 1789, and in 1790 the family removed to Kentucky. On the way they passed
the Crab Orchard country, old Milford Court House, stopping over night with Joseph Delaney, where
Richmond, Kentucky, now is, crossing the Kentucky river, passing through L exington, Kentucky, and
arriving at Achilles Stapp's September 22, 1790. Jesse Vawter leased afarm from Hugh Shannon for five
years from the fall of 1790. In 1795 he moved to Scott county, Kentucky, and settled on his own farm on
the north side of the North Elkhorn river, three or four miles from the forks of the

(Note - In Culpeper county recordsis the following: "Jesse Vaughter married to Elizabeth Watts, March 29, 1781."
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two Elkhorns and seven miles from Frankfort. In 1796 Franklin county was formed, and his house was
then in Franklin county. (A fuller account of this part of Jesse VVawter's life will be found in the
"Reminiscences’ of his son John.)

In 1806 Jesse Vawter lost his land through a defective title. That same year he moved to Indiana and
located on a hill overlooking Madison, on what is now known as the Michigan Hill Road. He called his
home and farm Mount Glad, because he was glad there to rest from his wanderings and hoped to spend his
daysin peace. Madison was avery small settlement at that time. The Vawter family isinseparably
connected with its early history and with the history of the Baptist denomination in Indiana.

Jesse Vawter began to preach in about the year 1800. He was ordained in 1805. In 1807 he assisted in the
organization of the First Baptist Church in Jefferson county, which, at that time, was called the Coffee
Creek Baptist Church. This church was organized at Mount Glad. At its constitution there were but
fifteen members, and these were all of them connected with the four families who had come together from
Kentucky in thefall of the year before. These four families were the Vawters, the Underwoods, the
Edwards and the Jacksons. In 1808 these members built a meeting house of logs on the hill east of the
Michigan road near the present site of Fairmount Cemetery. When Jesse Vawter learned of a new
settlement being formed, he visited it and held religious meetings. As the country developed his preaching
tours were enlarged, covering great portions of the counties of Jefferson, Ripley, Switzerland, Jennings and
Clark. In some cases these settlements were reached by traveling from twenty to forty miles through the
wilderness, much of the way being marked only by blazed trees and broken down underbrush.

In 1812 the Coffee Creek Church built a new frame meeting house on the North Madison hill, now west of
the railroad, and with that change of location, also changed its name, afterwards being called the Mount
Pleasant Baptist Church. This church was again moved and became the First Baptist Church of Madison.
From its first formation until 1831 Jesse Vawter was almost its only pastor,
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Jacob Cox and William Vawter and Reuben Morey serving some of the time during the later years.

In the minutes of the Madison Association for 1838, we read: "Jesse Vawter was preeminently useful in
the ministry and did much to advance the Messiah's kingdom here on earth, especially among the Baptist
churches from their first organization in Indiana, but more particularly in the bounds of what was and is
known as the Silver Creek, Coffee Creek, Loughery, Flat Rock and Madison Associations. He was without
doubt one of the most pious men of his day, and, asadoctrinal, practical and experimental preacher, his
qualifications and ability for evangelical preaching was far above mediocrity, and as a peace-maker he was,
perhaps, without his equal in the congregations of which he was a member."

Elizabeth, wife of Jesse, died September 10, 1830. Afterwards Jesse lived with his daughter, Polly
Branham, for awhile, and with another daughter, Ann Moncrief, for a part of the time. He died, March 20,
1838, in his eighty-third year.

Jesse Vawter was a quiet, thrifty, brown-eyed, peace-loving man. His granddaughter, Mrs Frances
(Vawter) King, of North Vernon, Indiana, in speaking of him said: "Grandfather was of a gentle nature.
Every oneloved him. He used to ride down horseback from Madison to see us. We would run to meet
him, and he would say, ' There come my chickens.' He had lost the sight of one eye in an accident. We
used to slip up on his blind side and kiss him, and he would always jump as though we had surprised him
greatly. He never was impatient with us."

Mrs Nancy (Moncrief) Amsden, of Madison, Indiana, another granddaughter, said: "I can remember
grandfather well and | love hisvery name. Helived at my father's for some time before he died."
Elizabeth, wife of Jesse, was awoman of strong character, and her grandchildren stood somewhat in awe of
her. She was an excellent housekeeper. Her great cleanliness was a matter for joking among her
neighbors. They said that she never could endure flies - that she chased them out of her house

and down to the Ohio river. In speaking of her fondness for scrubbing, they declared

that they believed she scrubbed even the stumpsin her yard.
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Jesse Vawter's story, as told by himself

I, Jesse Vawter, being in my eightieth year, do this day begin to write ajournal of my life. | wasborn
December , thefirst day, 1755, in Culpeper county, Virginia. | was sent to school in my eighth year.
About thistime my father moved into Orange county, and | worked on afarm for about ten years. | was
the oldest child of six, and had by nature a mechanical turn of mind. | did some coopering, and made me a
lathe and did some turning; | also made some wheels with amillwright. In 1774 my father hired meto a
house carpenter and joiner. In 1775 my father set me at liberty to act for myself. At thistimetherewasa
great call for flax wheels. | joined my Uncle Oppill. We prepared our timber, built us a shop with two
rooms, chimney in one and stove in the other. Each of us had a lathe made and mended wheels until
November, 1777, when | drove ateam and moved afamily out to Holston, three hundred miles, where |
attended afarm with two negro men for Joseph Early.

In December, 1778, | went back to Virginia, and followed house carpenter's and joiner's work until
November, 1779, when | drove ateam for Uncle |. Coper, when | had three uncles and a brother al in a
company moving to Holston. We unloaded our wagons the second day of December, 1779. | had bought
of Joseph Early four hundred acres of land, on which my brother Philemon and Jonathan Underwood
settled at that time. In the next year, 1780, | labored on asaw and grist mill for old Mr Keywood. In
December | went back to Virginia, and in 1781 was married, March twenty-ninth day, and in June was
drafted for two months' tour. | got back to my wife's father'slate in August and was three months sick. My
wife has told me that they sat up with me forty nights and thought every one might be the last.

The next winter and spring | made myself alight wagon and had it ironed nicely. In January, 1782, our
son John wasborn.
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In the latter part of April | geared three horses and loaded my property and set out for Holston, three
hundred miles, and unloaded the 17th of May on my own premises, and raised a tolerable crop of corn that
year.

Inthefall of 1783, | went to old Virginia with my wagon and moved Aunt Underwood to Holston. In 1785
I, with my wife and children, went again to Virginiaon avisit ,and was gone from the 13th day of
September to the 24 of November. | had built me a shop, and followed making and mending wagons, and
other work, as also attending to my farm until 1790. In December, 1787, | went to Kentucky on avisit to
see my friends, and in 1790 | sold my land and moved to Kentucky, and landed there in September, 1790.
In 1789 my wife and myself, with Sally our baby, went on horseback to old Virginiaon avisit to bid our
friends afinal farewell, as we expected to move to Kentucky the next year. We unloaded our horses at
Brother Stapp's, September 22d. | took alease on Mr. Shannon's land for five years, put up alog cabin
and moved into it in November, 1790. August 13, 1791 | left home and went to Holston to aid my Brother
Philemon to move to Kentucky, and got home again September 20.

August 7, 1793, | left my home and went to Virginiato aid father Wattsin moving to Kentucky, and got
home again the 18th day of November, 1793. In 1795 | moved to the north fork of Elkhorn, three miles
above the forks, and we lived there until September 6, 1806, when we moved over the Ohio to Indiana.
During our residence in Kentucky | made looms, made and mended wagons, made and mended wheels,
regls, and did other mechanical work, but never neglected my farm. And aso, while | kept house in
Indiana, | had a shop and did do almost all kinds of mechanical work, yet never neglected my farm. | have
observed on a minute-book that | had earned in my shop $344, and that | had received for marriages $151.
In 1830 we broke up housekeeping, and on September tenth my wife died, and | have made my home with
Polly Branham, but am a great deal of my time absent.  Since the death of my wife, |

have not confined myself to labor, but have done some little jobs, and have
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received about forty dollars for marriages. JuliaWise died May 10, 1834.
September, 1835, | attended at L oughery Association, and came home sick, and am yet quite feeble this
first of December.

A LATER STATEMENT BY JESSE VAWTER

At the request of one of my friends | now sit down to record some of the occurrences of my past life.

I, Jesse Vawter, was born December 1, 1755. My parents were David and Mary Vawter, members of the
Episcopalian Church. | was sprinkled in infancy and received as a member of that church, and could read
my Bible in my eighth year, and was brought up to farming, but had by nature a mechanical turn of mind.
At ten years of age | had serious thoughts of religion and heard a parson preach from these words: "Who
among us shall dwell with devouring fire, who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?' Isaiah
xxxiii:14. That subject made a deep impression on my mind, although | understood nothing more than a
local fire. About thistime | committed the Lord's Prayer, which | would repeat when | would lie down at
night and in the morning, in order to get religion, but finally concluded that | would live moral and sober
until I married and then | would get religion, concluding that religion did not suit young people and when |
was settled in the world it would be easy to obtain it.

As stated above, my mind inclined to mechanical labor. 1n 1774, in my nineteenth year, my father
consented to hire me to a house carpenter and joiner. In the course of that year our work led us twenty
miles from my father's, and in the bounds of Baptist preaching. Perhapsin the month of May | went to
the first meeting. The preacher was Thomas Ammons; his text was Job x:15; "If | be wicked woe unto me,
but if | be righteous yet will | not lift up my head." These words came home to my heart

with such light and power that they made me tremble.
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| had never felt the like before. | strove to be composed and not let any person know | was affected, but all
in vain, the tears would run. | did not think | was as wicked as some, but thought | was not altogether right
- that there was some little wrong about me, and now | thought the Lord had called on me to repent and
seek Him, which | was determined to do. | thought by praying, reading and reforming that | should soon
atone for past sins and bring God under obligationsto me (alas! poor blind man).

Instead of that, | discovered the corruption of my nature and the deceit of my heart, and that all my efforts
had been selfish and, of course, sinful, and that God says, "Son, give me thy heart," which | had not done.
I now did believe that God had called me, and if | had sought Him through Jesus Christ, | might have
obtained mercy; but now it appeared to me asif al hope was gone forever. | yet would try to pray, but
thought my prayers only added to my guilt. | concluded God was angry with me, that hislaw condemned
me, and it was in vain to ask His mercy, for | thought my case was finally fixed forever. Yet my heart
would pray for mercy if it could be bestowed according to the divine government, for | did believe God
was right and His law was right, and if | was condemned forever it would be right, too. | concluded justice
would not suffer me to live on the earth when right appeared. | thought | should be in eternity before
morning, and in the morning that justice would terminate my life before night.

One clear morning in July, 1774, | thought | would retire and try to pray once more before | died. When |
got to the place | thought | dare not ask for mercy, yet my heart seemed to crave mercy, but | could not see
how God could have mercy on me consistent with His divine perfection. Finally | concluded my fate was
fixed to go down to ruin forever, and | rose up to go to my work. As| arose areconciliation took placein
my mind - the will of the Lord bedone. With this reconciliation | had a view of Jesus and His
righteousness. | thought all nature shone with His glory. | could now see how God could
have mercy upon poor sinners and be just and justify him that
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believed in Jesus. | did believe He had lived and died for sinners and rose again for their justification, and
that | was one of those poor sinners that He came to seek and save. My soul wasfilled with love. | thought
| could tell to my companions how good God was, and they would feel as| did, but they understood not
what | told them. Inthe month of October our work led us into the bounds of another Baptist church, to
which | offered myself and was received and baptized. The first Saturday meeting | ever attended | thought
was the prettiest sight | ever saw. The church was called Rapidan, in Culpeper county, Virginia, but now
Madison county.

| thought I would work as much as would keep myself in clothes and spend my time in going to meeting
and be with the preachers; which | did for some years. | would sing and pray and close meetings for the
preachers. In 1780 | began to think it was best for young persons to marry, and on the 29th day of March
1781, | was married to Elizabeth, daughter of John and Sarah Watts, of Culpeper county, Virginia. In
January, 1782, the 8th day, our first son, John, was born, and in May we moved to Holston, where we lived
eight years, andd had two sons and three daughters born, and joined a Baptist church, whose monthly
meetings were twenty miles off. The preacher would come to my house and have meeting in our
neighborhood. Having lost all hope of a Baptist church near us, we moved to Kentucky in 1790, where we
joined the Great Crossing Church in Scott county, and lived there five years. While there | appeared to be a
silent member. In 1795 we moved down on the north fork of the Elkhorn and moved our membership to
Melonal's Run, where | was more active.

In 1799 areviva of religion broke out on the Ohio, and in 1800 it appeared to spread over the whole state.
A number of my neighbors and four of my children had obtained hope in Jesus, which led usto form
ourselves into a church and build us a house. About this time my mind got exercised about preaching,
which soon led to my ordination.

Herewe lived five or six yearsin great harmony, until | lost my place. In 1806 we moved to Indiana.
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It may be proper here for me to state the difference in my mind as respects preaching. | thought that
preachers were a grade higher than common members and that it would be wicked in me to think of
preaching, but to sing , and to pray, and to exhort was the privilege of every member, and also to tell how
good the Lord was, which | did do for many years, with delight to myself and some others. When my mind
took aturn for preaching it was the greatest trial | had ever met with, for | thought no man ought to preach
but such asthe Lord called to that work, and | could not believe that | was called to preach, and to run
before | was sent would be wicked, and to refuse to do what the Lord enjoined on me would be wicked. It
appeared like death to go forward and death to be silent.

About thistime | heard two brethren preach; the first was from the words of Jeptha: "I have opened my
mouth to the Lord and | can not go back." The other was: "Woeto him that striveth with his Maker." |
had opened my mouth to the Lord and was unwilling to go back; and | thought | would rather die to strive
against the Lord. Finally, | concluded to submit my case to my brethren, for they all appeared to encourage
me to go forward; and to this day | am made to wonder how it is that my brethren do invite me onward.

But | do believe the best evidence that a man can have that it is his duty to preach isthe voice of his
brethren, for no man is a proper judge of himself; he will judge too high or too low of hisown
performances.

| have this day entered my eightieth year. | have been acitizen of four states, was born in Virginia, lived
there twenty-five years; then moved into the edge of North Carolina, and lived there ten years; and then
moved into Kentucky and lived there sixteen years, and in 1806 moved into Indiana. | have been a member
of eight churches, and have in general sat under the same doctrine that | first believed, which was the total
depravity of human nature; the divine character and sonship of Jesus Christ; salvation alone by free and
sovereign grace, effectua calling, justification by the righteousness of Jesus Christ imputed, and the final
perseverance of the saints; and that the atonement made by Jesus Christ is general in its nature,
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but special in its application, and that the change that takes place in the sinner is by the spirit of God
illuminating the eyes of the understanding so as to discover the purity of God's laws and the nature of sin,
and the way of life and salvation by Jesus Christ, and wherethisfaith isfound it will produce a
corresponding conversation and deportment. | believe aso in the overruling grace of God and the freedom
of thewill, and that God will judge the world by that man who He hath ordained, and that there will be a
resurrection of al in that day.
| have been at the constitution of twelve churches, and have aided at the ordination of eight ministers; have
baptized personsin eighteen churches; the highest number at any one time was 18, and the greatest number
in any one church was 127. | have been at the formation of three associations, and have served as
moderator twenty-three years in succession; and have solemnized perhaps little short of two hundred
marriages. Intheyear 1834 | attended three associations. Intheyear 1835 | attended three associations
and have baptized three personsthisyear. 1n 1836 | wasat Coffee Creek Association, but was very feeble.
In 1837 | was at Madison Association, and was very feeble.
Jesse Vawter died March 20, 1838, eighty-three years old.
JESSE VAWTER'S WILL

In the name of God, Amen.
I, Jesse Vawter, of Jefferson county and state of Indiana, do make and ordain this my last will and
testament.

Item: My will and desire isthat whatever may remain of mine at my death shall be equally divided
among my children, to wit: John, William, James, Fanny, Polly, Sally, Julia, Achillesand Ann.

Item: | appoint and ordain my two sons, John and William to be the executors of this my last will and
testament.
Written with my own hand this 13th day of April, 1832.

Acknowledged in presence of Thos. T. Stribling, M. M. Burns, and Elias Stapp.
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Codicil to what | have already written.

1. My will isthere shall be no court to prove my will.

2. That M. Wise shall receive the same as if hiswife were still living

3. My will isthat those indebted to me shall not be pressed for money under one year, and that without
interest.

4. My wish isthat my executors shall make ample satisfaction to those of my friends who shall wait on me
inmy last hour.

Written under an impression that | shall die soon, this 27th day of December, 1837.
Jesse Vawter

Thomas T. Stribling

M. M. Burns

Elias Stapp

Caodicil attested before assigned.

Old People's Meseting

"On Wednesday, April 2, 1862, all the living children of Jesse Vawter, deceased (it being the birthday of
William and James Vawter, each being that day seventy-nine years old) , by invitation of these two
brothers, met at the house of Williamson D. Vawter , in the town of Vernon, and partook of an excellent
dinner prepared by W. D. Vawter and wife. On this occasion the children were John Vawter, in the eighty-
first year of hisage; Wm. Vawter and Francis, hiswife; James Vawter and Sally, hiswife; the widow,
Sally V. Stribling; Abner Moncrief and Ann V., hiswife; the widow, Patsy Vawter, wife of Achilles
Vawter, who died after the meeting was agreed to be holden in his own town. The only one of the living
adopted children absent was Matthew Wise, who was unable by disease and age to attend. All of these
people were among the first white inhabitants in and near where the city of Madison now is, while it was
yet aheavy forest. The entire number present now are, and nearly all were at that early day, members of
the Baptist denomination.
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"On coming together, John Vawter , after an exchange of salutations and inquiries about absent friends,
and recounting old times and hard times, old age and its infirmities, proposed, as a sentiment and asarule
of action for each, this language of the poet: 'Come, let us anew our journey pursue,’ etc. All seemed to
harmonize in the sentiment and, after singing the hymn twice, we were invited to the diner-table, and after
dinner were invited by Smith Vawter to take teawith him. All parties agreeing to do so, we repaired to his
residence and partook of an excellent supper. After thissocia interview the company separated, perhaps
never all to meetintime again. A list of the age of each was made out by W. D. Vawter and the number of
children and grandchildren of each. Wm. Vawter and wife have of children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren, sixty or seventy."

The above was written for the Vernon Banner, April 4, 1862, by John Vawter, who was then living at
Morgantown, Ind.
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I
JOHN VAWTER

John Vawter, the son of Jesse and Elizabeth (Watts) Vawter, was bornin Orange (now Madison)

county, Virginia, January 8, 1782. He was married four times, thefirst time to Polly Smith on December
17, 1805. Polly Smith was born December 30, 1781; died July 19, 1825. Their children were Smith,
Jane, and Emily. After the death of Polly S. Vawter, John Vawter married Jane Smith, asister of Polly.
She died October 4, 1826 leaving no children. Then John Vawter married Ruth Minton, who was bornin
January, 1817, and had three children, Marion, Mary and Allan. Ruth (Minton) Vawter died September
2, 1850, and John Vawter married, October 17, 1850, Mrs Martha Pearce, by whom he had one child,
Emma, who was born May 11, 1854, and killed by falling lumber November 13, 18509.

Mrs Martha (McGannon) Pearce Vawter was born March 8, 1822; died January 21, 1892.

"John Vawter was licensed as a Baptist preacher in 1804, and removed from Kentucky to Madison,
Indiana, in 1807. He was the first magistrate of Madison, and was soon afterwards elected sheriff of
Jefferson and Clark counties, and in 1810 was appointed U. S. Marshal for the state. He served as frontier
ranger during the Indian campaign of 1811-13; was elected colonel of militia of Jennings county in 1817,
founded Vernon, the county seat of Jennings county; laid out Vernon and gave every third lot to the town..
He was pastor of the Baptist church in Vernon from 1821-48, a member of the legislature from 1831-5,
and in 1836 of the senate, where he was instrumental in securing the adoption of a policy of internal
improvement by the state. He removed to Morgan county in 1848, founded Morgantown and
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presented a brick church to the Baptist congregation of that place. He died August 17, 1862."
Thefollowing is an account of the early life of John Vawter, written by himself. He says:

"I now am an old man in the eighty-first year of my age. | was born January 8, 1782. My father was
Elder Jesse Vawter. My mother's maiden name was Elizabeth Watts. My parents, poor, frugal, honest
and industrious, were both born in Culpeper or Orange county, Virginia; Jesse onthe first day of
December 1755; Elizabeth, hiswife, onthe 30th of December, 1762. They were married on the 29th
of March, 1781, and lived to see all of their children, ninein number, grown and married. The eldest was
myself, John. The otherswere: William and James (twins), Fanny, Mary, Saly, Julia, Achilles and
Ann. | was born in Culpeper or Orange county, Virginia. Itisnow Madison county. William, James,
Fanny, Sally and Mary were born in North Carolina, now Sullivan county Tennessee, called the state of
Franklin at that time. Julia, Achillesand Ann were born in Kentucky.

"On my father's side we are descended from Saxon families. Toward the close to the sixteenth century
three brothers, John, Bartholomew and Angus, came from England to the colony of Virginia. Thethree
brothers originally spelled their name V-a-w-I-t-e-r, but for some unknown reason dropped the "|" after
coming to Virginia, and to this day the entire family of the three brothers and their numerous descendants
all spell their name V-a-w-t-e-r.

"My great, great grandfather's name was John, and that was also the name of my great grandfather, who
had four sons, Bartholomew, Angus, Richard and David,* and two daughters, whose names were Winifred
and Margaret. David was my grandfather. David had three sons, Jesse, Philemon and William, and
three daughters, Winifred, Margaret and Mary. Jesse was my father.

"Jesse in his youthful days was naturally a mechanic, and his

* Mr. Vawter has evidently forgotten to mention Beverly here, who was one of the children of John. (2)
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father, David, consented to hislearning atrade. While working as an apprenticein 1774 or '75, and
during the Revolutionary War (of which he was afterwards a soldier), he heard of certain traveling
preachersin Virginia. He attended one of the appointments at which Thomas Ammons was the preacher.
Histext was in the book of Job, tenth chapter and fifteenth verse: 'If | be wicked, woe unto me,' etc. This
sermon, under the influence of God's Holy Spirit, opened the door of hope in the sure mercies of God's
dear Son. He was soon afterwards united with the Baptist church in Culpeper or Orange county, Virginia,
and continued a useful and exemplary member of the Baptist order to the day of his death in the eight-third
year of hisage. Jesse was the first-born of six children. The others all died before he did. Hiswife,
Elizabeth, died nearly eight years before him.

" 1 do not remember my father's mother. Her maiden name was Rucker. After the death of her husband,
David Vawter, she married a Rentfrow and died in Kentucky.

"Elizabeth Vawter, wife of Jesse and my mother, was a daughter of John and Sarah Watts of Orange
county, Virginia. John Watts was a small man, of English stock. Hiswife was aBarnett, of fine figure,
rather portly and of English descent. | remember these grandparents well. They came to Kentucky to live
intheyear 1793. They both lived to a good old age and both died in Kentucky. Grandmother outlived
grandfather several years.

"I can remember as far back as the year 1785, when my father and mother, with four of their children, went
on avisit to Virginiaand left my brother William with mother's parents, John and Sarah Watts. | havea
distinct recollection of the closing scenes, of the weeping, of my feelings on the return to Holston, of
crossing New river, etc.

"I remember my father's visit to Kentucky in 1787, when the new country was called by the name of Levisa
Country. Intheyear 1788 or 1789 my father went to Keywood Mills and put me on a sack of grain on the
back of arough-riding horse. Going down a steep descent, off | went with the sack on top of me. |
carried bruises for many days made by the sharp, hard stones.
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"I remember when my father and mother went to Virginiain the year 1789 on horseback with Sally, the
infant babe. They brought brother William back with them.  William would say, "Y our Daddie" and
"Your Mamma' . Hewould not own his father and mother until compelled to do so.

"I remember being sent by my mother in company with my brother William to bring home the cows. We
got lost and traveled many miles and crossed to Keywood Mills, and then we knew the way home. We
abandoned the cows, thinking that they didn't intend to go home, and yet they went directly there.

"I have a distinct recollection of the winding up of matters in the Holston country and of the family moving
to Kentucky in 1790. My father was thrown from his horse with hisrifle into Beaver creek on the first
day'stravel. We waited at Bean's Station for additional immigrants to meet and increase the safety of the
company in their march through the wilderness. They did not come. While at the station we were greatly
alarmed one night by some cow-drivers throwing a bundle of cane on thefire. It made a great noise while
burning. We decided to move on though few in number. | remember that araven for severa days
advanced ahead of us, alighting on the trees and keeping up a continual squawking; of crossing the Clinch
river; the turning out of the horses to graze; the men going across the river to fish; that | was swamped in
attempting to go to them and came near being drowned; of father's horse, with aleather sack of shop tools
on hisback, trying anear way to get up a steep bank and falling back with the sack of toolsinto the valley
below.

"I remember well seeing many bones of individuals who had been killed by the Indians and their bodies
buried so close to the surface that the wolves had dragged them out; of the Indian blinds, behind which
they concealed themselves. These were made of bushes stuck in the ground. At the time we saw them the
bushes were dry. | remember riding on one of the pack horses and carrying alarge basket of provisions for
many days to accommodate those who were hungry between meals; aso of sister Fanny falling

off of the animal on which mother rode; of the
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horse treading on her leg and bending it so much that, at first, it was thought to be broken, but it proved
otherwise.

"On the day's travel before reaching Crab Orchard, Uncle Achilles Stapp was so exhausted that he sat
down at the root of atree, determined to remain there alone, saying that if the Indians came, come they
must, he could not and would not go any farther. Presently, along came Molly Jackson, acousinto my
father, and gave thetired man abottle of whisky. He drank, and it so revived him that he traveled on with
therest. That night the most of the company reached Crab Orchard. All except mother lay down asiif all
danger was over. She armed herself with a small ax and kept watch, but in the morning all were safe. The
next day we passed the old Milford Court House. At night we reached Joseph Delaney's , where Richmond
now is, in Madison county, Kentucky. The next day wasrainy. We crossed the Kentucky river. One of
the pack horseslay down in the river with mother's feather beds. We passed through L exington that same
day and arrived, al tired out, at Achilles Stapp's about sundown on the 22d of September, 1790.

"In the fall of 1790 father took alease of Mr. Shannon for five years. | remember the cabin and other
buildings put up on the place; of making ten pounds of sugar there on New year'sday in 1791; of four
polecats finding their way to father's meat barrel in arail pen; of father's determining to make them leave
the barrel, and how they punished him for driving them out by spoiling his meat. | also remember when a
weasel let go the hen and buried its teeth in William's thumb.

"Thefirst school | was sent to was kept by a man named Henry Jenkins. No books were then used in the
school except Delworth's spelling-book, a common primer and the New Testamant. At that time it was
customary to turn the teacher out alittle before Christmas until after New Year's. It was atime of great
frolic and fun among the scholars. 1t was al right, too, with the parents. The school was continued about
six months. The second school teacher in the same place was Benjamin Quinn. Father sent William and
James to Benjamin Quinn and sent me to make
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up their lost time. Although | was not aregular scholar Quinn called me up and whipped me until he drew
blood for cutting off his hogs tails, as he said. The charge was wholly untrue, and | determined that when |
became aman | would punish Quinn by whipping him, but on arriving at manhood | thought better of it.
"I have alively recollection of the first money | ever owned. A traveling man came to the school whilel
was there and inquired the way to a neighbor's. It being play time, | went with the man and showed him
the way, for which he gave me six and one-fourth cents. The older boys got around me and gave me an old
written copy-book, afew sheets of paper and aball for my money. On going home, elated with my
treasures and good fortune, father threw away the ball, and the paper was worthless. The next money |
received was for a hand-rake | made for Mr. Joshua Stapp. He gave me six and one-fourth cents for the
rake. | took care not to purchase old copy-books, paper and balls with the money, but laid it away until
friend Stapp employed me to do a second job of work, for which he gave me twelve and one-half cents,
called nine pence. The next piece of money owned by me | found in the hay loft of an old horse mill. It
was customary in those days to cut up the money and make, if possible, nine nine-pence pieces out of a
dollar, or five quarters. Nearly al the silver change was thus cut up for many years.
"About that time my father sent me to help a man in taking corn on horseback to a merchant in
Georgetown. The man thought that he must treat all the boys to what they could drink for their services.
The weather was cold and the argument was 'Drink and get warm' . | yielded and felt myself quite a man.
| lost al fear and shame and could talk with any one and every one.
"The next summer my father set me to plowing with Grandfather Watts's black horse. The flies were bad,
and the horse would sweep histail continually over the linesto drive off the flies. In order to remedy the
evil | cut al the hair off the horse's tail and then denied it. Thisisthefirst timel recollect doing wrong and
denying it. Thiswasisthe year 1794.

"In the year 1795 father moved from his Shannon lease in
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Scott county on to the land he had purchased on the north side of the North Elkhorn, some three or four
miles from hisfirst settlement, three miles from the two forks of the Elkhorns and seven miles from
Frankfort. Thiswas the second settlement made in the woods by father after coming to Kentucky, and
each time the commencement was in Woodford county. Inthe winter of 1790-1791, Scott county was
formed out of apart of Woodford county, and that time father was in Scott county. In like manner, in
1795-96, Franklin county was formed from Woodford county, and father's new residence wasin the
county of Franklin. The Indians did considerable mischief near these settlementsin stealing horsesand in
killing several people.

" In the year 1795-1796 peace was made on our northern frontier.

" Inthe year 1796 seven of father's family were all taken down with the genuine shaking ague and fever. |
was attacked in the month of August and did not recover for about sixteen months. For one month | had
two shakesaday. Father and sister Mary were the only ones who escaped the disease”.

At this point the story was cut short by the death of the writer, who wasthen eighty. An article was found,
however, at North Madison, Indiana, in an old scrap-book belonging to Mrs. Sarah Stribling, which was
written by Col. Vawter and published in the Madison Courier in the year 1850. Thisarticle, which
follows, carries on the story with a break of only afew years.

"Father, with six or eight other Kentuckians from Franklin and Scott counties, visited what was then called
the new purchase at avery early date. A part journeyed by land and a part by water. The land party
crossed the Ohio river at Port William, the others descending the Kentucky and Ohio riversin a pirogue to
apoint opposite Milton. The pirogue answered the double purpose of carrying forward the provisions of
the company and enabling the men to pass from one bank to the other, swimming their horses alongside.
The company made their headquartersin the river bottom in the eastern extremity of the city limits of
Madison. In the day the company divided into two parties, exploring the adjacent

highlands to the head of Crooked
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creek and the neighboring lands of Clifty. They met at night and reported their discoveries. To Crooked
creek they gave the name of Mill creek; to Clifty, Hard Scrabble; but subsequently, on learning the name
of each stream, the red man's name prevailed with the settlers.

"At that time, December, 1805, Elder Jesse Vawter selected for his residence the spot where Judge S. C.
Stevens now resides on the hill. He returned home and made every arrangement for taking possession of
his new home early in the spring of 1806. He, with others, made the first settlement in and about
Madison. Nearly al the settlements made in that year and the two or three succeeding years were made
on the highlands. Among the first settlersin the county were Elder Jesse Vawter, James Underwood,
Joshua Jackson, Colby Underwood and James Edwards, all of the Baptist denomination. East of
Crooked creek were Col. John Ryker, Paul Froman, Ralph Griffin, Joseph Lane and others, thelast two
families being Baptists. West and southwest were Col. Samuel Smock, James Arbuckle, Michael and
Felix Monroe, Isiah Blankinship, Amos Chitwood and others. The first corn was raised in Jefferson
county in the year 1806, most of it being planted as late as June. Thefirst preaching in the early
settlements within the bounds of Jefferson and Switzerland counties was by Baptist ministers. Elder Jesse
Vawter, John Taylor, Philemon Vawter and John Reese were early settlers and the only resident
ministers at that time in the vicinity of what is now the city of Madison. From the year 1805, their first
visit, until 1810, the Baptist was the only organized church in the limits of what is now Jefferson and
Switzerland counties. In March, 1807, at the home of Jesse Vawter, aBaptist church was organized
called Crooked Creek Church, afterwards Mount Pleasant Church.

"The first settlement made in the river bottom near Madison was by William and John Hall in 1806 or
1807, alittle above Isom Rossstanyard (purchased by Johnathan Lyon in 1808). The second was made
by John H. Wagoner on the high bank alittle west of Main street, in Madison. Wagoner unloaded his boat
on the 10th day of May, 1808, and immediately commenced building ahouseto livein. The

third person who settled in the
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limits of the present city was Robert M. Trotter, afterwards ajustice of the peace; the fourth was Joshua
Wilkinson, asingle man; the fifth was Joseph Strickland, afterwards justice of the peace, and with
Strickland came a man by the name of Schofield and perhaps others not recollected. Next came John
Booth, thefirst innkeeper; then John Sering, Samuel Burnet (second innkeeper); then Charles Easton
with anumber of others, which brings us down to the time of the first sale of lotsin Madison in February,
1811. During all the abovetime, al the preaching for twenty to thirty-five miles up and down the river
and through the county was of the Baptist order. The first sermon ever delivered within the chartered limits
of Madison was by Elder Jesse Vawter, among the cottonwoods on the river beach, alittle above the
stone mill. Thetext wasthefirst verse, first chapter of John's Gospel. It was afuneral occasion, the death
of widow Slack. Mrs Jonathan Lyon, mother of Philemon Vawter, closed the service. Thiswasthefirst
death and funeral preached within the vicinity of Madison.

"After the land salesin May, 1808, and the sale of lotsin Madisonin 1811, the town and the country
commenced filling up pretty rapidly with settlers. The first man who preached in Madison, other than
Baptist, was of the name of Hawkins, ahell reductioner, who afterwards became a convert to Baptist
belief. Some time after the establishment of courtsin Madison, and during the sitting of the court, Elijah
Sparks, an attorney-at-law and Methodist minister, and Jesse L. Holman, a Baptist exhorter, both of
Dearborn county, during the court week, preached for the people at the house of Philemon Vawter, near
the Crooked creek graveyard. Thiswas the first Methodist preaching in the immediate vicinity of
Madison. After public buildings were erected in Madison, Col. Brown, aMethodist preacher, preachedin
Madison and another by the name of Frame; and so did old Dr. Fiske. About thistime, if | mistake not,
Dr. Oglesby commenced preaching in Madison, also aman by the name of Strange, also Squire Strother
(of Kentucky) and Amos Chitwood. Inthe year of 1812 or 1813, not earlier, a Methodist meeting-house
was built in Madison, and from that time
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Methodism began to take root and grow in the country. About thistime Elder William Robinson, a
Presbyterian preacher, moved into Madison and commenced preaching, and soon organized a church of
his order. He was suceeded by aman by the name of Searl. So much for the early religious denominations
about and in Madison.

"I was the first justice of the peace within the vicinity of Madison whileit wasin Clark county. My
commission bears the date the 16th of July, 1808. Thefirst judges for Jefferson county were Gen. William
McFarland, president of the Court of Common Pleas, and Samuel Smock and William Colton, his
associates. Thefirst clerk and recorder was Col. John Paul; second clerk Richard C. Talbot. First sheriff,
John Vawter, commissioned such the 14th of December, 1810, retired from the office by virtue of a
commission dated 29th of July, 1813, as United States marshal for Indiana Territory. The second sheriff
was James Vawter (I am not certain but Basil Bentley was second sheriff in Jefferson county, but very
soon retired from office). The third sheriff, Thomas T. Stribling. The first court ever held in Jefferson
county was held in alog cabin owned by John H. Wagoner, in February, 1811. The sale of thefirst lotsin
Madison (old town) wasin the same month; the first proprietors, Col. John Paul, LewisDavisand
Jonathan Lyon; the first addition west, surveyed by me for Col. John Paul. The first court house, called
the Buckeye House, wasbuiltin 1811. It was built by myself for the proprietors. Thefirst jail wasa
square log house, builder's name not now recollected; first public house was kept by John Booth; second,
by Samuel Burnet; third by Major Henry Ristine. The first store was owned by John Sering & Co.; a
drug store was started about the same time by Dr. Drake & Co.; thethird store was opened by S. C.
Stevens; fourth by myself; fifth by J. & N. Hunt; sixth by McCabe & Co.; seventh by Mr. Clarkston;
eighth by John Mclntire. Thefirst physician was of the name of Fiske; second James Hicks; third John
Howes; fourth David H. Maxwell. Thefirst attorney-general, Alex. A. Meek; the second, a man by the
name of Oulds; third, Gen. William Hendricks. The
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first dray ever used in Madison was owned by Simeon Reynolds, and managed by his most excellent son,
William L. Reynolds.

"I was personally acquainted with the first proprietors of the town. A more exellent or upright good man
than Col. Paul was hard to be found.. He was one of Gen. Roger Clark's bold, adventurous soldiers, who
aided in the capture of Kaskaskia and Vincennes. He was elected one of the representatives from Clark
county in the year 1810. Thiswas previous to the formation of Jefferson county, and Col. Paul then
resided at Madison. He was also one of the members for Jefferson county who formed the present
congtitution of Indiana. | wascrier of thefirst sale of lotsin Madison, but had nothing to do with the
surveying or laying of the same. Laid out the first addition west of Broadway for Col. Paul in the winter of
1814 and 1815. Had nothing to do with any addition to the town.

"My second visit to Indianawas in May, 1806. | camein apirogue and landed alittle above the stone mill
opposite Milton, visited the highlands east and west of Crooked creek, continued at my father's half-
faced shanty until near the middle of June in order to assist him in getting his corn planted; returned in the
same craft with my mother and other relatives to Frankfort, Kentucky. In September, 1806, my father
moved his family from Kentucky to Mount Glad, the place where Judge S. C. Stevens now resides. In
December, 1806, | made my third visit to Indianain company with John Branham, abrother-in-law, and
James Vawter. We aided in driving my father's cattle and fattened and stock hogs from his Kentucky
residence to his new home in what was then awilderness. At thistime | made a selection of a place to
move myself and family to in the coming spring. In was the identical spot where the depot and machine
shops of the railroad company are now upon the hill. In March, 1807, | arrived with my family, wife,
and one child, at my original selected site in the woods. In 1808 | built a house nearly opposite Godman's
porkhouse on the hill and resided there until 1812. In thisyear | purchased property in Madison and moved
toit. The property purchased by me was two lots on Main Cross street, east of Polley and Butler'siron
store and west of Mulberry street.  In 1814, |
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sold both lots to Mr. David McClure. Inthe winter of 1815 | purchased of Col. John Paul the corner now
owned by George M. Phelps, and built alarge frame house (large for the size of the houses in Madison).
Had the water conveyed by pipes, in connection with Col. Paul, from the hill at Hite's tanyard to the
same, expecting to live and end my daysthere. Inthe same year | sold it also to David McClure, moved
to Vernon in November, 1815, and continued to reside there until November, 1849, with my family.
Since November, 1849, have resided in Morgantown, Morgan county, Indiana.

John Vawter "April 13, 1850

Perhaps the personality of John Vawter can best be realized by giving some storiesthat are told of him by
his neighbors and friends and by giving something of hislifein Vernon. He had a wide acquaintance,
traveled around a great deal for those days and kept in touch with al hisrelatives. A number of these
stories were taken from an article by Caroline Pabody Frost, which was published in the Vernon Journal
and the rest were told by other friends.

"Col. John Vawter was United States surveyor for a portion of the Northwest Territory. He came to the
place where Vernon now standsin 1813. He was greatly struck with the beauty of the country and
determined to made it his future home. He plated the town in 1815 and moved there the same year. At
this time there was but one white family in Jennings county. In thiswilderness Col. Vawter left his young
wife and little children while he went upon his surveying tours, giving strict injunctions that no Indians be
allowed to enter the house or get any liquor. One day soon after Col. Vawter left home two Indians came
to the door, and pushing in without leave, demanded ‘fire-water'. Mrs. Vawter told them that she had
none for them, and to appease their anger brought out some ribbon. They were delighted with the gift of a
yard or two apiece of orange colored ribbon. Smith Vawter, the small son of Col. Vawter, wassitting in
the chimney corner watching the savages with absorbing interest, when one of them suddenly sprang to his
feet with ablood curdling
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war-whoop and, swinging his tomahawk high inthe air, stood with it poised over the boy's head for what
seemed an age to the boy, who thought his time had come, but who looked the savage calmly in the eye.
The Indian dropped the tomahawk and sat down, saying that he was a brave boy and would make a 'heap
good Indian.’ The Indians then ransacked the cabin for liquor and, finding atreasured bottle of peach
brandy, each took adrink and generously leaving the bottle, departed.”

"In the year 1816 three houses were built in Vernon, and little clearings with cabins in the center began to
dot the surrounding wilderness. The first school house was built by Col. Vawter onthe 'Commons

near where the railroad bridge now stands. In itsoneroom Mrs. Lard (Vernon'sfirst teacher) cooked,
slept and taught.  The older pupils read in the English Reader, the younger onesin the spelling-book,
which they were required to spell nearly through, both off and on the book, before beginning on 'In
Adam'sfal, Wesinned al' and "Y oung Obidias, David and Josias, All were pious.'" Each one did sums
on hisdate. The Murray Grammer and parsing finished the list."

"Thefirst church (the Baptist) was organized in Vernon in 1816, and John Vawter was one of its seven
members.

"Thefirst board of commissioners met in Vernon, March 5, 1817. John Vawter was apponted clerk and
also 'to act as agent for the transaction of all such duties as are required by an act of the late territorial
legislature for fixing the seats of justice in all new counties that may be set off." Ordered at the same
meeting 'that John Vawter have the use of the public grounds to sow a crop of oats, heto sow the same
with timothy or blue grass.'

"On April 1, 1817, the board ordered the report of the commissioner for fixing the county seat be recorded
as soon as the recorder's office be established, John Vawter and David McClure having offered to the
commissioners various lots of land and sums of money 'on condition of the seat of justice being established
on the public grounds in the town of Vernon." The land consisted of seventy town lots, besidesthe public
ground; two acres of land for a burying-ground; threelots of an acre each for places of religious worship,
school-houses, etc., all in suitable
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places; adonation of land on the north and south of town. The land east of said town, and west of the
creek, was ever to remain 'open and common to the inhabitants of said town and county.'.

"In the year 1818, John Vawter, treasurer of the county, produced his vouchers showing he had received
and paid out $265.50.

"At the meeting of the board December, 1822, appears the first mention of the 'Jennings County Seminary.'
"Col. Vawter, trustee, reportsalong list of fines paid to him by justices of the peace. The following fines
were imposed on divers persons by sundry justices: Profane swearing, $4.00; assault, $0.01;fighting,$0.50;
Sabbath breaking; $1.00; profane swearing, $1.00; assault;, $0.50; selling liquor without license, $2.00."
"The first newspaper, The Vernon Visitor, was owned and edited by John VVawter and printed by Richard
Randall. The ouitfit of this paper consisted of a meager supply of type and one of the old-fashioned
Washington hand-presses, it being necessary, in order to print the paper, for aboy to roll the type with a
large brayer at every impression. Thefirst account of payments and receiptsin this printing office is dated
March 1, 1840. ACCOUNT

Paid For: Firewood ........ccccoveveeeeecece e $1.50
TWO reams Paper........cceveeveeveeneereens 20.00
20 .25
(D00 ! g oot G 1.50
Ball of tWin€........ccovvveeveieeiieceeen, 38
Books, thiskind...........cccceeveeuvennen. 93
POStage.......oooeeieeeeeree e 16
Four quires paper.........ccceeeeeeereennene 20.00
Candles.......oooeeeeeeiieeeecee e .75
Freight on paper.......ccceeveeeveceevnnn, 37

For blanks.........ccocovvveeeeiiicsiecieene 1.00
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Noah Noble, for paper.......c.ccocoveeererenee $1.50
Wm. Browning, for paper..........ccoceeeeene 1.50
David Heller, for paper........cccooeveervneennn. 1.50
Benj. Haobbs, for paper........cccooveevereennn. 1.50
Benj. Hobbs, horse hills.............c........... 2.50
T. L. House, horsehills.......ccccceveininnens 2.00
Samuel Wilder, paper.......ccoceeveeveieinnnns 75
Wm. Cory, billS.....cccceeeeeeeecce 2.00
Cash, McMenard, blanks............ccc...... 2.00
Wm. Griffith, NeWS........cccooeevinrirree 150
Granville Griffith, news.......c..ccceeevveevene 1.50
Wm. D. Vawter, paper.......ccccoveereenrenne 75
E.P. Smalley.....cccccovveiviiiseeeeee, 75
D. T. Whitney, hand bills...........c........... 150
Alex Adams, three papers........ccceeeeuenee. 1.50

John Walker, Wm. R. Walker, H. Tripp
and Baxter Butler, subscriptions paid

INTENL. .o 3.00
Amos Knapp, paid in potatoes............. 1.50
Lewis P. Grinstead, paper..........ccoceverenne 1.50

Here the account ends without saying how long a period of time it covers. The paper was sold early in the
forties to Amos Frost.
"Col. Vawter and Dr. Pabody were among the early legidators for the new state of Indiana. They both
served for several consecutive terms, the former in the senate, the latter in the house. They made the
journey to the capital on horseback, carrying their wardrobesin their saddle-bags. These two legislators
were Whigs and advocates of ‘internal improvement,” which was the 'bone of contention' between the two
parties.
"Col Vawter was a zealous advocate and untiring worker for the construction of the Madison and
Indianapolis Railroad, much to the disgust of some of his neighbors, who saw in the building of that road
only ruin to the country. Steam cars, they said, would do away entirely with hauling, deprive the working
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man of work and wages, horses would lose their value, frightful accidents would occur from the frightening
of cattle and horses by the locomotive, and lastly, there would not be enough produce between Madison
and Indianapolisto load onetrain of cars. The wordy war was long and loud. When the surveyors
appeared in Vernon and proceeded to run their line through Col. Vawter's front hall, the rgjoicing of his
opponents was great; but he, stanch to his principles, told them to go ahead, he would get his house out of
the way, and so he did. He moved it across the street (where it now forms part of the house near the
railroad bridge) and he saw his garden and orchard covered by the embankment without a murmur.
"During the building of the road occurred the 'lrishriot,” the most exciting episode in Vernon history
excepting perhapsthe 'Morganraid." The Irish laborers belong to two clans, the Corkonians and the
Fardowns, which were constantly on the warpath. The latter outhumbered the former and made an effort
to have the Corkonians discharged by the contractors."
There are many anecdotes told of John Vawter while he lived in Vernon and in Morgantown. Hewas a
minister, but in those days a minister was compelled to make aliving in other ways than by preaching, as
he did not receive compensation for his services. Asaminister Col. Vawter was able to indulge hislove
for match-making and, as Taylor Vawter said, "He just loved to marry people for fun."
Caroline Pabody Frost said that it was expected that matrimony was the impending fate of any one who
worked for Col. John Vawter. "In oneinstance a bashful young man employed in his printing office was
invited over to take Christmas dinner with him. He was duly admonished on his arrival to clean his feet on
the door mat, and at the table to eat all that he took on his plate. When dinner was over he was taken into
the parlor. Col. Vawter left the room, but presently returned, bringing with him the buxom lass who
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had cooked the dinner. A chair was drawn up beside the young man and she was seated upon it. 'There,’
said Col. Vawter, ashe left the room, 'l have done my part, now you do yours." What followed did not
then transpire, but thistime it was not a wedding."
It was said that Col. Vawter had a great deal to do with the marriage of Williamson D. Vawter and hisfirst
wife, Mary Tighlman Crowder. Neither one of the young people was of age, and the father of Williamson
was very much opposed to the marriage on that account. Col. Vawter persuaded the young woman to go on
avisit to afriend in an adjoining county and stay there a sufficient time until the license could be procured.
Then he furnished Williamson, who was working for him at that time, with a horse and money to go to the
place where she was and get married.
"When Col. John Vawter was awidower for the second time his son Smith was going to see agirl by the
name of Minton. Hisfather said to him: 'Now, Smith, | want you to stop going to the Minton house.'
Smith, like the good son he was, stopped going, thinking his father had some objection to the family. The
first thing Smith knew his father was about to be married to Ruth Minton himself. The day the wedding
took place Smith climbed one of the tallest treesin his father's front yard, and as the wedding procession
was returning from the church and Col. Vawter and his bride were passing under the tree where Smith was
concealed, Smith sang out, 'O, good Lord, what have | done, 1've married the father instead of the son!’
"Col. Vawter was married four times himself and his son Smith fivetimes. It istold that at the funeral of
Smith Vawter's third wife there were a number of ministers who talked in an affecting manner, and then
Col. Vawter arose. He said; 'My son, we all sympathize deeply with you in your affliction. You arejust
burying your third beloved companion while | am living with my third. When my second wife was dying |
said to her: "Oh, my dear, what shal | do?' Shereplied: "John, the Lord will provide." | say the same
to you, my dear son Smith. The Lord will provide for you.'
"When Col. John Vawter was in search of afourth wife he went one day to the door of the house where
Mrs. Martha Pearce lived. She asked him to comein. 'No, no, Sister Pearce," said
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he, 'l am just on alittle matter of business. |1 am going to Madison to-day and will be back to-morrow. |
want to know if you will marry me. | will stop for your reply when | return. Good day, Sister Pearce.' *
"When Smith Vawter, the son of John VVawter, wished to join the church and was being questioned by the
ministersin regard to his belief, he said: 'l believein Christ, but further than that | can not go." One of the
ministers said: "'Then, my son, | can not baptize you.' Col. John Vawter said: 'Well, | will then, my son,’
and he did.
"Col. Vawter was very particular about what he ate and the manner in which it was prepared. While out on
a preaching tour he and a number of others went to a house for dinner. As soon as they wereinvited out to
dinner, he said to the hostess: 'Have you any corn bread? 'No," replied she, 'no corn bread to-day." '
Well, friends, we will go back into the parlor and wait until Sister Jones makes her corn bread.'
She madeit.
Another thing of which Col. VVawter was very fond was coffee. He always carried his favorite kind around
with him and would ask the lady of the house to make him acup. The one who made the coffee exactly
right stood very high in hisfavor.
Col. Vawter was also very particular about his person. He had a clean shave every morning and bathed his
feet every night before going to bed.
"Chief among the peculiarities of Col. Vawter was an intense antipathy to dogs and to tobacco. |If afriend
called at hishome, who had unfortunately allowed his dog to follow him, he was left standing at the door
with outstretched hand while his host gave chase to the dog and securely fastened it without the gate. He
sometimes descended from the lofty pulpit in the old Baptist Church, in the midst of his sermon, in
pursuit of an unlucky canine that had chanced to wander in. He would chase it around

* This fourth marriage took place soon after the death of the third wife. When John T. Vawter, agrandson, was written to for the
purpose of finding whether the dates were correct or not, hereplied: "Thereisno mistake. | went with the Colonel, my grandfather,
when he asked Mrs Pearce to marry him, and they were married in five or six days thereafter.



Page 41

and out the door, then would mount the steps and go on preaching as if that were part of his program.
"At the Association oncein Vernon, Col. Vawter, who was very hospitable, said: ‘Now | have anew
house out here and | want you all to come to my house for dinner. | will entertain you every one and you
arewelcome, but | don't want any one to bring dogs or to spit on my clean floors.™

Wm H. McCoy, of Franklin, used tolivein Vernon and knew Col. Vawter there. Hetold this anecdote:
"Col. Vawter was opposed to collections for missions. He didn't believe in missions. At the Association,
which met in Vernon, there was present Mr. Crabb, who was the state collector for missions. On
Saturday before the Sunday service some of the ministers wanted to vote that a collection for missions
should be taken up. 'No, no," said Col. Vawter, 'l will leaveif you do." The matter was dropped. The
next day there were a number of ministers on the platform to speak. Col. Vawter was always the man to
take a nap just whenever and wherever he wanted to. While one of the ministers was speaking Col.
Vawter dropped off behind the platform, lay down on alog and went to sleep. Mr. Crabb observed this.
He spoke next, cut his remarks short and asked that a collection be taken for missions, and it was. When
the minutes of the Association wereread, the secretary said: 'and a collection for the missions was taken.'
'Hold on," said Col. Vawter, 'no such thing!" 'Yes, said the others, the collection was taken while you
wereadeep.! 'What next?' said Col. Vawter."

General Breckinridge of Minnesota, talking to Williamson Vawter, told this anecdote about Col. John
Vawter, whom he knew. Hesaid: "Vernon was famousin the early history of the country for its courts.
There was at North Vernon at that time awell-known Irish lawyer. Col. Vawter was subpoenaed on two
cases being tried by thislawyer. He was awitness on the side the lawyer wished to win in one case and a
witness on the side the lawyer did not wish to win in the other case. The lawyer, in summing up the first
case, said: 'And who isthis Col. John Vawter? Heisthe marshal of the Territory of Indiana, founder of
Vernon and defender of the oppressed.’ In summing up the
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second case, he said: 'Who isthis old John Vawter? Heisthe hireling of the United States Government,
the nabob of Vernon and a secrater of nagers.™
"A Hoosier was traveling in Michigan, and, while stopping at ahotel, incidentally revealed the fact that
he originally lived in southern Indiana. The landlord quickly inquired of his guest whether or not he knew
Col. John Vawter, of Vernon, to which question the boarder replied in the affirmative. "Then | must tell
you my first impression of Col. Vawter,' said the landlord. 'In an early day, before the railroad was built,
| was traveling from Madison to Vernon, and, nearing the town of Vernon, | saw a surveyor and his chain
carrier, working near theroad. | inquired for a placein Vernon where | could stop for the night and have
my horse stabled and fed. The surveyor at once kindly told me where the boarding-house was located, and
said that a man there would take care of my horse. At supper time the surveyor and his gang camein and |
soon learned that the man with the compass was the proprietor of the hotel. After supper | asked directions
to astore. Thelandlord said that he would walk up town with me. Upon arriving at the store | found a
general stock of goods, and then learned that my escort was owner and proprietor of the establishment.
While | was puzzling my brain as to how one man could attend to so many different vocations, Colonel
Vawter asked meif | would like to go to church. | went, and you may imagine my utter astonishment on
reaching the church to see the man | had already thought overburdened with business walk into the pulpit
and preach amost able sermon. That night | walked home with a surveyor, landlord, merchant and
minister, but Col. John Vawter was the only man with me."
A copy of the inscription on the tombstone of John Vawter at Morgantown, Ind., follows. It was composed
by John Vawter himself:



Page 43

With all his Titles.
Here lies the remains of
ELDER JOHN VAWTER.
Borninold Virginia--
Jan. 8 -- 1782;

Died Aug. 17, 1862;

The effort of hislong lifeasa
Christian was to nourish and build up
The true Christian Church on the
Original Apostolic foundation.

As a statesman he was a progressive
Conservative, believing The state
Legislature held the great material

Interest of the body politicinits
Hands; that the prosperity of the State
In education, agriculture, internal
Improvements, mechanical arts, finance

And commerce could be advanced by
Judicious, or retarded and crypted

By unwise Legidlation.--

LETTERSWRITTEN BY JOHN VAWTER TO HISBROTHER, WILLIAM VAWTER.

Vernon, 25 October, 1828
Brother William - | send you by your son $2.56 cts., the amount of your hauling (by Taylor Vawter).
| heard news when in that was to me unexpected and unpleasant. It was that you were disposed to absent
yourself from meeting and had done so in one case; that you had said that some of your friends were your
enemies. If thisbetrue, you arein astate of mind that isfar from enviable; you are, in short, childish
and wrong
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and do not know it. My dear brother, itistoo hard, Let me pray you not to reproach your friends by
thinking or saying they are enemies, and above all, not to lessen that favorable station you hold in the
good opinions of your brethren wherever you are known. It is much easier to lose a good name than to gain
it. You have been laboring for your's upwards of twenty-five years, and now do not destroy it by any
improper course, such asyou may rest assured you will do by absenting yourself from meeting.
| would advise you to ever lie at the feet of your brethren as the proper place. | have done so for years,
otherwise | would have been expelled from society long ago, for many only wished me so to act that they
might have wherewith to charge me. | now enjoy much comfort with my brethren, and so may you should
you not want to be chief. Y ou must not ask othersto look through your eyes, and you must remember that
the Reedemer did not refuse to eat with publicans and sinners, yea, with one who denied Him, yes, with
one who betrayed Him. All thisis alesson to proud you and me to do likewise. We are not to judge hearts,
and be assured we have nothing to boast of ourselves. | have never seen the time when | could not meet
with such as could meet with me, poor me, and could always partake of the supper with all who could with
me.
Let me pray you now, as a brother who truly loves and has admired your prudent, Christian conduct
heretofore, to stop, pause and think what injury you are doing yourself, how you are detracting from your
own good name and sinking your family connections by neglecting your solemn church covenant. My
brother, you must fall at the feet of your brethren and there remain. | speak freely, because | believe you
delight in honesty and plain dealing, and let no word | say break in on that good understanding that has so
long subsisted between us.

Respectfully, your brother , John Vawter

Morgantown, Indiana, 3d October, 1858
Brother William Vawter - On Saturday morning | left home for the purpose of coming to see you and
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family . On arriving at Vernon heard you had been able to go about, then went on to Madison, intending to
visit you on Monday. On reaching Vernon again found you had been able to visit your daughter, Frances,
and finding | could save aday, took the freight train and went on to Indianapolis. Returned home last
evening. While about, visited Hickman Branham, Newton Vawter, Brother Jenkins, his mother being
there, and Brother James (who sends you this minute), Brother Abner Moncrief and Brother Wise.
Attended meeting on Sunday at Harbert's Creek in company with Brother James Vawter and our only two
living sisters. Four out of the six of us now living were together at onetime, and that where father, mother
and one sister were buried -- athing | never expect to occur again in my lifetime.
| heard Brother Henderson preach a sermon which affected my whole internal man. Oh! it was a soul-
stirring sermon, worthy of being admired by all God's dear children. | do not suppose | ever will forget it.
Brother Thomas Hill was there. We dined together at Moncrief's, suppered, lodged and breakfasted
together at Matthew Wise's.
Weareadl well, and so are my children, who are here. Jane Storey and her Emma are here for to-day, by
whom | send you this letter and minute.

Affectionately yours,  John Vawter

Morgantown, Indiana, 2d February, 1859
Brother William Vawter -- Your letter of the 31st January, 1859, came to hand to-day, for which accept
my thanks. | only got home on Monday evening from my visit and meetings. | have been for four days
and five nights off with abad cold, mostly located in my head. It did seem asif my eyes and nose had the
consumption and would waste my whole life away by constant running. Cold brought on by walking from
Shelbyville, some twelve or fourteen miles, after 2 o'clock, to Brother Hurst's by 7 o'clock. | had to walk,
asthe Rushvillerailroad cars failed that day to make atrip. | went to see my cousin, Sally Hurst. Sheis
suffering very much with a cough and cold; looks
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very poor. | very much doubt whether | will ever see her again. Old Brother Hurst isas well aswhen |
saw himin May last to all appearances.
I do not recollect whether | wrote you that | did receive aletter from Jephtha VVawter. He wrote me fully
about himself, family and children, brothers, sistersand father. We do commonly write each other about
twiceayear. |t does me good to hear from his and hisfriends. They were all in common good health
when he wrote me.
| am sorry you did not write me about Brother Allen Park's daughter. | am anxious to here from her. Hope
shewill dowell. We are generally well here. Hope these lines will find you and all the friends well or
improving at least.
Believe us as ever your friends, yours.

John Vawter

Morgantown, Indiana, 12th June, 1862

Elder William Vawter: Dear Brother -- Y ours of the 8th instant at hand to-day, for which you have my
sincere thanks. We are glad that you have it in contemplation to visit us, and hope that health and
everything else will favor your effort to come at the time named in your letter, say the 20th of this month.
| do expect to leave here to-morrow in order to attend meeting at Amity on Saturday and Sunday next, it
being their regular meeting days. From Amity | will go to Indianapolis, if my health permits, so asto be
at the convention on Wednesday, the 18th of the month. | may leave Indianapolis for home on Thursday
the 19th of this month, but my every movement depends on my health.

Since | saw you | have visited Franklin, Indianapolis, Sharpsville (saw your granddaughter), Vernon,
Columbus andd Rush county. Saw my old cousin, Sally Hurst. Sheis greatly afflicted with rheumatism.
Old Brother Hurst is suffering, asl am, with continual paininthehead. Emmons, hisson, isafflicted
with abad disease of the throat, bronchitis| do suppose. Daniel Webster Pearce came home from Franklin
two or three days since,
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down with chillsand fever. Our last news from Thomas Allen Pearce he was well and near Corinth in
Mississippi. He saysall our boys that went from here with him arewell. | do not know where the Story
boys are now. The last accounts they werein Missouri. It issaid that our boys that went from here and
wintered on the Potomac (a part of them) failed to stand up to the work at Winchester in the late retreat
under Banks. Banks deserves great credit for having managed his retreat so well.

Will you write us if anything intervenes to prevent your coming? Friends here all well.

| am, asever, your friend and brother.

John Vawter
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I
SMITH VAWTER

Smith Vawter, the son of John and Polly (Smith) Vawter, was bornin Scott county, Kentucky,
November 3, 1806. Hisfather was born in Orange county, Virginia, and his mother wasbornin
Pennsylvania. His father's family moved to Indiana Territory in 1807, making the first encampment near
where the railroad roundhouse now stands in North Madison. Smith Vawter lived in Madison for eight
years and then moved with his father to Vernon. He rose from ensign to the command of the Twenty-first
Regiment Indiana Militia; was elected sheriff in 1834; county commissioner in 1848, and again in 1856;
was a representative in the lower house of the Indiana legislature from Jennings county in the sessions of
1848 and 1856; was the joint representative from Jennings and Scott counties in the session of 1878-9;
was the joint representative from Jefferson and Jennings counties in the session of 1879-80. He was one of
the trustees of the Agriculture Fund (Purdue University) for five years; was amerchant and afarmer for
more than forty years, and for the last years of hislife was credited with occupying his time principally
with paying security debts for hisfriends. He also gave much to charity. (Almost all of the above was
taken from Biographical Sketches of Members of the Indiana State Government of 1879-80.)

Col. Smith Vawter was a peculiar character, aswas hisfather before him, but all the more interesting on
that account. LewisWagner, of Vernon, who knew Smith VVawter well and married one of his cousins,
said: "Theolder Vawterswere all peculiar people and very stubborn, but good, honest people --people
one could depend on."

"Smith Vawter was a pork packer, adry goods merchant, had awoolen mill and also aflouring mill. He
used to slaughter hogs which ran wild in the woods about Vernon, put them on aflatboat and take them to
New Orleans and trade for molasses and other groceries. It took weeks and weeks to go to New Orleans
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then. Afterwards Colonel Vawter owned a steamboat. He was exceedingly fond of corn bread, and on one
trip to New Orleans the bread gave out. Smith Vawter stopped the boat and went off in the woods to seeif
he couldn't find some corn bread at a near-by house. He was gone so long that the men grew uneasy and
went to look for him. They found him sitting in front of a cabin waiting for a darky to bake some bread. It
was said that when he went to the legislature at Indianapolis he always took his corn bread with him."
Smith Vawter was very independent. He did not like to be under obligations to any one. He never would
accept arailroad pass. He never sought office for himself, but liked to be consulted about plans for others.
During the Civil War he spent much of his money and time in helping the wives and children of those who
went to the front.

When Col. Smith Vawter lived on the farm across the creek from Vernon he was a onetime sick. He
wanted some medicine. He asked some one to go and get it for him. The creek was very high and the one
asked said it wouldn't be safe to try to crossit. That made Colonel Vawter angry, and he got up, went to
the barn, mounted his old mouse-colored horse, swam the creek and got his own medicine.

When Richard Stott had atannery not far from the farm of Smith Vawter his hogs kept coming over on Mr.
Vawter's farm and annoying him. Hisdarky said: "W'at you-all gwyin' do wid dose hogs?' "Shoot 'em,
shoot 'em, shoot 'em!" said Colonel Vawter, "I'll pay for them." The darky did shoot them, and Smith
Vawter paid for them without aword.

"When Colonel Vawter was in Indianapolis attending the sessions of the legislature he was walking along
near the Circle late at night. A man stepped up very closeto him and said:  'Could you tell me the time?
Colonel Vawter thought the man intended to steal hiswatch. He stepped back toward the lamppost, raised
his cane, which wasvery heavy, and said: "Yes, sir;
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itistime both you and | werein bed.! The man seemed to agree with him, for he was not slow about
moving on."

Smith Vawter was married five times and had twelve children. Hewas married first, April 21, 1829, to
Jane Terrell. Their children were John Terrell Vawter and Hickman N. Vawter. Jane (Terrell) Vawter
was born January 15, 1811; died September 29, 1834.

(1) John Terrell Vawter, son of Smith and Jane (Terrell) Vawter, was born January 15, 1830, in
Vernon, Indiana. At the age of seventeen he was employed as a salesman in his father's store of general
merchandise at $16 per month, he to board himself. When nineteen years old his salary was raised to $20
per month. Heremained in his father's employ until August, 1851, when, with S. W. Storey (hiswife's)
brother, he opened adrug storein Franklin. Mr. Storey only remained until the following February, John
T. Vawter continuing the business for about sixteen years, then selling a part interest to Mr. Ephraim
Jeffry. In 1869 John T. Vawter sold hisinterest in the drug storeto Mr. McCoy, and with George F.
Harriott built and operated alarge pork-house in Franklin. After two years they took Messrs. Branagan and
Featheringill into the firm. In 1876 the business was discontinued, John T. Vawter going to hisfarm at
Vawter Park, in Northern Indiana. From the year 1859 he was in the Indiana Farmer's Bank for some time,
and afterwards, for twenty years, inthe Second National Bank of Franklin. On the expiration of the
charter he, with others, organized the Franklin Bank. In 1884 he was elected president of the Franklin
Bank and accepted the position for three years only and on condition that he be given the privilege of
converting it into a national bank, which was donein May, 1885. He isthe largest stockholder in said
Franklin National Bank and also one of the directors.

John T. Vawter once kept seven sets of books at the same time in Franklin. He was a good penman, quick
in figures and not given to making mistakes. Hisfather wasthe same, and the Terrells, on his mother's
side, were experts, Gen. W. H. H. Terrell perhaps the best.

John T. Vawter was married in 1850 to his cousin Mary Story,
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who was born April 21, 1831. They had no children of their own, but in the year 1862 they took alittle
girl whose mother was dead, and later on adopted her. Smith Vawter, the father of John, thought a great
deal of the father and mother of the child and wished his son to take her. The child was known as Clara
Vawter. She attended Franklin High School, then Butler College, at Irvington, and finally, in 1880, the
Female College at Oxford, Ohio. She was married December 22, 1881, to Lafayette Pence, and died in
Denver, Colorado, December 17, 1885. Her husband, who was born and reared in Columbus, Indiana,
was at the time of her death a member of the state legislature of Colorado, and since her death has been a
member of congress. Clara Vawter Pence left only one living child, Lafayette Vawter Pence, who was
born March 14, 1884, and who is now pursuing his studiesin llion, New Y ork.

John T. Vawter has been a member of the Church of Christ in Vernon, and now in Franklin for about sixty
years. Hiswifedied March 4, 1900. If living she would have been a member for about the same length of
time. Hisdaughter, Clara, united with the Church of Christ when fourteen years of age.

(2) Hickman N., son of Smith and Jane (Terrell) Vawter, wasborn July 9, 1832. He was graduated at
Hanover at about sixteen or seventeen years of age. He was of avery daring disposition and something of
a rover. Hisfather was remonstrating with him one day because he did not stay in the same place, and
said: "My son, you know therolling stone gathers no moss." "No," replied the son, "nor does the setting
hen grow fat."

Lewis Wagner, of Vernon, who knew Hickman well, said that he was very brilliant and also very proud.
He wrote a paper called the "Man About Town" and printed it. Once a month it was tacked up on the
trees and public buildings. The people were very curious about it, but for many months were unable to
find out who did it.

One evening Hickman asked a young woman of Vernon to allow him to take her home from church. She
refused. He was very much astonished and said over and over to Lewis Wagner; "Well, now, what do
you think of that?' A harnessmaker's
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daughter refusesto walk home with Col. Smith Vawter's son.” Hickman Vawter died at the age of twenty-
two years.
Smith Vawter's second wife was his cousin, Elizabeth Smith. They were married January 8, 1835. Eliza-
beth S. Vawter was born in 1806 and died February 2, 1839. Their children were Samuel and Mary Jane.
(3) Samuel Logan, son of Smith and Elizabeth VVawter, was born January 20, 1836, at Vernon, Indiana.
When quite aboy he clerked in the drug store of his brother, John T. Vawter, in Franklin, Indiana. A few
years later, he bought adrug store at Martinsville, Indiana. In the year 1859 he went to St. Anthony ,
Minnesota, where he owned adrug store. In afew years he and his partner moved to St. Paul, Minnesota,
where they started the first wholesale drug house in the northwest. Samuel Vawter was married December
16, 1856, at Franklin, Indiana, to Marial. Bright, who was born at Franklin,
March 18, 1837. Their children were Irene, Mary and Charles. Samuel Vawter died January 15, 1868.

a. lreneE. Vawter, daughter of Samuel and MariaB. Vawter, was born in Martinsville, Indiana,
September 24, 1857. She was married October 17, 1878, at Franklin, Indiana, to George Caldwell
Banta. Mr. Bantawas born at Hopewell, Indiana, and haslived thereall of hislife, except ten years
which were spent in Franklin in the drug business. The children of George and Irene Banta were:

(@) Maria, born February 8, 1880; died July 11, 1880, at Franklin, Indiana.

(b) ClaraVawter, born September 13, 1881; died February 23, 1903, at Hopewsell, Indiana.

(c) Frank Caldwell, born December 8, 1883, at Franklin, Indiana. Isattending Purdue University at
Lafayette, Indiana.
Mr. and Mrs George Banta are living at Hopewell, Indiana. Their postoffice is Franklin, Indiana

b. Mary J.,, second daughter of Samuel and Maria Bright Vawter, was bornin Martinsville, Indiana,

April 25, 1859, married June 29, 1897, to Isaac Newton Smith. They have one son,
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Milton Vawter Smith, who wasborn in Springville, Utah, January 30, 1899.

"Mr. Smith, who was bornin Lewistown, Indiana, January 16, 1859, isprincipal of the New Jersey
Academy, Logan, Utah. The school isunder the direction of the Home Mission Board of the Presbyterian
Church.

c. Charles Bright Vawter, son of Samuel and MariaB. Vawter, was bornin Minneapolis, Minnesota,
April 29, 1862. Hewas married April 18, 1888, to Mrs LellaHunter Holman, who was born October 20,
1855. No children. LellaH. Vawter died June 7, 1901.

Charles Bright Vawter is a member of the firm of Duncan & Vawter, hardware dealers of Franklin,
Indiana.

(4) Mary Jane, daughter of Smith and Elizabeth Vawter, wasborn August 14, 1837, and died February
6, 1861.

Smith Vawter's third wife was Spicy Carroll, to whom he was married January 28, 1840. Their children
were Edwin, Emily, Sarah, Ezraand George. Spicy (Carroll) Vawter was born February 25, 1817, and
died July 30, 1848.

(5) Edwin, sonof Smith and Spicy (Carroll) Vawter, was born January 19, 1841; died in 1854.

(6) Emily, daughter of Smith and Spicy (Carroll) Vawter, wasborn March 24, 1842. She was married
to Dr. Beechly of Bridgeport, Indiana. Their children were Jennie and an infant who died at birth. Jennie
was married to John Jenkins of Lincoln, Nebraska, and lived at Danville, Illinois.

There were three children born to John and Jennie Jenkins: Carrie, born in 1889, Virginia, bornin 1892
and aboy, Vawter, who died at about two years of age. John and Jennie Jenkins are both dead. The two
children are living at Danville, Illinais.

(7) Sarah, daughter of Smith and Spicy (Carroll) Vawter, wasborn September 18, 1843; married
May 31, 1864, to Elijah T. Read, who wasborninVernon, Indiana, December 24, 1841. They livein
Oswego, Kansas, where Mr. Read has been until recently engaged in the hardware business. Children:

a. Virgina, born April 26, 1865; married November 11, 1885, in Oswego, Kansas, to William
Stewart Reamer, who was born
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March 4, 1860. They livein Oswego, Kansas. Their children are Roscoe Read, born August 10, 1891,

and VirginiaKatherine, born May 30, 1894.
b. Alice, born December 28, 1867; died October 23, 1869.
c. Smith H., born September 23, 1869, and married in Lacon, lllinois, June 6, 1900, to Mabel
Adams. Livesat 3046 Walnut street, Kansas City, Missouri.
d. Daisy Belle, born April 23, 1872; married October 11, 1896, in Oswego, Kansas, to Pearly
J. Sprague. No children. They livein Gashland, Missouri.
c. Bert, born December 9, 1874; married September 24, 1902, to Alice Richcrick. Livesin
Sparks, Oklahoma.
(8) Ezra, son of Smith and Spicy (Carroll) Vawter, wasborn July 9, 1845, and died in 1846.
(9) George, the son of Smith and Spicy (Carroll) Vawter, wasborn July 18, 1847, and died in 1848.
Smith Vawter married, fourth, December 24, 1848, Huldah Kendricks, who was born
November 13, 1826; died March 31, 1859. Their children were Smith K. and Hattie Lilly.

(10) Smith K., son of Smith and Huldah (Kendricks) Vawter, was born October 11, 1849; married to
Mary A. Brown in 1873. Their children were: a. Edna, born July 20, 1876; b. John T., born September
20, 1878; c. Louise, born April 5, 1883.

Smith K. Vawter lived in Vernon, Indiana, but for some years before his death lived at Vawter
Park, Indiana, where he died in hisfifty-second year. Mrs. Smith Vawter and her children live at Vernon
in the winter and at Vawter Park in the summer. Edna, the elder daughter, has been teaching in VVernon.
John T. is preparing himself at Champaign, Illinois, to be an architect. He also studied at Purdue.

(12) Hattie Lilly, daughter of Smith and Huldah (Kendricks) Vawter, died in childhood.

Huldah (Kendricks) Vawter was born November 13, 1826, and died March 31, 1859.

Smith Vawter married fifth, December 1859, Mrs Sarah Griffith Maynard, who was born at
Steubenville, Ohio, December 29, 1817; died September 7, 1892. They had one child, Carrie, who

Page 59

married George Rowan and has one son, Vawter Rowan. Mrs Rowan lives with her half-sister, Mrs
Maggie Hutchings, of Kokomo, Indiana.
Smith Vawter died in Vernon, April 10, 1882.

2
Jane (Vawter) Storey

Jane, daughter of John and Polly (Smith) Vawter, was born July 17, 1809, in Kentucky, and
was married June 25, 1825, to Thomas J. Storey, the son of John Storey. John Storey was of Irish
parentage. He was a soldier in the Revolutionary War and also in the War of 1812. He had alarge family
of children, many of them sons, and all of these were soldiers at one time or another. Thomas J. Storey,
hisson, wasinthe War of 1812. He enlisted at Georgetown, Kentucky, in avolunteer company
commanded by Captain Metcalf, and at once went into active military service. He wasin the battle fought
near the foot of the rapids of the Maumee river, in which Colonel Dudley, commanding, was
overpowered by the combined British and Indian forces under Procter and Tecumseh. Out of aregiment of
nearly one thousand as brave men as ever marched from Kentucky less than one hunded and fifty made
good their retreat to a place of safety by a column charge through the lines of the enemy. All the rest were
scalped, tomahawked, butchered and burned by the Indians. Subsequent to this Mr. Storey wasin the
battles and sorties incident to the siege of Fort Meigs and at the close of the war in the Northwest he was
honorably discharged.

After the return of Thomas Storey from the War of 1812, he was married to Miss Span, who
lived only ayear, dying at the birth of a daughter, who lived to be three years old. Thomas Storey then
settled in Vernon, Indiana, about the year 1820, as ahouse builder. There he met Jane Vawter, with
whom heféell inlove. It was soon after the death of her mother, and the proposal of the young widower
was met with a decided refusal, asthe loving daughter was “going to stay with father and care for
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and comfort him forever." It was not long, however, until the father sought comfort elsewhere, and Jane,
meeting her quondam lover after the announcement of her father's coming marriage, whispered rather
sadly: "Mr. Storey, if you have not changed your mind, | - | have mine." Her extreme modesty and shy
reserve made these words seem so out of keeping with her character that they have been remembered.
Their marriage was a happy one, and their lives, looked back upon, seem uneventful. They lived for their
children and tried to teach them to love God and their country. Three of the boys were in the army of the

North, and any soldier in need of a home was always made welcome at Thomas Storey's. The mother's
dying words were a prayer for country and children. Jane (Vawter) Storey died March 8, 1864.

Thomas Storey was married, third, to Miss LouisaHall of Madison, Indiana, in 1867. Sheisnow living
inVernon. Mr. Storey died July 16, 1878, at the age of eighty-two years, an old man, still full of interest
inall current events.

Thomas J. and Jane (Vawter) Storey had ten children: John, Emily, Mary, Smith William, David,
Thomas Henry, James Marshall, Riley Clark, George W. and Emma Julia.

(1) John Vawter Storey, son of ThomasJ. and Jane (Vawter) Storey, was born December 17, 1826,
and was married March 15, 1846, in Vernon, at the home of Col. John Vawter, hisgrandfather, to his
cousin Mary Jane Storey, of Warsaw, Kentucky. Mary Jane Storey, hiswife, wasbornin Mount
Sterling, Kentucky, December 29, 1824, and died September 27, 1891. They had six children; Martha
Jane, William David, Ezra, CoraV., Frank and Charles.

a. Martha Jane, daughter of John V. and Mary Jane Storey was born August 31, 1847, and was married
toJ. L. Smith, of Richmond, Indiana, December 13, 1870. Children: CoraEdith, born September 10,
1871; married to Mr. Shaw of Richmond, Indiana, June 26, 1894; Walter G., born December 26, 1872;
died January 8, 1893; Alma, born October 7, 1874; Elmer, born June 22, 1880; Roy, born June 21,
1882; Emma, born February 11, 1880.
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b. William David, son of JohnV. and Mary Storey, was born June 31, 1849, and died February 27,
1900.
¢. Ezra, son of John V. and Mary Storey, was born October 8, 1853.

d. CoraV., daughter of John V. and Mary Storey, born August 15, 1855.

e. Frank, son of JohnV. and Mary Storey, was born December 13, 1856, and died January 11, 1896.

f. Charles, son of JohnV. and Mary Storey, was born October 16, 1859.

John V. Storey was married, second, to Mrs Addie Moore of Bartholomew, Indiana, November 28,

1874. Mr. Storey began his business career asadruggist. Isnow retired. He and hiswifelive at
Columbus, Indiana.

(2) Emily Vawter Storey, daughter of Thomas J. and Jane (Vawter) Storey, was born December 12,
1828, and died July 20, 1842.

(3) Mary Vawter Storey, daughter of Thomas J. and Jane (Vawter) Storey, wasborn April 21, 1831;
married in 1850 to John T. Vawter; died March 21, 1900. No children.

(4) Smith William, son of Thomas J. and Jane (Vawter) Storey, wasborninVernon, Indiana,
December 23, 1833. While amere youth, he made the overland trip to the Pacific, driving an ox wagon,
and for several years endured the hardships and dangers of a frontiersman and miner in Californiaand
Oregon. Returning to Vernon, he engaged in the drug business, in which he continued until his death.
S. William Storey was an elder in the Vernon Presbyterian Church; was superintendent of the Sunday-
school for twenty-five years, was an organizer and promoter of the first bank in Vernon; was a director,
and from 1895 until his death was president of the First National Bank. He was married May 17, 1860, to
Martha E. Wise, who was the daughter of Copeland, the son of Matthew and Julia (Vawter) Wise.
There was one daughter, Kate, who was born October 8, 1861, and married October 16, 1884, to
Lincoln Dixon. Mr. Dixon was born February 9, 1860, and is an attorney-at-law of North VVernon,
Indiana, and has recently been elected to congress.
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Children of Lincoln and Kate (Storey) Dixon: Esther Claire, born December 16, 1887; Donald Storey,

born October 6, 1890; Dorothy, born April 3, 1900.

MarthaW. Storey, thewifeof S. William Storey, died August 28, 1889. She was awoman of great
loveliness of character, and isremember with the sincerest affection by her many friends.

S. William Storey was married, second, to LenaCarlisle, December 11, 1890. Lena Carlisle was born
June 10, 1864. Children: Blanche, born September 14, 1891, and S. William, Jr., born December 27,
1893.

S. William Storey died October 7, 1903.

(5) David, sonof ThomasJ. and Jane (Vawter) Storey was born June 27, 1836, and died December 5,
1842.

(6) Thomas Henry Storey, son of Thomas J. and Jane (Vawter) Storey, wasborn July 18, 1838, and
was married to Titia Sharp in Kansasin 1881. No children. Thomas H. Storey had a stroke of paralysis
during the last year of the Civil War and was discharged on account of it, never entirely recovering from
the effects. Hewastotally blind for eight years before his death, which occured January 23, 1890. His
widow isliving.

(7) James Marshall, son of Thomas J. and Jane (Vawter) Storey, wasborninVernon, Indiana, October
17, 1840. During the Civil War he was mustered into service as a private of Company H, Twenty-sixth
Indiana Volunteer Infantry, August 3, 1861; was made sergeant of company June 27, 1862; lieutenant,
July 20, 1863; captain, June 19, 1865. He was aide-de-camp to Brigadier General Vandiver from July 25,
1863 to October 14, 1863; served under Gen. Fremont, in his campaignin Missouri in 1862, after the
rebel Gen. Price was wounded in the forehead at the battle of Prarie Grove, Arkansas, December 7, 1862;
wasin the siege of Vicksburg; thetaking of Brownsville, Texas, inthelatter part of 1863; the siege of
Spanish Fort from investment to capitulation April 9, 1865; thetaking of Montgomery, Alabama, April
25, 1865. He was mustered out of service at Vicksburg, Mississippi, January 15, 1866. After thewar J.
M. Storey went into the hardware businessin Indianapolis, afterwards going to Franklin, Indiana, where
he ownsthe "Up-Town House."
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J. Marshall Storey was married April 21, 1864, to Lucia Barnum, who was born April 23, 1843.
Children:

a. Guy, born February 12, 1867.

b. Grace, born September 22, 1869; married April 29, 1896, to Thomas Larkins, of Indianapolis,
Indiana. Onechild, Storey, born April 29, 1897.

c. John T., born September 22, 1872; married March 13, 1902, to MetaMella, born 1879. One child,
Elizabeth, born November 23, 1903.

d. Oscar Sears, born February 12, 1880.

e. Infant, born and died in 1886.

(8) Riley Clark Storey, son of ThomasJ. and Jane (Vawter) Storey, was born December 18, 1842, in
Vernon, Indiana. Asalad hewas abook-lover and of a studious disposition. It issaid that he left home at
onetimeto follow afavorite teacher to Indianapolis, where he sold papers in order to pay his tuition and
other expenses. Hewasin college at Franklin, Indiana, when the war broke out. He enlisted in the
Eighteenth Indiana Volunteers. The forced marches, exposure to rain and snow and sleeping on the wet
ground were too severe for him. He was honorably discharged January 17, 1863, asick man, and
suffered during the rest of hislife from rheumatism and kindred troubles. After his discharge he entered
the University of Michigan and graduated from that institution with the famous class of '69. Whilein the
university he, with others, organized the local chapter of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity. After graduating,
he entered alaw school in Indianapolis, from which he received the degree of LL.B. later.

Riley C. Storey was married March 30, 1874, to Rose Margaret Schaefer, who was born August 8,
1857, in Patriot, Indiana. At thetime of his marriage Riley Storey was in the United States revenue
service and had some serious experiences with various offenders of the law. Afterwards he wasfor six
years superintendent of schoolsof Cowley county, Kansas. After anumber of changes, he was principal
of the public schools of Golden Hill, Nevada, for eight years. He was then principal of schoolsin
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Gilroy, Cadlifornia, for two years. His headlth failing, hejoined hissonin 1899, who was ateacher in
Stanford University. He died on the seventeenth of September, 1902.

a. Thomas Andrew Storey, son of Riley Clark and Rose (Shaefer) Storey, was born January 29, 1875;
married June 26, 1899, to Parnie Olive Hamilton, who was born in the San Joaquin Valley, California,
August 21, 1874.

Thomas Andrew Storey is ateacher in Leland Stanford University. Heis now on leave of absence and will
spend ayear in Boston, completing the work required for the degree of M. D., inthe Harvard Medical
School. Hewill then return to Stanford University.

(8 Margaret Hamilton Storey, daughter of Thomas Andrew and Parnie (Hamilton) Storey, was born
July 31, 1900.

(9) GeorgeW. Storey, son of Thomas J. and Jane (Vawter) Storey, wasborn July 6, 1845; married in
1867 to Hepsie Johnson. A son, Smith William Storey, was born in 1869, and is now living in Kansas.
George W. Storey married, second, Alice Stonebrook, August 30, 1893. Alice Stonebrook was born
March 9, 1863.

Children:

a. JohnV., born July, 31, 1894.

b. Ralph G., born March 23, 1897; died May 12, 1898.

¢. Mabel Emma, born October 14, 1898.

d. FrancesC., born May 2, 1903.
George W. Storey began life asadruggist, then went south as a planter, and is now afarmer living at
Jelloway, Ohio.
(10) EmmaJulia, daughter of Thomas and Jane (Vawter) Storey, wasborn May 2, 1848, in Vernon,
Indiana; married March 19, 1867, to Daniel Lattimore. One child, Mabel Vawter Lattimore, was born
April 25, 1876, at Washington, D.C.; married March 28, 1904, to Willis Bradley Speare.
Daniel E. LattimorewasborninVernon, Indiana, February 23, 1846. He was the son of a Presbyterian
minister. Has been a clerk in the surgeon general's office in the War Department for thirty-four years.
Lives at 1529 Corcoran street, Washington, D.C.
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3

EMILY (VAWTER) CAMPBELL
Emily Vawter, daughter of John and Polly Smith Vawter, wasborn May 16, 1814; married to Allan
Campbell in 1829; died July 8, 1877.
Allan Campbell was born in Scott county, Kentucky, afew milesfrom Frankfort, January 31, 1808, and
in the winter of 1816-17, with hisfather, moved to Jennings county, Indiana. Allan Campbell wasa
farmer and lived for many years on hisfarm near Vernon, Indiana. Hedied in Maryville, Missouri, May
15, 1881. Therewere four children: Mary, Smith Vawter, Solon B. and John D.

(1) Mary, diedinyouth.

(2) Smith Vawter Campbell, son of Allan and Emily Vawter Campbell, was born on the farm near
Vernon, Jennings county, Indiana, August 26, 1832. He attended school at Ann Arbor, Michigan,
graduating in medicine in the early fifties, and settled for the practice of his profession in Lebanon,
Indiana. Here he was married to Carrie Steele Davis, daughter of Dr. William P. Davis, in 1854. Soon
afterward he moved to Des Moines, lowa, where he entered into active practice. When the war broke out
he offered his services; was commissioned assistant surgeon of the Twenty-third lowa Volunteer Infantry
and served four years and six months. After the close of the war he moved to Adel, lowa, and, in 1878,
to Maryville, Missouri, and practiced medicine. Hedied in 1902.

Carrie Davis Campbell was born May 13, 1836, in Boone county, Indiana; died July 2, 1895.

The children of Smith Vawter and Carrie Davis Campbell were; John, Emily, James Burt and Sarah Scott.
a. John S., sonof SmithV. and Carrie D. Campbell, was born March 17, 1863, and was married in
May, 1886, to Margaret Coan, who was bornin Westport (now Kansas City), Missouri, in May, 1863.

They have one child, Mary, who was born August, 1888.
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John Campbell is general solicitor for the Smith-McChord-Townsend Wholesale Dry Goods Company and
livesin Kansas City, Missouri.

b. Emily D., daughter of Smith V. and Carrie D. Campbell, wasbornin Adel, lowa, February 20, 1866,
and was married to Edward F. Wolfert, October 30, 1890. Edward F. Wolfert was born in Burlington,
lowa, March 21, 1860. Heisa carriage manufacturer of Maryville, Missouri.

c. James Burt, son of Smith V. and Carrie D. Campbell, was born November 17, 1867, in Addl, lowa.
Heisunmarried and living in Maryville, Missouri. Has business interestsin Alaska and in the west.

d. Sarah Scott, daughter of SmithVV. and Carrie D. Campbell, wasbornin Adel, lowa, October 25,
1872, and was married on October 12, 1892, to George B. Baker, who was born in Maryville, Missouri,
February 19, 1870. They have onechild, Carrie Margaret, born June 21, 1896. George B. Baker is
engaged in the banking businessin Maryville, Missouri.

(3) Solon B. Campbell, son of Allan and Emily Vawter Campbell, was bornin Vernon, Indiana,
November 29, 1839; married in DeSoto, lowa, February 25, 1874, to Carolyn Otterman, who was born
in Thorntown, Indiana.

Solon B. Campbell was a druggist and a physician, practicing for twenty-five yearsin Adel, lowa. He
enlisted during the Civil War in Company D, One Hundred and Thirty-second Regiment. Was discharged
on account of ill health. Diedin Adel, lowa, July 31, 1893.

Children of Solon B. and Carolyn Otterman Campbell:

a. Vernon Campbell, born March 30, 1875; married to Janice Findus, January 24, 1903, in San
Francisco. They livein Los Angeles, California. Vernon Campbell isin the olive business. Heis
secretary, manager and treasurer of alarge olive canning factory located in Los Angeles. The company
cans ripe olives and makes olive oil, having made twenty-five thousand gallons of oil last year.

b. Hazel Campbell, born October 4, 1876.

c¢. Joseph Allan Campbell, born January 14, 1878.
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d. Garnette Carolyn, bornJuly 1, 1879.

e. Glenn Solon, bornJuly 1, 1879; died in February, 1880.

f. Kemper Bramwell Campbell, born July 5, 1881.

g. Gladys Campbell, born July 11, 1886.
Joseph and Kemper Campbell are operating a vegetable cannery in Moneta, California.
Mrs. Campbell and all of the children except Vernon, livein Moneta, California, ten milesfrom Los
Angeles.

(4) John D., son of Allan and Emily Vawter Campell , was bornin Vernon, Indiana; died in Georgia,
where he had gone for his health. Heleft awife and a number of children.

4
MARION VAWTER

Marion Vawter, son of John and Ruth (Minton) Vawter, wasborn November 30, 1830, at Vernon,
Indiana. When about eighteen or twenty years of age he, with hisfather, hisbrother and sister, moved
to Morgantown, Indiana. His early employment was as roadmaster of the Franklin and Martinsville
Railroad. He moved, with hisfamily, to Indianapolis in 1860, and was employed in the Madison and
Indianapolis Railroad machine shops for four or five years, having charge of the shops the last two years.
In 1865 the road was consolidated with the Jeffersonville Railroad, and Marion Vawter then secured a
position in the Eagle machine shops for a short time, then with D. Root & Co., foundry and machine shops,
where he was employed several years. He resigned from this position, and with Benjamin J. Smith,
former master mechanic of the Madison and Indianapolis Railroad, started a machine and repair shop at
Spencer, Indiana. This venture did not prove asucess, and hereturned to D. Root & Co., and afterwards
to the Sinker, Davis & Co. machine shops, where he was employed until his death in 1880.
Marion Vawter was married January 28, 1851, at Morgantown, Indiana, to Rebecca Mahafy, who was
born March 6, 1832, in Maryville, Ohio, andisnow living at Lafayette, Indiana. Their
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childrenwere: (1) Charles Minton; (2) William Riley; (3) Mary Emily, and (4) Jesse Segal.

(1) CharlesMinton Vawter, son of Marion and Rebecca (Mahafy) Vawter, was born at Morgtantown,
Indiana, February 28, 1853. CharlesVawter probably is acquainted with more of the VVawter relatives
that any other onein the whole connection. He has been greatly interested in the history of the Vawter
family, and to him is due the preservation of much of the history of his grandfather which has been given
in this account.

A short sketch of Charles M. Vawter, taken from aletter written by himself, is here reproduced.

"I, Charles Minton Vawter, moved from Morgantown, Indiana, with my father, to Indianapolis, in 1860,
and attended the public schools there until 1865 or 1866. | then secured employment with my uncle, John
Allan Vawter, on his huckster wagon, which ran between Indianapolis and Morgantown. While with my
uncle | formed the acquaintance of one Mr. Bently, atin pedler, who secured methejob of running a
wagon for J. J. Smith & Co., 108 South Delaware street, Indianapolis. The company was running twenty
wagons. Thiswasthefirst good job for me, and paid $26.00 a month and expenses.

"On October 2 | started out with my tin wagon and ran it until 1872. On June 9 of 1872 | went to

L afayette and ran awagon for Robert Manning & Co. until November 22 of the same year. On thisdate |
secured a position as brakeman on the Louisville, New Albany and Chicago Railway, making my first trip
to Bloomington, Indiana. In 1874 | was promoted to train baggage-master. In December, 1876, | was
promoted to a freight conductor. In 1879 | had an accident which caused me to lose my position. | then
started arestaurant in Michigan City and ran it until | lost what little money | had. | then went back on the
Louisville, New Albany and Chicago road. Soon after, my wife's health failing, | resigned and took care
of her until her death. In March of that year | secured a position as freight conductor on the Wabash
Railroad, between Moberly, Missouri, and St. Louis. My mother and son Fred, aged six, were with me
while there. | left the Wabash January 1, 1884, and returned to the
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Louisville, New Albany and Chicago aslocal freight conductor. In March, 1886, | lost my position,
owing to achange of officers. From March to August | was in the produce business at Bloomington,
Indiana, having moved there from Lafayette. In July | called on Mr. Bent at Cincinnati, who employed
me as local freight conductor, running between Seymour, Indiana, and Cincinnati. | then moved from
Bloomington to Seymour. In 1888 | was promoted to extra passenger conductor, and in September, 1889,
to aregular passenger train between Louisville and North Vernon. | then moved to New Albany. In 1897 |
began running between Louisville and Cincinnati, moving to Home City, Ohio. At present | am running
between Cincinnati and St. Louis."

Charles M. Vawter was married September 23, 1875, to Carrie J. Timmons, adaughter of Allan
Timmons. She was born in Hamburg, Germany. They had one son, Fred Allan.

Carrie Timmons Vawter died January 5, 1883.

Charles M. Vawter was married at Gosport, Indiana, August 11, 1884, to Alice Campbell, who was born
July 29, 1859, in Mt. Tabor, Indiana. Children: EvaMay, still-born, August 21, 1885, and Maud,
born June 1, 1888, at Seymour, Indiana.

Charles M. Vawter's address is Home City, Ohio.

a. Frederick Allan Vawter, son of Charles M. and Carrie (Timmons) Vawter, was born February 16,
1878; married February 16, 1898, to Stella Crichlow, who was bornin 1881. They have two children,
Charles Desmond, born November 9, 1897, and Jesse, born August, 1899.

Frederick Allan Vawter is manager of the Vawter Hay and Grain Co., Indianapolis. Livesat 2709
Bellefontaine street.

(2) William Riley, son of Marion and Rebecca (Mahafy) Vawter, wasborn September 9, 1855, and
was married in August, 1879, to EmmaKetcham, in Glenwood, Missouri. There were no children.
William Vawter was employed on the railroad as brakeman and freight conductor, and waskilled at
Parsons, Kansas, March 18, 1881. Hiswidow, now Mrs. Emma Case, isliving at Glenwood, Missouri.
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(3) Mary E., daughter of Marion and Rebecca (Mahafy) Vawter, was born October 23, 1857, and was

married to Richard Dunning in Michigan City, Indiana, May 29, 1878.
Richard Dunning was born March 29, 1848, in Covington, Ohio.
Chldren: Carrie, dtill-born, June 18, 1879, in Indianapoalis.
Earl Raymond, born June 22, 1880, in Indianapoalis.
Tillie Allan, born July 6, 1886, in Chicago.
Luella, born September 1, 1896, in Chicago; died November 5, 1897.
Mr. and Mrs. Dunning and children live at 6342 Champlain avenue, Chicago.
(4) Jesse, son of Marion and Rebecca (Mahafy) Vawter, wasborn August 27, 1859, at Morgantown,
Indiana. Hewas married in June, 1886, to EllaBrown in Stinesville, Indiana. EllaBrown was born
September 12, 1862. Their children were George, born January 14, 1887, and Grace, born February 18,
1889.
Jesse was freight conductor and was killed while running on the Belt Line in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Jesse Vawter's widow married Albert Nail and lives at Midland, Indiana.
5
MARY (VAWTER) OBENSHAIN
Mary Ann Vawter, the daughter of John and Ruth (Minton) Vawter, wasborn March 6, 1836, in
Vernon, Indiana. She moved to Morgantown with her father at the age of about twelve or thirteen years.
Here she was married to George Obenshain January 28, 1851. She united with the Missionary Baptist
Church of Morgantown February 1, 1856; died April 24, 1897.
George Obenshain was born April 4, 1822, in Botetourt county, Virginia. He was one of the leading
grocery merchants of Morgantown, Indiana, for many years. He has now sold out his business and retired
to private life.
The children of George and Mary (Vawter) Obenshain were
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Martha Jane, John W., Smith, EmmaV., CarrieM., Frank A. and Ruth M.

(1) MarthaJane, daughter of George and Mary (Vawter) Obenshain, wasborn May 19, 1852, at
Morgantown, Indiana, and was married August 9, 1871, to Joseph L. Fesler, who was born April 23,
1850, in Morgantown. Mr. Fedler isafarmer living near Morgantown. Their children:

a. Carrie A., born October 23, 1872, at Morgantown, Indiana; married May 19, 1897, to Emerson M.
Wood, who was born January 10, 1877, in Bedford, Kentucky. Mr. Wood is editor and proprietor of
the Morgantown Truth.

b. Timothy C., born March 28, 1875, in Morgantown; married there on December 27, 1899, to Lulu
Coleman, born May 21, 1882. Children: JamesLeon, born June 28, 1900, and Esther, born January 10,
1902; died May 30, 1903. Timothy C. Fedler is postmaster in Morgantown, Indiana.

c. Susie C. Fesler was born August 16, 1880, in Morgantown.

d. Jennie A. was born July 2, 1884, in Morgantown; died April 22, 1891.

(2) JohnW., son of George and Mary (Vawter) Obenshain, died when achild.

(3) Smith, son of George and Mary Obenshain, died when achild.

(4 EmmaV., daughter of George and Mary (Vawter) Obenshain, was born July 10, 1860; married
April 2, 1880, at Morgantown to John W. Hilton, who was born March 27, 1860, at Morgantown, and
died December 17, 1899, at Sullivan, Indiana. One child, Fred E., wasborn November 9, 1883 at
Martinsville. Helivesat Paris, Illinois, with hismother. Heisnow taking a course in electric engineering
at Champaign, lllinois.

(5) CarrieM., daughter of George and Mary (Vawter) Obenshain, died when achild.

(6) Frank Allan, son of George and Mary (Vawter) Obenshain, was born December 13, 1868, at
Morgantown, and was maried November 4, 1895, at Louisville, Kentucky, to Berda M. Ream, who was
born August 31, 1874, at Nieveh, Indiana.
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Frank Obenshain is a carpenter by trade, but at present isrural mail carrier. Livesat Morgantown,
Indiana.
(7) Ruth M. Obenshain, daughter of George and Mary (Vawter) Obenshain, was born August 18, 1873,
at Morgantown; married July 6, 1902, to Spencer H. Wood, who was born November 7, 1880, at Sligo,
Kentucky. Their child, Harold H., wasborn July 1, 1903.
Spencer H. Wood is a brother to Emerson Wood. Heisaprinter by trade, but at present is collector for the
Metropolitan Insurance Company. Livesin Franklin, Indiana.
6

ALLAN VAWTER
Allan Vawter, son of John and Ruth (Minton) Vawter, wasborn May 9, 1833, at Vernon, Indiana. He
was married November 20, 1853, at Morgantown, Indiana, to Catherine Hickey of Morgantown who
was born at Elizabethtown, Carter county, Tennessee, near Knoxville, October 10, 1837.
Allan Vawter was a merchant and atrader. He drove from Indianapolis to Morgantown, Indiana, and
bought poultry, eggs, butter, tallow, etc., and gavein exchange merchandise. He was well known all
along the route, and was familiarly called "Al" Vawter. He had abranch store at Smith's Valley, Indiana,
and ageneral store at Glenn's Valley, Indiana. He was of agenia and social disposition and had a host of
friends. Charles M. Vawter and two brothers and one sister made their home with him for some time. John
Allan Vawter died May 30, 1874, at Glenn'sValley, Indiana, and was buried at Morgantown.
Catherine Hickey Vawter, wife of Allan, was |eft awidow with five children dependent upon her for
support, the youngest being but six months old at the time of the father's death. Mrs. Vawter had charge of
the genera store and the postoffice at Glenn'sValley, Indiana. Shedied at her father'shomein
Morgantown, Indiana, May 28, 1895, from injuriesreceived in arunaway accident.
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The children of Allan and Catherine (Hickey) Vawter were Frank Day, IdaRuth, Elmer Mayo, Lillian

Lincoln, Grace Minton and Cora Allan.
(1) Frank Day Vawter, son of Allan and Cathering Hickey Vawter, was born at Morgantown, Indiana,
February 6, 1856; married April 19, 1877, to LauraE. Smart, who was born December 3, 1860.
Their children:
a. Clarence Allan, born March 28, 1878; married August 5, 1901, at Vincennes, Indiana, to Jennie
Moore. Hiswifedied June 20, 1902, at the age of eighteen years.
b. John Elmer, born June 20, 1879.
Frances Bertram, born February 19, 1881.
. Willie Belle, born November 8, 1882.
EllaMae, born October 1, 1884.
Horace Raymond, born March 15, 1886.
. Nellie Bly, born January 23, 1888.
. Catherine, born December 8, 1890.
i. Allice Pearl, born November 27, 1892.
Frank Day Vawter died near Vincennes, Indiana, January 17, 1900, aged forty-four years. The family
livesat Valey Mills, Indiana, R.R. No. 1.
(2) IdaRuth Vawter, daughter of Allan and Catherine (Hickey) Vawter, wasborn at Morgantown,
Indiana, May 1, 1858, and died at Glenn's Valley, August 25, 1897.
(3) Elmer Mayo Vawter, son of Allan and Catherine (Hickey) Vawter, was born at Morgantown,
August 25, 1861; married at Smith's Valey, Indiana, February 24, 1889, to Margaret Alice Sawyer,
born in 1869.

SQ Do

Children:
a. Ralph Emerson, born December 12, 1889. b. Raymond, bornJuly 15, 1891.
c. Mary Ruth, born Decembr 5, 1892. d. Frank, born April 8, 1895
e. Dewey, born April 23, 1898. f. MarthaClarice, born December 28, 1899.

g. Paul Leon, born March 6, 1903.
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Elmer Mayo Vawter lives near M. Pleasant cemetery in Johnson county, Indiana, and is sexton of same.
His postoffice addressis Greenwood, Indiana, R. R. No. 17.

(4) Lillian Lincoln Vawter, daughter of Allan and Catherine (Hickey) Vawter, wasborn at
Indianapolis, Indiana, April 10, 1866; married at Indianapolis, July 24, 1899, to Thomas Lafayette
Smith. They have one son, Thomas Allan Smith, who was born near Farmington, Kentucky, January 24,
1902.

Thomas L afayette Smith is afarmer and stock raiser living near Mayfield, Kentucky, R.F.D. No 1.

(5) CoraAllan Vawter, daughter of Allan and Catherine (Hickey) Vawter, wasborn October 11, 1873,
and was married at Glenn's Valley, Indiana, November 18, 1891, to Whitfield Yeager. They have no
children. Live at 1204 Pleasant street, Indiannapolis, Indiana.
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I
WILLIAM VAWTER

William Vawter, the son of Jesse, was born April 2, 1783, in the Holston country, near where North
Carolina, East Tennessee and Virginianow join. Because of the hardships to be endured in the new
country, and because he wasatwin, the parents of William Vawter left him in Virginiawith his maternal
grandparents when they were there on avisit. He was about two years old at the time and h